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Account, written in Ean'YiiE'ﬂ hnnd! qugifFinE“hun‘thé two Adenese merchante

galaf be Isamc and Joseph b. Abrahem were to be compensated for lest consigmments

Around 1150
University Library Cembridge T.-Se 819 recto (originslly verso)

For a description of the ms., see above the Introduction to Nos. 58-E0a-
bse The acoount was written on the backside of No. £9ha

Ben Yiju's handwriting is known so far from nineteen (or 20, see below)
pleces, as follows:

Nine accounts and other stetements, mostly written on the backside of
letters received or on narrow strips of paper: Nos. 63=T7, 200(67x), 223=6
(T2x=b, ¢, d)e

Three letters, twoe by himself, Noa. 68 and 73, and one dietated to him
Py a business friend out in India, Noo 133

Four poems, three by himself, Nos. 41, 42, 44 and one copled on verso
of 69, see above, Introduction to 58-~59, pe .

Three calenders for Jewish years corresponding to 1146=2 (verso of Noe
26 ), 1149=50 (verso of .Ht:r. 51}'311& 1153=6 (University Librery Cambridge
Te=5. 10 K 20, fr. 1, published by J. Mann, Jews in Egypt and Palestine,

11, 291=2, who could not, of course, identify the writer )s

BeYe's script is that of a trained scribe: clear, strong, and grace-

ful, and ¥ so much sgimilar to the handwriting used in court recordes that

one wonders whether the highly official document lNo. B7 (Aden 1134 ) was



63/2

gnt'writtan'by hims He certainly came of a fﬁmily of soribes, see Noe
58, ps 23s

The nineteen pieces enumerated sbove differ widely as to the size,
curslveness and forme of their letters and represent thus an interesting
object of study for the paslaeograspher and even the graphologist. In the
poems Noss 41=2, the script is almost square and a little stiff; in the
accounts, especially those written on narrow strips, it is cursive and
hasty; between these extremes we find the calenders and letters, the former
copied perhaps with a little mors care than the latter, Our No. 63 is a
cage by itself, Ll. 1-12 are written in large bold letters, with much
space between the lines. The postscriptum in 1l. 14-7 ig much more ¢om=
pressed and irregular. C e [ , )
th:gmr- r ﬁégm;fu‘.pﬁfj

The background of this account is—tobe imagined as follows:

Although No. 59, on whose back the account is written, was sent from
Aden to India, there can be no doubt that this account was made in Yemen,
almost certainly in ZabiId, the port of which weas ﬁulaifiqn. 4 sghip carry-
ing & cargo of pepper and cardamom for the two Adenese merchants on Ben
YijU's risk, as well as a load of iron for the latter, foundered off
ﬁulnifiqa- The pepper and cardamom were lost, the ironm, or at least the
part specified here, was salvageds The Adenese merchents had to be com=
pensateds It is interesting that this wes not done in money, but in kind,

probably because merchandise delivered promised additional profit.

Obviously, the first four bahEr hed been salvaged and sent on to Aden,
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while an additional one bahir hed been saved from the water later and hed

remsined, at the time when Ben Yijli mede the sccount, in ('r'ula.ifiqa.
As the text is a little involwed, a table showing the account in full
is given first.
'Ramemhur: one Eﬂﬂ (abridged E. } = 300 I.?E (abra Te ) l‘ﬂﬁﬂ' abra. m.
Due to Falaf, for pepper 1 be 14 r. of iron

for cardemom, 2m. worth 120 re

galn.f total 1 be 154 Te

Dus to Josseph, for pepper 1 Db. 75 L

for cardamom, 4 m. worth 240 re
Joseph tobtal 2 L. 15 T

Total Halaf and Joseph 3 b 149 r. of iron, worth 17 1/2 Mo

Balanse for Ben Yiji 1 be 151 r.

Total 5 be
This had been the calculation, not what actually had been sent to Aden.
For only four, not five b. had been available. Thus, sach of the three mer=

ohants got one=fifth less the sums calculeted above., As stated in the poste=
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seriptum, the fifth due to them from the b. iron remaining in Gulaifiqa

amounted to the follgwing sumsi

§alafl 87 re

Igaac 125

Ben Yijl 80

Total S0 Te =1 El-

From 1l. 6 and 11, it is evident that a b. iron was worth five m. It is
interesting that reckoning is made here not in looal dInErs, but in Egyptian
mitgals, the reason being most probably that the merchandise was on its way
to Epypt ahd had so to say alresady left the local market of Temens
No guantities of the poods lost are given; the value is indicated only
for the cardamom, not for the pepper. However, as the price of the ironm,
had
which Mg to compensate for the lost goods, is known, it is simple %o find
the value of the peppers: for Halaf 5 3,/4 m., for Joseph 8 1/'4 m. Most

vrobably, this was not the total wvalue of %he goods sent, but only the per-

sentage, which Ben Yiji, according to the agreement, had to refunds

Translation
(1) For the wvalue of the pepper, which was in Julaifiqa, (zo) (2) to
Sheikh Halaf b. Isaac, of the 4 b, EGfI iron, which had been (3) in the
perished new ship of Ibn al-Mugaddem, 1 b. EKGfT iron (4) and fourteen r.

For the velue of the pepper, which was in (ulaifiga, (zo) to Sheikh Joseph
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(5) be Ibrahim 1 b. and a guarter //KGfI iron// (which had been) in the
new ship belonging to Ibn al=Mugaddam, (6) the perisheds To him go also
for 4 m., the value of the cardamom, two hundred (7) and forty r. Total
two be and 15 ro (8) To Sheikh Eﬁlaf also for two m., the value of the
cardamom, 120 r. of the (9) KGfT iron, Total :E'.nr him 1 be and 134 re
(10) This makes the toal for both 3 b. and a half of that iron (11) to
the value of 17 and a half me Balance for me (12) 1 be and a half and 1
r« One b. remained, which is atill to be distributed to all of us.

(13) (Left blank)

(14 ) Sent: one thousand and two hundred re (of iron). Remaining:
three hundred rs (15) Due to Sheikh Joseph from the remaining //b.// iron

100 re and twenty-three r. (16 ) and to Sheikh Balaf 87 r,., total two hun=

dred and ten r., and for me ninety (17 ) r. Total 300 re

Commentary
2 KifI iron = Aboub the ﬂri%ﬂ types of iron in the Indian trade, ses
vole I. BaTe

3 the perighed new ship of Ibn al=Mugaddam = For the old ship of the

-
=

same man also founderesd, see NHo, 54, l. 1l3.



