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h Letter of Joseph be Abraham to Ben Yijh, meinly about & youny mershant

of deubtful relimhility »~

1

|

E Aden = Indis, appro. 1136 = 113889

[ Tniversity Librery Cambridge 10 J 12, fol. B.

; 18, § om. bresdde.Cf the helght, 22, 5 cm. are proserved on the right
mergin, 18 on thﬂ.lﬁft-

Same paper, breadth and soript es in Ho.51l. Beplnning and end,

including the eddreas, 1nat:I;ﬁ genderts ﬂﬂmﬂ,aindiﬂltﬂd as sush, is
mentioned in 1.159. &t first sight, the heddwriting lecks differenmt

from thet inm other letiers written by Joseph b. Abraham. This impression

is oeused by the different pems used. The cther letters are written with
& broad pen, which emphasizes the contrast between thifk and thin strokes
and snables the writer also %o glve to his letters "ercums", see the

. Introdusticn to Kos 61s Here, a pen of middljZ?trakaa £e he of tha smae
\H_ ) e e an o m e R

thislness. However, an analysis of the form of the individusl letGera,
as well as of the penarsl charsster of the writing, shows that we have
here the same hand as in Wos. 49, 51, 54, BB, 33, 210 mnd 227, The writer
- tried snother style, sdapting himself to the differant pem. Howaver, ot the
- end of the letter = approximabely last third of The backsihﬁ, he relapses
“into his usuml style.
The letter preceded Yo. Bl approximetely by one year, or. Introdustion ib.
The main section pregerved, which desls with the memsures to be taken

against the young Abu ?1-Faraj b. Mesea - or, as he is ealled efficislly:
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. You . Z oA
shade upon ¥hy right hand., The Lord shall preserve (4)

' : oAt -
_i_'run all evil; he shall pmsam‘);hr soul. He shall preserve

AL Yot
oing out (5) and t-hg_' coming in from this time forth and

'I:u u‘herniﬁ}r. Thu sun shall not (E} smite z‘&bx day nor the

moon by nights Great peace have they that love thy law (7) and

they will not stumble.

To the honor of my lord, the light of my eyes and the ornament

(8) of my neok m(y) m(aster) and t(am'liar}._ﬁ.hrahmrtha gon of his

h(onor ), g(reatness and ) h(oliness ) R(abbi ) Perahyd Ben Yiji m(a

he raa'l;. in ) E(den)s

'p amenT
{5)_1&3' master, there arrived that small mgg of' pepper, nsmely

one bahar nnﬂ & quarter {10} lna 4 rajl af ‘hig measures I went to

take {11,"! dnliwry and rﬂﬁuiwd 'thu 'llhnle l:luh _ I.ih'linu, Ehuﬂrh
Kh ' ' she 1ﬂ£w k G
#alnf received {12} hia vond 'Inu mtianml that thia: (15)

:'._.hnhir m:ui a qmrl;ur Lnea 4. m‘-l nf papp#r nu (un'E ;gaina‘h} tha o
B hﬁlunue in m;l,r flmur nf th& mcuunt {14) nunﬂaming 'I:ha un.rdmnaw L

xand thu "nggﬂ" ata.. my End takn uynn hhnﬂalf t-n rn:.rrl {15) ycm

P L : LR T S T .
: R A - '
- T et T Pt g iy =TT "I'E;""‘"'l""'"l".- i S S iy L e

Illl and may I never mi:a Fnur fawra.

