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Statements by two Yemenite merchants about consiznments sent by Ben Tija

SETET T T ———) S = e

from Indis and mostly lost

Almost certainly 1145

University Library Cambridge 18 J 2, fol. 14 32x14 cm,

Thick, light=greyish paver. On the frontpage, beneath 1l. 22, about 10,

f

O cm of the height remeined bhlank and obviously had been destined fer another
statement, which was, howevaer, written on the wverso in the midst of tThe page.

The two statements certainly were written by the two merchants theme=
gelves and both bhebrey tyvieal Yemenite hands. However, the first is of the
cursive type, such as Nos. 52 and 70, while the second, with _:'Lt:s unusually
big and strong letters, resembles Wos. 7l=2. The firsgt has alse a particu-

‘5:':1

lar form c:f'ﬁ, gimilar to thet noted sbove, Neo. 51/1 for Joseph b. Abraham.
‘of Aden, and an excevtionally long Wy comparable to that in No. 35, 1l. 10-
11 (written in Egypt Je

Madmiin be S&lim, the writer of the first steatement, was in sprinmg 1153
a member of the rabbinical court of Aden, see HNoe. 36 verso margin, l. 12
However, a5 his very erratic spelling, his after- thoughts, 11. 1, 2, 10, and
his eclumey and awkwaerd sentences zhow he was not practiced in drawing up

£

written statements. lelther wess hiz companion, Abrahsm b. FayyunI, s mers

chant menticned in our =arvers several times es steying in Indis, gee Ho.

28, la 29; Yoe 199 (2%9x ) verso, l. L.
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Fortunately, we have snother source for the ocscurrings so imperfeu?ly
described in these statements, namely a passege in the letter No. 58, 1le

10-25, From the two doocuments, the following detaills emarge:
[ [
Y Y

[
Ben Yijk, whose femily name is spelled by Medmin - Yigﬁ, and by Ben

B
Fayyliml - T¥3, sent from India consigrments of pepper and ginger in a ship

B

called razEla ("zazella" Je Its owner bore the name Bafir, 1l. 2 and 6,

ke .
while its captain ebvicwsly-was MakI he Abu ?1-Heyl ("the one experienced
A £

with terrors" ), 1. 19. |
o

The "Gazelle" was sccomnanied by a smaller ship, deseribed as a ¥arfira.

Az we have geen in No. 58, 1l. 25 and 28, it was by no means excentional

that s MghodR should send out a hi;;ir boat accompenied by e smaller. A
sk ¢l
¥affBra was most probably a decked galley, ses ahove Ho. 29, 1. 12, whimh

was Lo protect the bigger ship ageinst pirates, but carrled herself a cer-
tain amount of freight. VWhen an atteck occcurred, the mariners would throw
a part of the zergo overboard, in order to incresse the mobility of the

ralleys Such an instance is reported in No. 236, 11. 9-10, with reference
.;d- JII'. Iowaty
to an sttack of Indien pirates on the Fam al=gawr, the entrance to the gulf

[
- L
FLE L [ Fn

of Broach and Cambey, and a similer maehep occourred here, see No. 58, la 18
After the lesses inourred by the attack, the shins returnsd to a harbor on
the Indian coast and it was there that the two Yemenite merchants = no doubt
i
AN

old ecquaintences or friende of falaf b. Isasc ~ made their ststements.

Copies of the statements or quntations from them certainly were forwarded
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to the Adenese merqpants concerned, as the literal allusions to them in
Yo. 58 provey {(efs there esps 1o 14 with No. 62, 1l 9=10 ) . This fact pro-
vides us slso with the date for Hos 62+ For as lo. 58 was sent slmost ser-
tainly in 1146, see the Introduction ib., our statements, which are repestedly
referred to Nos 58 as written in the previous year, must be dated 1145,

