:iwl g | | lﬂ%; HeqUﬂﬁt ﬂ_%a Silkweaver
.ta ﬁh:pp:mittaﬁ_to pay his dab%ﬁﬁa-hiu employer in 1ﬁ§ﬁillmaﬁ§;; in order
tu be able to quit the latter's workshop, where he was 'pa:_-s;&ﬁted by a - |
?allqwéﬁﬁfker,'a rﬁnq$§d3¢ é
{(Around ‘1150 AeDo ) TS HE}{J 277
(‘H‘I‘ri'bten on left uppar nﬂrner:) From bis servant Abu 'l- J!.la* ‘be Abu t1~"
Padl alu¢3n1n11
fﬁappy afa.thﬂyffhat}are;upright'ﬁﬁhﬂ wﬁik'in tha”lEW'ﬂfftha iﬂfdiﬁﬁ&;;i?ﬁ@}_é

HEEEE_i’ the manﬁfyﬂ faars the Lnrd whn delights greatly in HiE cﬂmmand- |
mgutu-a -

% To Hi!_@ﬁellenﬂy our Lord, the 1light of our _eyes, t:ha delight of our.__ :_
%EEEEP and thﬂ crown uf our heaa thﬁmgfipﬁfh?f Prinaea Eﬁﬂmﬂﬁﬁiﬂp?imﬁll | ;
~tha Hegidim. mﬁ&:hia.namﬁ laut fnravar and may.. Gaﬁ prgigggﬂﬁhiﬂ twu Effﬁélh %
.ths nahl%mgifnaua!*§9#1fulf}}h?hgéﬁﬁh'tham'tha surEEEErgg "Inste&d.ufr3;;%r””¢ﬁné

ut 'l:ha lm-ld.. S

R T ]

_fdthara shall ha yuur aﬂns,'ynu uhnll'maku tham prinnaﬂ thragghn
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: 'Egldhururﬂ;;éﬂd ﬁf‘whnm.ia E,Jawiﬁh'ﬂpﬂﬁtﬁt‘*' This%mﬁy_p?fﬂ

3 _q.

g""'E:' ' Jneﬂkﬁ ta daatrﬂg mg. fbr ha wantﬂ tﬂ nust ma frum'the:ﬁufkﬁ
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again hﬂ haa uaid tn mu, yuu :naar falsely hy'thﬂ King all ﬁn? 1ﬂng, End
i ;;ih,ﬁf
he has alraady mnda a fhlsa ﬂepcuiﬁinn to thiu effeut. ;5:_fJ§' ; f an'
Yaur s&rvant is unahla tu quit thﬂ wurkahﬂp, far I ﬁwu a ‘debt to my

employer. Tharerurﬂ I ask Gud, the Exalte& and your Excallancy; tn aavu
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*'nuthnrity and, as B rula, did nnt giva juﬂgmﬂntn himself. Hh isauad hﬂwevur -
. :'hutrmtinna to thu judgea, imiinating in wh‘luh spiri'l: a cass. uhuuld ‘ba

'daalded ;qf& Hﬂditurranuan Euuiety ?‘( }. }

.'b) Thi! title ia mmatly nnnnautad with thﬂ Eagi&.ﬂamual h- Hﬂnaninh. whn

o
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my soul frﬂm death, by iasuing an order to tha juﬂgas to allow me to pay
the debt in installments, before I am.impriupnad. th ynur,ﬂxcallanuy make
this effort in order to ssve me, as is your ﬁhatnm'yith auy_ﬂﬂn of Israels .

‘May your well being be insreaseds

(The employer certainly wes a Jew himsalf; ctherwlse, the d&wish
judges would have had no jurisdietion over hime He employed Muglimg, &
Jew and a renegade, certainly in order %o h;?t'eﬁaier.qnntruifﬁﬁg; ﬁig em~
ployees, and precisely for this reascn the renegade wantad.tn ﬁﬁst'#hn only
Jew. The contract between the employer and the Jaborer indebted 4o him
certainly stipulated that the latter had to pay the whole sum, in osse he
left the johs This was s means to ensure that the employee would not leave
in time of a boom, ses the preceding document.

The Nagid, or head uf'tha Jers ef‘thn Fntimi& empira, was a sauulnr
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 was 1n office 1142=-1159, cfe MJ II, ps 286 The idantity 1a uurrdherata&
by the fact that of the more prominent Nagids only he is kn_c_mn %o have .
had twn'apns, who aften were referred to in 1e£tﬁra aﬂdraasgﬂ:tu_himw 3

n} Faalm 45:1?. This wiﬂh was not fulfilled. Ls far as is knm. none. ﬂf o
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Ang@n, see J, Braslevsky,
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1:: thn m -hn fam t.hu r:l ‘Ihn aﬂighh gruﬂy in Hia umandnantu.

