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A Deed of pcqulittance, made out and signed by

Halfon between 2Sth November and 8th December, 1133,

On MEAR
Best~predubiy in Aden.
University Llbrary, Cambridge T.-3. Glaﬂaézg 20.63

Tha‘dnuumqpt is mueh mutilated. Tts upper pert and
the beglnnings of the first seven lines preserved are torn
away, there are holes and, in addition, some words are effaced.
The rather light-greyish-brown paper 1s 27 cm. brogd and lis
more completely preserved left side 1s 33 om. long.

On the bottom, g dark-brown and particularly fibrous
piece of paper, 11 cem long, was pasted on for adding an endorse-
ment confirming the signatures of the original document. The
right silde of this endorsement is torn away and munh'qﬁ_tha
remaining taﬁt is effaced; hnwavar,-it was poasible ﬁﬁifé#
stituta it almnat completely. o

The firat line of the endorsement was written on tha
arigiﬂal document in order to safeguard 1ts. valiﬁiﬁy. Idkau
wise, there appear on the margin of the document, ab s
bottom, the beginnings of three lines, which wara.cmntinua&
on the part of the endorsement lost. These certainly con-
tained signatures on the endorsement, which were agsin
arranged in such a way that a part of thém was written on
the original document. Although only two letters are preserved
in each line, 1t seems thet each pailr belonged to a different
hand:. that of the seribe and of two slgnatories. They may

be complemented as follows:
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Mergin (1) ED = Hmdha, "This (is the signature of...)"
(2) 8H = 8aphp.or Saplh, "In order" followed by eash
logt signature

(3) 85 " » " " "
- A2 will be explalned below, in the Notes to 1l1. 30=36, two
witnesaes had to certify that the signature of the second of
the two sjignatories on the original was gemuine. It were
those witneases who :1311'9:1 on the margin.

The deed itself consists of 29 lines, comprising an
average of 14 words lnuh.. It was written and signed by Halfon.
The same hand in Nos. 86, 88, 94, 99, 102-3, 109b, 205.

As is befitling a legal dooument, Helfon writea here more
¢arefully amd in larger characters than he does in letters or
notes. However, even here the begimnings of his lines recede:
while at the top of the paper, the margin is gbout 1 em Dbroad,
at the bottom it is gbout 3 em. OQnce,; 1.2, he had to delete
s word (hy patting two dots on each 13“#}; ‘twice, 11.. 6 and
19, he turg#h a word and hsd to write it above the lma; ﬂm:
'mist-:.'r.u, a2 the lew requirez, are faithfully runnrdnd at the
end of the dosument, 1. 28. However, in 1. 10, in the sentence:
"He sald to us: and witness®, he elther forgot a word (e.g.
"write!"), or wrote a reduniant "and", obviously without ever
notioing the mistake. See also Note to 1. 24.

The desd is written in Arabie, but contalns very many
Hebrew and Aramaic legal terms and phrases, some of whieh

require explangtion, see below. The endorsement is written
entirely in Aramaic.
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A8 date, "the first ten days, ‘'Ashr, in Teveth of the
year 1445" (Selenocid Ers) are given in 1. 25. The first
day of that month corresponded to the 29th November 1133.
For this method 6f dating, which was in use in Egypt already
in pre-Islsmic times, see Vol. I, chapter "Dating and Chron-
ology" and Index s.v. Jashr.

Instesd of the name of a place, Wwe f£ind in 1. 263
"Jurisdiction of our lord Magli'ah ha-Kohen, the Head of
the Academy (27) @eo'Un Ya'qSv--may his seed lasti for ever--
son of lord Solomon ha-KSGen,,a Gaon, son of a Gaon and off-

spring of a Gaon®. .
Megli'ah was "Gaon" or the head of the Palestinian

Jewish Aocademy, whioh, owing to the occupation of Jerusalem

by the Crussders, had at that time its seat in Egypt and vas

il
eager to expard its Jurisdictlon over as many countries as .._;f
possible. The Jews of Yemen, who, owing to the Inliap trald, o

‘were olosely commedted with EEYPt, recognized it, without,
hewever, severing their relations with the Reeh Gelfitha, the
~ Hoad of the Ex1led or Jewish Exilarch, who had hls seat in Qﬂég
Baghdad. This situstion gave rise to a serious conflict, see fg{
below Nos. 86-89. It is perhaps for this resson that Halfon
414 not write--as would have been the normal procedure~-"here i |

in Aden, which is unier the jurisdiction of ete.", but omitted
the name of the town. In any case, Halfon must have been at
that time in or aroumd aden, for hils Gairf.na partner sent him,
a month later, a letter to that asddress, in whilch he mentioned
that Halfon had come back there from Inlia, see No. 83. As

it was not customary to travel by sea in Decembsr-Jamary, 1t
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follows that Hslfon was fdund,at thpt.t-inn ot the writing of
our dooument, @ither in aden oxr amnlurc 1n its nuighhurhnad.
Howeval, Etht very ossual reference to the aagount books of
Madmun, the representative of the Merchants In Adem, 11. 3
and 7T, mggntl thatour document was indeed msde out in
that 'lwum |

The document is an sgquittance, nm'.h, 1. 12,14,21,
in which Yssac b. Mgkhlfif al-Nafisl, i.e. from the Jabal
Naf@sa in Tripolitania, acknowledges t.hi raceipt of the
equivalent, _&n}_, of ]l Barakst b. Misd al-EHalabl, 4. e. of
Aleppo, owed to him capital, Agl,amd profit, Fa‘ds, 1. 9-10.