(16 ) You asked about your brother Mevessdrs He has not come (.ﬁ]
all *h!;in time, nor have I seen & letter to you (18 ) from Egypt.
Had I found a letter for you, (19) I certainly would have forwarded
it to you. |

Concerning the news from {EL‘J) Egypt, you (certainly ) have haard thﬂn

from the merchants who arrived (21) at your place, if God will.

s ffan
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3 _
?. Misd, versa, l. 213}-BE¥EQAE is of special interest. Bg&dﬁdi“wﬂriad
for Joseph o the basis of & nmmanda, according to w?:ch Joseph, as the
investor, received two thirds of the prni‘i‘bs, and Btgdﬁdi one third, see
margin, l.l. The young man,'ﬂhu had obvicusly misused Joseph's confidence,
tried‘ﬁn escape from Inﬁia to Ceylon and from there te another country.
Joseph gave power of sttorney asgeinst him, obviously before a Muslim
court = as, 1n_rafﬂrﬁnua to the warrant of proxy, he calls him by the Arabiec
form of his name, see above. Iowever, Joseph was extremely careful not to
expoge the young men, unless it was establised with absolute certainty that
ha:“daviatﬁd from the way of rightness". Hven more so, he was prepared to
assist him with any smount of money to enable him to return to Aden. Thls
shows that the rﬂputatiﬂn, even of a young man, WaS gunrﬂe& with graataat

care. On the nthar hand, Jn:aph gseems not to have givun up th& hope tn

ratriaw& his mnnuy, purhapa hj‘ﬂ&tting the young B nzdadt to worke. 'f.1;53ﬁ'

"Contents -
Bagi'ﬁﬁ.'iﬁglbﬂt; -
f;.lvlf:mﬁtﬂt_
A Announcement of a semdime of copper and bronze vessels nnﬁ nrﬂer Gf
new ones, described in short. (11.2-8)

Be Deteils about five presents sent. (11.8-14)

Ce Recommendetion for an Egyptian merchant, who was a newcomer to Indimy
(1la 14-15)

D. Expreseion of regret -for having been unable to send raisins. {11. lﬁ-lﬂ)l

f£ﬂ¥whgvl
E. Details concerning & semdime of arsenic, (11. 18-19)

i S = s [P .
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Fa finin pert of the preserved Hactinn of the; latter & ﬁequan to

deal with the affairs of the younp Bigﬁﬁﬂ h; A8 = worgo, 120
shipaven ™
[N kbhout w c«aﬁt.ag of suger. Frapment. (1l. 2221 ]
End lost.
Irancslaticon
{1} Free of lisbility, and if you {sbout 20=25 letters torn off)
A (2) Furthermora, I sent in s mazge, in which there are 1% rafl and
8 helf copper & broken(sssesssransess j (3] and a broken stool ete. Flesse
kindly meke me of it (4 ) a wagh-basin and = ewer, whizh should be smell end
gimple, their weizht beinz altogether six retl (E) or five and a half, a
little more or less, and & small stend for e smell (€ candle; its weight
should be sltogether from twe o twe and & half rafl; It sheuld be simple
(7 Jand of good worlmsnship of the type wou like. The rest of the eopper
should be sold and added to the acoount (in my fevor e

he & B
B I gent to your himheleegssses what hes no importance end of which 1t

Fangt fravilased Box el Covi T

ig not (9) worthwkile to tgke noties, namely = Ah-nqqumira-ruf white sugar,

an Alexandrisn magte®, half a rajl (10 ) Lgbeki@ul eatimony, kalf & rejl %11k

L e

gum, four gets of Egyptian pmper of small (11) size. Flease ::-:ep-l: this in
return for scme of your services. The paper, the mtimnm*; and the "ilk are
.Lu (12 ) the mazza with the coppers The magts® alone in s pales of cloths

411 this, tegether with the packags of silk and the packege {13 ) of arsenic,

Hd"gaﬂ- i o P
ig forwarded in the ship of FBY'R theewsh the above mentioned Shelkh AbQ

. %411 ibn Jayyib al-Migrl.

G (14 ) And, my master, I should like you te help him in all he sella (15}

:"J:‘J
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and buys, for he is a foreigner, who does not kmow tha£ country. All

you do with him, (16 ) reverts to me - maey I never miss your favors.

D. And, by God, my master, I tried to get (17 ) some reisins, in order

Yo send you. However, nothing at all of it was to be had in Aden this
year. Please excuse your servent for this.

