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223 [72x=b

Sundry Accounts Written by Ben Yijl on the Versc of Nos 54

University Library Cambridge T. = 3. 12235 verso

Description of the ms., see under Nos 54.

The accounts were written in three different places on the space left free
bebtween the end of the letter, No. 54, and its address:

A) Beneath ths sddress and in the same direction as this, there are written

Hange
twelve lines, gbout 11 em long, on the left side of the papers They ars in big,
hold letters; howsver, the beginnings of the lines are almost completely illegible,
cwing to damapge by water or Bée holes in the papers Between l. 10 end 11, enother
line, written in smaller letters, is inserted.

B) At an engle of ninety m to tho first 4-8 lines deseribed under (A ),
thirteen lines of 2-4 cm are scribbled in small letters on the right gide of the
peges They are effaced to such a degres that even a photograph taken wder ultra=
violet rays could bring out only single, incoherent words.

C) Beneath (B ), there are other accounts written in the same direction as (& ),
of which, owing to their bad state of preservation, even the number of lines could
not be meda outs The endz of three iines of (T) are Tisible beneath (4 )e

Whether these sccounts were written in India or in Yemen will be made out after
one or more of the smaller coins mentioned will be identifieds As pointed out in
the Commentary to (A ), the Indian coins, usually listed by Ben Yijld, are not
oscurring heres, Therefore, I am inclined to aesume that %hese accounts were

wiritten in Yemens.

Despite its poor state of preservation, the document is not without interest.
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We leern about the daily life of the Westermers in Yemen (or India ), == well as

about smaller coing ueged there at that time.

Transletion
(4)
1 Seven dirhams due from Sheikh Ab% Sa%, the rest of the dinir.
2 Due from ees(s ) two Manglri dirhams and two others, one Jusaini,
3 and the second AhmadT. Total: three dirhams and two fals. He handed over to MW

A ———

ane

4 ‘Husaini dirham in five false Total: four dirhams less one false

5  sessssssss dirhams znd one fals. Due to him, one dirham for did¥.

A semsensnas LWO dir]hama and cone falss He owns to the wax merchants

7 crassbaass Tﬂfal: three dirhams and six falss

g sssssnoosssssse and four false Palance: two dirhams end two false

h,

9 Iil:iil'?l.lll. dirlhamsl He rEﬂEi‘:"ﬂd five dirhams ard the worth of

10 one fale eesssessss and ] a quarter of e rajl of cumming price six fals;

'?ﬂ/due from him an Abmadi dirham; balanee in his favor, one falﬁ./f

gﬂﬂ;]ilﬁf
11 Due to him, one fals for radish; enother fals for radish;feor the tailor.

12 Thue to him also three fals for sessssssne Jotal: seven fals. I handed over %o

him one dirhiam.

©)
l §F s W oEE WS 'E"'_"ld. lﬂ the kﬂﬂdﬂ ':‘f ShElkh E.FL']_E (ﬂr E-].i:j ﬂ.l"ﬂ&-ﬁﬁ:ﬁ'ﬁ one dil‘hﬂm Pﬂ:,r-

ment in advence for the nifﬁfi.

2 ssavssasass Five dirhams and a halfs Due to me from the KShén, onc dinar and
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in the hands of his son Joseph.

3 * kd e e aEa N

4 ssssessssssss Ghres dirhems and a ratl of candy-sugar.

Commentary

(&)
Lines one to eight are delebed by two strokes crossing esech other = a gign that

the accounts mentioned in them hed been settled.

Four types of dirhams are mentioned in these accounte.

1) One not specified., This was perhaps the Indian stendard cein, cfs YNos 20a,
11. 1=5 (above 75 )4 Moe 2, la 5; Noe. 6, 11l. 8-9, where sbout fifteen
e -'"&' . - -
(Nehravega ) dirhams correspond to ons Ezyptian Dinare. See also No. 64B, 11, 3=5,

2=4 ) Local dirhasms, called ¥angliri, Fusaini, end Ahmadi, respectively, which

were of a lower walue then the standard dirham, see 1l Z=3.

The dirham seems to be divided into elght copper coins called fals (see Encycl.

of Islenly for in 1ll. 34

3 dirhe 2 fals and
5 1"
4 dirhse 7 fals add up to four dirh. less one fals, Likewise, in 9-10 men-

tioning is made of one plus six fals assets, with one felg remaining as a liability,

Totalling we one Apmadl dirhame 7hen it is said in 11l. 11-12 that the writer for

covering e debt tobtalling seven dirhams geve one dirhameFF5 ssems %o be alse implied
that the dirham contained approximataly that nurber of copper ¢oinsa
As the local coins here seem to be different from thoss mentioned sbove Nos 64,

Yijl lived, when making his notes on Ho. 223, in another place than in No. 64s
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1 | 4 Sheikh Abu Sa%d belonged to Yiji's E.Equa.iﬂtﬂﬂ;lﬂﬂ in India, No. 135, ve 9,
and perhaps was also identical with a men of the same name, conbtributing oil +o
Yijl's synagopue, University Library Cambridge Te= 8. 10 K 20, fol. 3 wa, ls ls
However, the neme was rother common smong Jews, ¢f+ The Index of this hooke

The rest of the dinar = Yijd had given AbT Sa’d a dIndr; he had paid back

probably 8 dirhams (See above ), while hz still owned seven,

3 Three dirhams - the loecal dirhams were of a lower ratio of exchange then the
standard dirhams

§ DEAI - ch¥iously-wgedrr—mTiarrod Tt —in—bre—bTinre— AT TOrtEE-of - S5uthern
India, see No. B4B, L. Te

§ Wax - See above Nos G40, ls OD; Nos 65, le 10

e o -
Paenalie -

11 Gewiowsty s factobtum, whe did various errands for Yijf.

(c)

1 Eliimay'be pronounced either in the Arabic wﬂy'ﬂili or in the Hebrew Eli.

Baggay — the reading is clear; § stends for s (regressive phonetic assimila=
tionJs The word may mean e carpet maker {from bisa@f, carpet ) - a form which, howe
ever, is not to be found in the dictionaries = or perhaps peddlarsy as bisEtI, cf.
Johnson, Persien=English Dicts Wahrmund, Arabisch=Deutsches We save o Ben Yijh
had asked Eli to ﬁgnﬁ?g‘fﬂr him a nigéfl, which is half a MalikI dInfr and was the

Tk

currency of Euﬁ Gibla, then the capitsl of Yemens
2  the ¥GhBn =- the word was.not regarded. as a famlly name, but-as dasigning the
ng;igiﬂus.&tatﬂ;fﬁf3éﬁquefsdnﬂ

4 gandy=supar - Thig (Ar. f8nTd ) tyre was common in India, while suger proper

was imporbted, cfe the Vole I, Index seve SUZare



