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Letter from Joseph b. Abraham, Aden, to Ben Yijl, India

Approximately 1147 or 1148

: University Library Cambridge 13 J 7, fol. 27 28 x 12 em
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The date of tha letter can be fixed with wnaidara.hlu ur‘bainty

owing

to 'I;he' ref'erence to the nd&rasstf'a brother, see comments on

11. 15=18,.
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udrua. (11. !r-aJ

Datail: numarm.ng -l:ha adflrcnn‘i 'hrar‘hhur. '[11- 15-19}
"N
Ramark about -news from Egjrpt {lh 19-20)

Greetings. (11. 21=-23 )
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(1) In ‘I(ﬂﬁr name ), 0 Me(rciful )

. 1 He wy Youn
(2) For the lord :nﬂﬁ be Zb;:i& y “‘Hi / /éﬂ
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. You . Z oA
shade upon ¥hy right hand., The Lord shall preserve (4)

' : oAt -
_i_'run all evil; he shall pmsam‘);hr soul. He shall preserve

AL Yot
oing out (5) and t-hg_' coming in from this time forth and

'I:u u‘herniﬁ}r. Thu sun shall not (E} smite z‘&bx day nor the

moon by nights Great peace have they that love thy law (7) and

they will not stumble.

To the honor of my lord, the light of my eyes and the ornament

(8) of my neok m(y) m(aster) and t(am'liar}._ﬁ.hrahmrtha gon of his

h(onor ), g(reatness and ) h(oliness ) R(abbi ) Perahyd Ben Yiji m(a

he raa'l;. in ) E(den)s

'p amenT
{5)_1&3' master, there arrived that small mgg of' pepper, nsmely

one bahar nnﬂ & quarter {10} lna 4 rajl af ‘hig measures I went to

take {11,"! dnliwry and rﬂﬁuiwd 'thu 'llhnle l:luh _ I.ih'linu, Ehuﬂrh
Kh ' ' she 1ﬂ£w k G
#alnf received {12} hia vond 'Inu mtianml that thia: (15)

:'._.hnhir m:ui a qmrl;ur Lnea 4. m‘-l nf papp#r nu (un'E ;gaina‘h} tha o
B hﬁlunue in m;l,r flmur nf th& mcuunt {14) nunﬂaming 'I:ha un.rdmnaw L

xand thu "nggﬂ" ata.. my End takn uynn hhnﬂalf t-n rn:.rrl {15) ycm
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Illl and may I never mi:a Fnur fawra.

(16 ) You asked about your brother Mevessdrs He has not come (.ﬁ]
all *h!;in time, nor have I seen & letter to you (18 ) from Egypt.
Had I found a letter for you, (19) I certainly would have forwarded
it to you. |

Concerning the news from {EL‘J) Egypt, you (certainly ) have haard thﬂn

from the merchants who arrived (21) at your place, if God will.
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3 I send your hight "presence® the best (22) and most copious

greetings, and to all thoge committed to your care (23) the choicest

and most copious greetings. And much pesce and speedy salvabione

Versos. Addresas - Right side

To the h(onor ), g(reatnsss and ) h(oliness) of my m(aster) and

t (eacher ) Abraham, son of his h.g. and her. Persjys Ben Yiji, m(ay)

hig ) r{est be full of ) h(onor )

left gide

He that experiences your favors daily, Joseph b. Abrahem, m(ay he

rest in ) E(den )s

Commentary

o A It was nnrl: tmuummn, up&nia.lly 1n Tuman,, tu npan n lﬁtar ﬂi‘hhil »

=] 4& H._- ‘_._1 #.-

e ;.'-.?I_';:_.q:uo'hu.tiﬂn rrmt. tlu Bih].u, ﬁf. Hmh 23. 3!:' and TD.. Hmwr, '!:ha hunp-ﬂ.

im_: ap ai‘ sa mr.n;f Varegos hara nnd in Hu.zﬂrﬂ {ED::J nr#rtninl'sr had n
apaﬂial reason: the addressee most prahably had axprauaad hi: intunt-
ion to travel from India to Aden - which, as we ghall naa, hn nﬂtually
carried out two years after No.208 end our letter (see below l.16)
were written. The verses at the beginning of these two 151:1?15:'!. a:l:-
press the wieh for a safe journey. Most of the verses quoted here

are indeed from Pealm 121, which is a part of the Jewish prayer for

s afe

a mood journeye
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