Ee On the package of arsenic there is written Abraham Yijf, (19)

sending of Joseph b. Abrahem. It is wrapped in hides. |

F. You, my masteﬁa mentioned with regard to that young man Abu 'l-Faraj
b. Moses (20) el-Bagdddi thet he was traveiﬁing to Ceylon. I got his letter,
in which he complained sbout the ship's owner (21 ) Ibn Abu )1-KatB'ib, that
he demended from him payment for the hire of a Gnﬁp&rtmant, although he did

not carry for him anything (22) in his ship, and he mentionsd further,

that he may travel to Ceylon or stay on.

L

s . - . L .
: Margin: : : i o RS SR S e e
3 ° Y - i - b . ° L L T i R T g = ) e WL PR, B E
bt b kK ! : - = HA—. . e P e LR TR L "'"_-_!"..'. T
. . BT B R e e

(1) (Unknown number of letters lost), while I should get two thirds. Now, = -
my master, if he has travelled to Ceylon, nothing can be done. Howeyer, if
he returned from there or if he did not make the journey, (2) (5ea ﬁhknuwn

- ~
number of letters loat Js The news that he was travﬁlﬁing to Ceylon depressed
L

me. Afterwards 1 took courape and saw that Sheikh PEfir b. FR'? was travﬁiling

L

w

to your plach;

Varso _
PEA'EI&“E

(1) this year in the ship of ({{@W}J} FD¥'R, I sent with him a warrant

of proxy, (2) confirmed by witnesses and proof "a warrant against Abu ?l-Fara]
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b
ibn ﬁﬁsa (3) al-Bagdadi™; I did so &s & matter uf precsution.

How, ,Iay I ask you a favor - may God make your honored pusitinn (4)
permanent -¢ If this younp man ig still with you, or has come back from
Geylon and is going to (5) Aden, mobody should lknow thaai I made out that
w;arrq.nt aé:ainat him. Likewise, please tell Sheikh (6) ﬁﬁfir that in this
case he should not undertake anything :'“: the metter. However, if (T) =
God i‘m;‘bid - he deviated from the right way and hes turned bankrupt or
intendes to tra'rel (E } to & plece other than Aden, please inform Sheikh

pA

_§§fir to produce the werrant n?%ﬁinat him in order to demand from him (9)
what is due from h:..m. Sheikh bafir is 8 very busy man snd perhaps will
:LI;:t attenﬂ to this matter and not (10) "oreak™ him. I cen rely only on
you and your favor for veprimanding him and for dealing (11 ) with this
sar_uratlg. not openlys However, 1f he deviates from the nght Way, - there
~. rﬁmains nuthing (12 ) but to do it openly. Please do me thies faﬁaf 'a'nd. e
act fnr me in th.‘-.a matter as is righte. |

| -Ft;rther;ra.; m;r mutar, {15} 1 w:rnta tn thi# y"mmg mp.n thraa latter;.
ﬁmh uant :: anétﬁmr ship anli aach munmxpanieﬂ h;r anqther cup:,r, (14} nak'].ng |
‘I:hnna carrying thgm -I:.cr hend them over ﬁnlj’ 'l.m ynu, anfl {15} I tulﬂ him
there w!m‘b you will read. Pleasa. open every letter addresuaﬁ tn “him (15]
end read it and give it to him, without his kmowing (that you read it )s

| I wrote to him in that letter {l‘f) thet I sent to you ourrency, with.
the purpose that if he wanted from you e.g. ten dindrc (18 ) o ten mitqal¥
from my property, you will give it to him, if he was prm{ding to (19)

Aden without making troubles. However, if he devistes from the way, do not

pay him anything. (%0 ) Thus, please inquire into that matter, and if he is



B .
proceding to Aden and akks (21 ) for 10 mitgilgaend even more, pay them to
A - .

him from my property.

