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Fragment of detailed Accounts Written by Ben ¥ijd in Indis

Between 1135 and 1149

University Library Cambridge T. = S« N5 J 10

The right lower corner of a sheet, which originally was ﬁbaﬁt 11,5 cm broads
Its lﬂngeﬁt preserved stretch contains about 17,5 cms Thin, brown papers It is
a mere scrap, irregularly torn to pieces and damaged by large holes. The writing
has been effaced in & number of places. Page one was completely covered with
writing, inoluding seven lines written on the margin; on verso, the main aﬁcﬂun#
ig continued in fouwr lines, followed by five additiomal entries, of which the
fourth was written in smaller letters on the margin and the fifth, of which very
little is preserved, upside downe

These accounts were written in Indie, as Indlan products are being sent in
them to Adenese merchants and Western products, such as tin and oil, see verso,
1lls 13-4, are received from thems

Howevar, in the completely destroyed twenty lines of page one, BEen Yijb
oclearly lists recaipt of pepper and of "smooth," heavy iron (the expreaaian.
"heavy" iron occurs only here, 1l. 8 and 13}, for whieh freight had been peld
by him, in & big and e small ship, ofs the Introduction to Noe €2¢ While we had
found in wvarious instances before that BeYs. gave orders to send commodities to
Lden from ports obther than the one where he resided, we see here that for shipping
merchandise to Aden, he assembled it in his homeport. BSee also verso, l. le

The other scoounts, with the exception of the lest, sre better preserved and

constitute a useful addition to our imowledge of the Indian trade.
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Contents

Ae Receipt of quantities of pepper and iron. (1l. 1-20)}

Bs Sendings to the Adenese merchantsy Hagmin and Joseph be Abraham, through a
Nahod&y Rallfns (margin, 1l 1=7)

C. Sendings to the Adenese merchanty galaf be Isasc, through two merchants lisbeds
(verso, 1ls 1=4%)

D. Sundry assetss (11. 5-8)

E. Dues from the Hﬁ?"lrﬂdﬁ Mahriz and another merchant. (1l. 9~11)

Fy Debts to Mahrlize (1l. 12-15)

G« Balance in favor of the K&rd@r's brothers {(margin)

He Fragmentary mentioning of the ssme sum of 146 (fIlI) mikgfls, less two dirhams,

which completed the account on the first page, 11. 18-9, (Traces of writing

in upside down direction e

h

Translation of Sections B=G

Margin

(1) sse three consignments of irom, thres hundred snd forty pieces, weight
twenty=zix ((bahBr?)) (2} sesawhich the Ha(({god® )) Raﬂx{{lan, if God will, shall
deliver tc Sheilkh M(({agmin )) after arrivals (8) ((essLlikewise ) a small basket
of r{{ed)) betel=nut, containing twenty=one ((sses he shall de ) liver %o Sheikh
{(¥) mgnln after arrival //if God will// (4) ((..likewise, )) Hﬁgﬁiﬁ Reipin is
carrying {(... )} baskets of betel-nut, which he shall deliver to Sheikh Medmun

i

(5) after srrival, if God will, Likewise, NE]}U&E Raihiin is carrying a basket of

bronze vwessels made for Sheikh Joseph (6) ({(be Abrahe )Jm, containing seven pieces
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as follows: a round tray, a big "table=jug," a lampstand, two small "teble=jugs,™
o basin, and a ewere ﬁf all tﬁiﬂ ahgil sheikh Joseph take delivery from %the HE“;dE
Reibén, if God will.
G  Verso

(1) Also in the small ship,kﬁhere is a basket carried by Magmin be S2lim (2 ) of
wi{{hite )) betel-nut for Sheikh ;;af be Isaac, which shall be delivered to hims

(3) Also in the small ship, there are twe baskets, one of them big, ((containing})

e

{(4¢) six {(or: seven) thousand ((nuts}), of which he (i.e. ﬁalaf} gshall take delivery
from Ja{{cob ) be Josephs
D {5} Sheikh Ab@i CA1T ibn  Abdallah al=Migrl owes me, after d((elivery ), (8 ) half

& fI11 migq'ﬁl-.. ((ﬂ.ﬂéi e ;‘_}'G:." DYGLY wheats

(7 ) My master Sheikh ({Abd)) al-latif, m(ay he be remembered with ) b(lessings ),

3
owhs me five bahBr (8) "refurbished" iron, each bahfr consisting of ((ses )) farisila.
Rl b |
E (9} 1 gave to the h"ﬁ?odﬁ M{(akr ) Bz sight mi%t_q{(ﬁls )} (10 ) from my hand into his
™

hand, and Fhirtj,r two mitqils ((sesessss Likewise, ow%d to me (11 ) by Sheikh Ab )
®A13 the Little, as a favor on my side //cashed back// T((ctalZe..)

F (12 ) Due to ths Hﬁﬁgaﬁ Vahrflz, sustoms duties (L3) (\foresssss ) end for a pisce
of tin and for.ee(l4) (((and the price of = skin with oil, one third of a £11T and

a half f8j. (15) Due to him four dirhem less one fAj {{{after delivery)))s

G  Verso margin

(1) Balance to Na'ir, the brother of the K&rdar, thres filiya dirhams (2} as

well as the prics of the red and the white betel-nut.
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Commentary
3 It seoms that in the basket of betel-nuts, some pieces of another product were
ecarrieds The betel-nutz themeelves were traded in thousands, see verso, l. 4.
6 a ru.:rund tray = Ar. giniyae A pleture showing its use in Lane, Manrers end Cus=
toms of the Modern Egyptians, p. 147« Above, No. 15, le 1, & tray made of silver
was pawned in Cairos For the "table=jug", see ios. 51, 1. 29, the lampstand, ibae,
margin, for hasin and ewer, ib., 1*I25- Az we see, mostly the same wvessels were
ordered by the same merchant

Verso

1 also in the small ship - Cf. recto l. 8« It clearly appears from here that
the two ships mentioned in this document hed arrived from sncother port im Indis
and called on Ben YijU's home port, before seiling to Aden.

Kadniin be EEllim - EEB.HG- 62, where this Adenese merchant is engaged in a
similar mission.
4 ({nuts )} = As betel=nuts are sent here, it is highly probable that the effaced
word was pabba, grain, unit of any commodity, especially as the vestiges of a §
are still visibles Cf. Noe 24, 1lle T=8, where 200C betel-nutg were sent to Magmun
by BaYe
E afger d{(elivery)) = Cf. 1. 15.
6 ey - Ars Jin, sny number between 20 and 90

DHGLY = obwiocusly a local messure for wheat or graine in generalas

8 As there was a big and 2 small bahBir, see Ho. 26, 1. 4, the numbers of farasila

in a bahar diff'ered from one to another, cfs here recto, l. Ge
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9 MabrfQz = About thiz Adenese notable, whose name ocours fquuentlgnin our papsars,
ses the Introduction to Hoes 133,

11 Abu Egli, etes = Orossed out, because the monsy hed been paid bacik.

13 Crossed out, becauss delivery had taken place.

Verso margin

1 Na'ir - Ses YNo. 64B, l« B¢ Just as the KardEr, see No, B4E, 1. 1, specialized

in cardamom, thus his brother, as we sec here, in botel-nut,