Both nurnham'-l are known from other &ccuments, see mmm
A2 the refersnce %o 'capltal and profit' indioates, there
existed between the two a contraot of partnershipef the type
commends or MijErabs, of . No. 162, 1. 11, which dogument ia
an aoquittance like ours.
| ~ The part hip had been created in two stages. ‘First,

Tsass nmi m huﬂtd over to Barakmt HaladY the fauwim

items; in the presaence of {or: "fhrough"; the relevant woerd

is town away) the likhndi}ur shipowner, lm_lm b. al-fasan ,

(11. 4-T)s

1) one or more hurdred and four ?‘tn!i'-

2  Unfortunately; both the mumber of the hundreds and the
type of the PInar are lost. As in the following, both
Egyptian and Yemenite gold is mentloned.

2) 33 Egyptian Pinmrs.

3) Peerls at the price of . . . (from 20 4. upwards).

4) 23 3a%AY and Maliki DInars.
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As the two coins are numbered as a curremncy of the sams
value, it is highly probable that 3a%dl 1s identical with
thﬂtﬁfnﬁr of Zsbld, see above Ko. 81, 1. 31. The contemporary
and rival of Mukarram, the oreator of the Maliki J. was 3a(1d
b. Na))Eh of Zabld, see Encyoclopaedla of Islam, a.v..gulaipi;

perhaps the ZabIdI D. was called, with a slight alteration,
after him.
55 Egyptian Silver uuina,;FEQQQ Hdﬁra , see above No. 21, 1.8.
The word:designing the quantity is loat.
6a) Two Bai®ss 1.e. 9,500 kg (see above No. 81, 1.24) corals
of the variatyrﬁggggf. s good quality, cof. Dimashql,
Maghfsln, p. 17, where one of the uhﬁrﬁﬂteriatiua of the beat

corals is that "the big knots are out off, qu?i'at, from be-

neath of them".

6b) A Jﬂﬂl!ﬂ. or bag, containing corals of the cheap variety,
‘Péqq (thin), ef. MahSisin ib. and No. 158, I. T, where corals

are carried 1n.nydhh1in ﬂfxdhﬂnh. Egyptian linen.
T =

7) Sperything else listed in the account bnuk,}éggggg, of
Madmin. (1. 7 restored after 1. 3). Obviously, these wers

smaller items. In any case, such a reference to the account
book of the Represemtative of the Merchants in a highly’formal
legal document shows how Important it was.

These transactions obviously were madse in Aden, certalnly
wlth the object that Barakit Halabl, while tr&val}ing to
Irdia, should use those comnoditles for purchasing Orlentzl
goods .

Later on, Isaac NafusI sent Halabl 300 Egyptian silver
coins, Muqra, through BarskZt b, Manglr al-Maghribl, or the
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Morocean, 1. 8, certainly to India.
| A8 we see, the Tripolitanian merchant uaed for his
Indian pur?haaaﬂ, with the exception of pearls amd corals,

only cash: 4 currencies of gold and one of silver.

One may ask why ﬂafﬂa! did not apply to the rabbinicsl
court of Aden, of. above Nos. 36 and 39, instead of using
the services of Halfon. Two considerations have to be made
in this connectlion. Law at that time was personal, not
territorial. Both with Muaslims and Jews, it was religilous
agholarship which counted for drswing up a legal dadumant,
not appolntment by a local authority. Halfon, who was
learned himself and a brother of the President of the rab-
binlcal court in Calro, was as good for the purpose as any
loecal religious dignitsry.

Secondly, the Tripolitanian snd the Aleppine merchants
certainly had their 'base' in Calro. Thus a witness, sta-
tionary in that town, safeguarded the valildity of the deed
better than another whose signature needed to be certified
by two other witnesses, see below Notes to 11. 30-36,

Contenta of No. 82

A. The Deed of Acquittance {11. 1-29]).
l. PFreamble: BStatement of facts, see above (1l. 1-10C)

2. Declaration of the agpplicant (Isasc NafasI) and his
request from the witnesses to testify and to draw
up tha deed {(11. 10-18) .
3. The Qinysn {H;), the ;Eé¥é;iéﬁs—ant of purchase,
by whileh, uanufding to Jewlsh law, all transactions

becane legal (11. 18-24)
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. 4. Date and Place. (11. 24-27)
5. OCorrections and final confirmation (1. 28)
6. The 8ignatures of Halfon and another witness. (1. 29)

B. ZIhe Endorsement (1ll. 30~36 and the beginnings of 3 lines
on the margins) |

An unspecifled court of two (signatures lacking; certsinly

in Cairo) ratifies the deed, as Halfon was known to them and

the seacond witness' signature was confirmed both by Hslfon

and two other witnesses.