The formal depositions of the Yemenite merchants had been necessitated
by the fact that prior to the departure of the "Gazelle," Ben Yijl had sent

with &4bT SA1T b. 1ayyib, ses lNo. 51, 1. 11, slightly different statements
about the consignments forwarded to ﬂ;;af.l In those letters, ls 2, it was
i N
certainly stated that gzinger belonging to élxaf wes gent in the Eéﬁ}ara,
while in MNo. Ezmﬁll+ 2l=2, it is emphasized that nonc destined for him was
carried in that galley. Only during the night preceding the departure of

the ships, the merchants made their finmal arrsngements, which were deseribed

in memoranda, carried in two copies, one in the "Oazelle™ and another in its
&
accﬂmpanylng galley; however, owing to the confusion during tﬁh attack by
Ghe pirates = or perhaps in a stormy sea - both copies got loste Thus, the
Sh
two merchants had to werify the facts from the ihtmi, the 1list of passengers
and wares kept by the captain, 11, 11-20. It seems certain that the ships
did not return to the port, from which they sailed and where Ben Yijd lived,
for otherwise Ben Yijd himself could have made the enguiryes
On reading Nos. 58 and 62, first, I had the impressiou that the two

acoounts meant to say that the "Gagelle" was lost altogether, and that the

30 ~ éﬁlﬁdlﬁF | |
main congignment carried for E&laf two and three querters of inger, had
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pone, seec Hosa 58, ls 18 and Ho. 62, 11. 7 and 21. FHowever, this is ruled

out by the express words of No. 62, l. 14, Thus, we have to assume that

i :,--\.lI

s
ﬂalaf wag right in surmising thet Ben Yijl forgot to mention thet sonsipn-
ment in his letter, to which Nos. 58 was the answer, see ib. l. 16, or with

other words, that he reported only about the disazter which befell the
>

Eaffﬁra,'whila he did net find it necessary %o reporb about the roods

garried in the main boat, which ebvicusly were saveds

Translatiaon
(1) This is what I testify, //1//, ¥adnim b. Salim, namely thad

by
Abraham b Ei%ﬁ“wrote (2 ) the letters a few days hefore;ﬂfhe setitled the

Jr& !}..: l'; .'".

the account// with the HE%&&E Bafirand we, (3) namely I, liagmin b. S&lim
-I_': .

and the Sheikh Abrahem b. Yif0, hended them over to Sheikh (4 ) Ab3 ©a1%,

the mgyptien, be Tayyib after one or several dayse

Now, (5) when there remsined only one nipght until the sailing, we
Eh sh
all made the account with the HE@Q&E {6 ) Bafir on one places There were
Ak

listed for Sheikh Joseph b. Abreham (7 } and Sheikh $alﬂf be Isamc in the

boat "Gazelle" five and a half bah@ir (8 ) gpinger, velue twenby two mitggl,

o] i
and the freizht (§) would be taken by the Hﬁbﬂdﬁ BalIr from the ginger, for

he insisted (10 ) to take for it rold //as his freightﬂf. Thera remained
for them eleven mitq8l, (11 ) eonstituting ome third of their assets.

5?
In the gaffagﬁ! there was written down for them onc hwehir (12 ) less

two gIiraf nevper, free of freight.
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THrere—wrerorot-saved for Sheilkh (13) Abraham b. Yiffi of eleven bahir
ginger in the §aff{fra (14 ) tob—twe—behasy, not more, There remained, how=

aver, the merchandise, both ginger and pepper, (15 ) which had heen in the

e were
shipe In the ¥affBre, there was saved of pepper only (16 ) three bahir

T F
by
= kT

helonging to Abreham b. Ei;ﬁ, end one less (17 ) two girgf for Sheikh Joseph
/b

b. Abraham and Sheilth Qalﬂf B Isla.ac.F
. L

(18 ) I verified this from the Eﬁtmi of the ship, which wes kept by (19
b
Sheikh KMakI be Abu *1-Haul, for the memos in the (20 ) ship, as well as those
S

in the gaffﬁra, weraz losta o
' S

(21) Yo ginger, belonzing to Sheikh Josenh or Sheikh galaf vwas carried
in the ¥affﬁra, (22 ) not a 1little and not nush.

This is what I testify, I, ladmin b. 581im.