/anﬂe J'}?-n:ﬁf Waed 6ox

G I (22) sent you a big.hadessiyas with sugar through§ ((..sbout 12 letters

AN §S ' '

aslking )) (25 ) AbG CAli, the aforementioned ((...)) (24 ) the sugar ((ceseee
Commentary

1 In the lost line, Joseph had asked Ben Yiju to send him something

without any responsibility on his side, See No.56, 11.53-54. In the

preceding, lost, section, ab Joseph gave notice of his sendings of silk,

1,12, and arsenic, 1:18.

2 mazza =- aboubt htis receptacle see ahove No.51 verso, 1.11.

3 gtool - Ar. ]mraI; on this tha anpper ‘l:ra;l.*,. 'n'hiuh serves as ta.hle, is
planud. ‘P:f. Lana, Hanneru am:l. Gustams of the modern Egm‘l‘:iana M::g,mmln-

H'I:rr'n'r,g— pp.liﬁf‘i". illua't:ratian Hmd-ﬁ [in che. ITI J. In modern tim&a:, Y I

. dap‘i:ntaﬂ h:ir Iaha ,1 'l:.hﬂ I‘urai iu mﬂar Gf wm:l. nnﬁ inlaid 'lrlth. mn‘hhur-uf-punrl

a_'lz_u. Huru :|.'l= in m.acle uf t;madsanbppa‘h .&hau‘l: ":ha Eanding -::i' brnkan ﬂssals
as material for new ones see a‘nn'ﬂf&.--ﬂa-.zﬁ;l.-' SRS

gimple - Ar. s&fij, Persian side. #23wiwithout decorations, as those of

—————

spirals ordered in No.5l1l, verso l. It is noteworthy that Joseph relies on

the good taste of El.Y. " ff——
£ o~

mwuum See above Ho.26
and No. .ﬂ"{ 6. - T

9 [ baggemiys ~

verso, 1l.29,(where also & h-i-g—-b is used as a receptacle for sugar.
{.ﬂ.""" El
maﬂ*iaﬁ- The same Alexandrian material is sent by Joseph to B.¥y in No.b5,

11 lifﬁ. While in No. 54, 1.24, he typresents a mngga.u to BeYa's hny}rur this
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Very common merchandise. see vol. I, Indexe.
10J11  For these commodities see No.51, verso, 1l. 11/2
13 FDY'R - Sees below verso, 1.1,¥&th-thﬂ seme ship and the same man

i °ALT ibn Teyyib ) goods are sent by falaf b. Isaac in No.56, verso 1.2
and é. & ship of his is further mentioned in No. 58, 1.37. A letter to
him is referred to in Ne. 60, 1.19. As FDY'R is three times preceded by
the article {lkw Eé verso, 1 2 and ﬁfand Nos. 60, 1.13 ) tﬁus the word
obvicusly is the designation for a préfessicn or an ﬂffiaa,-ﬁut nﬂt.a

proper name. In Nos 60, 1.19 FDY'R is connected with the trade in cardamom.

b ®A17 - cf. No. 51, l.1l.
14/8 A ﬂimilar request below No. 83, top, l.6.
18 fEEEEEE:‘ For this expression see No. 36 margiu. 1¢T; ﬁraania, ;Ead
.fur.medinal anﬂ ﬂriminal {pﬂisnning) purpﬂaea, is buing iupﬂrtad tﬂ Inﬂin l££i f
ZHSfram tﬁé ﬁhat up t111 tha praaent day; see Eir. G. Hhtt Thﬂ Gﬁmﬁ;;z;;i1M$.?ﬁvu
?rcduutu of Indin, 1908, 92/3. In Nos 59 1.6 and Hﬁ-zﬂﬂ [ﬁﬂ:} 1 50 it i;”
said that no arsenic was to be had in Aﬂen at that time. N |
21 Ibn Abu ‘fiﬁhtﬁ‘ih - A ship's owner often mentioned in our papefa;
see Hnﬁéé, 1.17.