ROTE3

Berakdt b. Misa (without: gl-Hglabl) is mentioned in No. 31,
1. 15 and 24, as a merchant sojourning in Aden and having =
partnership~with.thﬁ'writar of that letter. as we ftnﬂ here,
Teasc b. Mskhlaf, gs- BarakEt's partner, 1t is likely: that haf
wrote that- 1st.t.ar. - aaa thm In@l'odnatiﬂn I
Two, utruk ag iﬁ _j:'_ mﬁm:ty 1ndioste that 1t ii t& tm e
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hriht: uumpletaly arfaaad. Hnwuvar. tha rﬁnﬂing
- 15 aura; uf. tha twn 1aat 1attara in dlnﬁalnhi
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| | Thn Tnﬁhﬂ!ﬂ unuld'ba raaﬂ alaa nﬂ hulnngjng tn :

. . e BT N i 1 '___:_,: 3
% i n e ;_ P73 -_. re st . Lo -_-._.-\.". ¥
"|. E ;_.- T -..___.3:‘ = wt "y . [ ; N R L T ?_i
[ R TR o B
i e e L T s T A P T

P E Cuamt e, SRR e e AR T B




82/9

barrait and abrait = gbra‘tu, is inténded.
10ff. The Arab formulas of ac@ulttance occurring here are

gelf-explanatory. ;

e ey el -

For the Hebrew and Aramaic terns, ef. (8. Asaf), The Book

of Shetarcth (Formulary) of R. Hal Gaon, Supplement %o Tarbiz I,

L L LR ——

Jerusalem, 1930, p. 22f., where further lliterature ls given. | %

15 "Claim". For this expression, which is not :
1isted in Zen Yehuds, Thesaurus Totlus Hebraitatis, see the :
above quoted Book of 3hetagroth, p. 23, note 8, and below
No. 162, 1. 28. In addition:

",
R

i }
Iﬁpﬂhaliyim, p. 100, 1. 7

16 "Protest, objsction”. This form, too, is not
found in Ben Yehuda.

18 o far, all the names had been glven Iin Arablc. Here,
where the formal act of the Qiny&n (H., see sbove and Vol. I,

Indiex) 1a recorded, NafisY is called by the Hebrew form of

‘nilg name and with full titulation: "His Honor, His Greatness, i
his holiness, our master and teacher". If No. 31 as Wwe assumed,

is in his handwriting, he indeed was a rabbinical scribe.




23

24

2%

30-36

82/10

Kutub - al-sbarl: a plural from bara's, or rather ibri', not

noted in the dictionaries, but, if I am not mistaken, quite
comuon in Genlza documents.
: The redundant first is elther a phonetlical

rendering of welir'aya (H.), or perhaps a mistake. In the

numserous deeds, whare‘tnia term occurs, it is not spelled
that way.

The second signatory, Abraham b. Samuel, seems to De
unknown from other sources. He signs his name ln quadran-
gular letters ("print") which are similar to those in the
signature of JIsgac b. Samuel, above Kea. 3, 5, 11, 15, 18.
However, the latter's father was dead, already in 10$7/8,
while the father of our signatory was still alive in 1133,
as the sulogy after hils name proves: |
"may his Rock (3od) preserve him".

For the restoration of the endorsement, Hai Gaon's

Formulary, p. 45 (see above Note to 1. 10ff.}, and falrly

contemporary similar documents have been compared. Especlally

useful wes one emanating from Hal's own court, published by
Jacob Hﬂ&h in Hebrew Union Collsge Jubllee Volume, Cincinnati,

1925, p. 257/8.

The endorsement certainly was made out 1in Calro. Halfon'

who was the brother of thes President of the Eabblnlecal Court
there, was,of course, well-known in the town. However, tLhe
second signatory was not present. Therefore, his slgnature
had to be endorsed both by Halfon himself and two other
independent witnesses, of whom it 1s stgted, that thelr names
woere mentloned gbove. Thess are obvioualy the persons sign-

ing on the margin, see abovse p. 2.
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- The endorsement iteelf, for reasons uhknown to us, is
not signed. Perhaps there was a {law in the proecedure.

For 1. 30 says that the endorsement was made 1n the presence

of two witnesses, while Hal Gaon's Formulary expressly demands

that of thres.