Versc:

i
(1} Abrahem be I¥0 had eleven (2} bahBr pinger, from which its freight

511.,
was to be deducteds OF these, (3 ) there were saved in the Faffira two bahirg

free of freighte. (%) The rest was in the ship "Gazelle."

Written bv Abraham {(5) b. Fayyvimi, who is chesen (8 ) by his love.

Cemmentary
For the genersl understanding of the contente, zes the Introduction.

1 I testify - Ar. nadhadu, lit. "we testify™, of, 11. 18 and 22. This is=

———a

. - . =
not a FapribI form, but "the plural of medesgtv,” used by the Yemenitees up %o

the pregent day, cof. Golteln-Babshush, Iravels in Yemen, Jeruselem 1941,
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Te ?E:,#Eﬁ. The plurel of modesty is used in 211 tenses, as 1. 18 here
showse
2 the letters = to Jozeph b. Abrahem and +n I;alaf‘.
a few days = TIYR PR gy '°DH, which intends to rendsr Are

: . © . - .
bi'ayyamin iddes The writer lmew that the Tarmwin wsos: expressed by an Alif,

but regarded 1t as s part of the following word. see#:f .
4 £bG %417 carsied the letters with him to Aden.

one or several days =~ Are yaun wa'avvEm, either a mistake for au ayvan,

or meanine the sames

Yor gad, detached from its werb, ss=e #J .
2 The Vemenites (and others ) often omit the 1 hefore the sc{nalled sun=
|
letters, hecause it is not pronounced, see nlso 11. 6, 12, 17, and wverso,
ls 3« However, t}lmre iz no conglstency in this metter: in our document that
1 is mostly written, ss indeed Yemenites do todey. See #é‘
with = Ar. ma®E, as spoken and often written in Yemen today, see Goiteine

Heb shush, p. 94.

& lizted = Ar. tubbita cor tebata, the former beines preferable, ss the word

here is parallel to kutiba, "written dowm™ in 1, 11. 1
R quartens
7 five snd one=half bahay for the twe partners makes two end thres-fewrtis
for one, =f. Mos 58, 1. 13,
The partners has acsets to the emount of thirty-three mitgal, ef. 1. 10,

ene-halfl of which belng sevonteen and one-half, ef, Ho. 56, 1. 13

B=10 The freipght used to be paid either at dispstceh, of. No. 26, 11. 40-9;
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verso, 1l. 11-4, or aftber delivery, ofs Mo, 67, 1. 20 ff. In any case,
hafore the ship sailed, it was stinulated, from which item the Ireisht
was to be raid., As this doeument showr, the stipuletion made was of
rreat prectical importonecs: Hen ¥iju, after having lost most of his con-
slpnment which was carried in the saffAra, wes freed from payins for the
rest, see verso, ls Sa

g Jamb for janb, as pronounceds. Len Fayyluml writes correctly janb,

verso, l. Za

11-12 one bahér less two giraf ~ Sees the notes Tto Mo, o0, le 25

free of freight « Cecause it had been stipvlated that the freight
wag to be paid from the pinger, see 11. 8=10.

18 ZatmI - Sec asbowe, Wo. 26, 1. 50, where the word is speiled satml -

19 ¥aki - Joncerning the writing of this rether rare name, see Ce
Erockelmann, CGeschichte der arphischen Litteratur, Welimar 1898, I, p. 208,
note 1, with a reference to T. lceldeke, Geschichte des Qorans, p. 336,

o

note 1o PBrockelmarm himself, in wvarious places, spells Mekki, sece E?ple-

mentband IIT, pe 493 and 644s

Verso 2: from which its freight wae te be dedusted = i.e. affer arrivel,

e

sce above, 1l. O0=10. Ar. girqu naulube min janbiha, its freight was,

or is, deducteds Fowever, if freipbt already had been psid by Ben Y174,

there would have been ne point in stating, 1. 3, that the two bahér saved

were frec of charee.

=& For the rether rare epithet, see No. 58, address in Ar. letfcorss