Dﬂmpartmﬂnt - Ar. bilij, ef. Yo. 20, B, le3; No.129 (29x), 1.4}

Ho.131 1.12, See Dozy Supplement 108bk. The word is darivaﬂ from the

lisleyan and designed a place in & ship separated from others by mats and

serving for the storage of poods. The goods were normally covered with

hides and each merchent slept on the cover of his own billj, Sometimes,

e Sl B e e e e
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LB

st
several travelYers shared one such "oo-partment™ cf. -Ne.131, 1. 12.
' —
Margine.
1 two thirds = Certainly a refprsncﬁé to the fact that the writer had

N
o~

given the young man éapi‘l;af or merchaindise fnr; doing business, as in such
& contract the capitalist got two th#&ﬂﬂ.ﬂf théhprnfit and the other pertner
one third, ef. No. 159, 1.6, Joseph writes here correctly tultain as

the uncorpected form and not es the learned scribes.of Ho. 22, 1.10; No.84,

1-13- Eﬂ" 22; H'D-}_EQ, IJEI Eﬂli.‘-_&;ﬁ

Lee
z PEfir - B Sleve—apahb—4rseptioned 2 No. 56, 1.23., The remnants

of the last letter of his fatharfs neme may be read as t 3 +thus his name
was perhaps Furit,

VYerso

RD

1 {(fﬂﬁrrﬂr)j] - Most prah;hly this was snother ship, -hiqh sailed frum |

.ﬁ.dan tu Indin nt 'hhnt tima- A:l:mut :HI:II*R soe abnve. 1.15. :

- ""7‘:'"

-T | h"kT"Ft i}- !hia wﬂrﬂ aaﬁms-tu hu maruhnntn' jargnn and n.nnm-'g o

l!

hinatiﬁn ur'muflis, bantrupt. and muflit, alunping. 1dth.tha t prunnunnud asi

%, perhaps undar the influnnua of Hebrew. Ewan'thu Jhwiih grammnrinn Ihn B
— '

Jandl, ed. Neubauer 1875, p.573, 1.33, writes the word with 4; of. Dozy

Euppléﬁant II 279a. Perhape also taballata "s'enfuir®, Dozy, ib. I }I &%

A

(ascording to an ancient source; al-Balidori ) is to compared, as well as A.

Mez, Die Renaissance des Islam, 450, note 8 muballit, "pleite™, (German

I

"Boersen=jargon™ ) according to TEj 8l1-CAris s.v.Dblt. (Tij al-CAriis V itf 1-_

11 from bottom, sctually gives ablate in the sense of aflaza, hauming o

bankrupt. )

.--
- bl
5 At i A o P
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o _Aiq»‘.v.hﬁu ahw .

- ‘Elﬂ "break" him -Ferhaps_ this too belongs to the merchants? ,jnrgpn.

Otherwise, it is feasible to surmise that the writer omitted ome d and

intended to write ¥uhaddiduhu, ™o threaten him".

13 | This prﬁaudun nf__undiné; three copies nf one letter in three
different ships obviously was nothing exceptional, as fragments of three
such copies of the same letter sent to India even have been preserved in
the Geniza, cfs Nos. 58/9.. With each letter, Joseph sent here snother
copy for Ben Tiji-ﬁ'p own use; the latter needed it for rafa::_fgnna, a5 he was
asked to hand over money to young Blgd.lﬁ!, gsee 1l.16-21,

1‘?/'5 currency = Ar. sabIb, of. ¥o.51 verso, l.4. Adenese Malili dinZrs

end Egyptien mitqils are intendeds

22 baggemiye - See sbove, 1-#.%&:*&, additional explanations about

that gending were giﬂﬁ.

.'i'-q.\'h#d.-"i:'i—"l-!""#".-ﬂf.'-‘h-ﬂ'.‘:l?-"‘\-‘ T LTy R LT N
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