— . ) I j
| )

Elqﬂuut of a Eilkwnlrnr tn hn pirmittad to pay his debt to his enp]qrur in

kﬂjr__ﬂ '-1'?._.;"

L

Inﬂ.ﬂnlntu, in nrdar to be n‘hla to q,uit the latter's ‘l'ﬂrk!hﬂp, where he
. wa8 perseculed hy'l,_fﬂlw—wrker, a renegade.
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(Aritien on laﬂ upper corner:) From his servant Abu 'l- Ala' b, Abu
. ml
'1- '_ | n]- f._inini.-

*ﬁ;ppy are they t.hat ‘are upright who “lk in the lam of ‘the Lord. Happy
a

ﬁf_q 31. nxunllﬁnq;-nur lﬂwﬂ,’thh light of bur eyes, ;ha.ﬂalight of our

'I_l'\-t.

hﬁrﬁ hnd thu um nf‘ﬁur“%mﬂ, iha Pri.uap ﬁf“ thir Pri:m:-a i-mi ﬂng{d of nl]

'“-l -j\

mi,tha nab]- prinnua,und d'.‘ulﬂl :ut t.h-m tha nuripturmﬂlnnm of .ﬁ your
flth%ﬂ nhnil ha rwr unna, .J;rm: shall nake then prinuau 1:: n;ll tha land. ™ °

:han is tb 1n£nrﬁ ll:.ﬁia'txcallnnnr, ot 1674 - ~ may und ultlhiiah his
glary fnr mr - thg‘h 1 u & man unnhln tb ]#ru:i:y-un:, whose iifa 18 in
dungnr* 1 'lmrk :ln n ailklaaur'a wurkahnp t.urgn'hhnr with a numbar crf Muslin

In'bﬁﬂrﬁ, dnu nf 'nham is a .?elish maguda. Thia man pnrsm:utaa me and

- ﬂuah ‘!.‘.u dut.rar na, :rc-r hu nnt.: t.u ﬂut; e from the mrkahﬂp* 111 t.hu

oali 4.

—-.-...-J.-...._._ - .

- Vo0
Mtﬁt mn tu nu, rm intrfL_&ny lmu tha Einthnﬁ—-uy—im ‘and he
hlﬂ l]runﬂ;y ddbnfai'haﬂ a fnlnn llit-nun t.n this offﬂ:t '

Your umnt 1s ‘unahll to- quit. t-hn wrkuhnp, for I owe & dubt to ny em-
p!mr. Thurafuﬂ I agk i}od, the mltad and your Exuallancr, 1;:: ‘BAVE mY
n-:m:l fm death, by inauing an nrﬁnr to thn Juﬂgn to nllnw we to pay the
&&bt i.n innt-almta, hufﬂrn I wuuld be hpriunnnd ey your Emallanny make
thl.u arrart in order to save me, as lg your hablt with eny mon nf Israel,

Hn;r your wellbeing be increased.
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{The emyloyer cartaiﬁly was & Jew himself; otherwide, the Jewlsh judges
would bave had no jurisdiction over him. He employed ¥uglips, a Jew and a
renegade, certainly in order to have easier cnntrnl over his employees and
preciasely for this reason the renegade wanted to oust the only Jew,. The
ﬁamtrlut hntruun'thn amp]qyur and thu laborer indebted tn hii nurtuinly
_ntipulatud that tha Inttﬂr hnd to pay the whole sum, 1n case h! left the
j¢h¢ thi! was a means to ensure that the employes wouid not lauru in time of
.n‘hnnn, see the preceding document. | | | |

Tha Ragid, or head of the Jews of the Iltimid umpiru_wnn 8 unaular
mthgr_‘l‘by and; as a yuls, did not glve judgments himseif. E:H;:i however
inlﬁruntiﬁnn-tn the 3udgt5, 1nd1unting in which spirit a c;;a should be
decided, of. Mediterransan Scoiety ¥ ( ). ) |

" NOTES
a) Psalm 119:1 and 112:1. The quotatione emphasisze that the receiver of the
letter was a juﬁt and Godfearing person. Theg preamble is entirely in ﬁahra-.
x b) This title is rostly connected with the Nagld Samuel b. Hananish, who
vas in office 1142~ 1169, of. WJ II, pju 286. The identity is corrcborated
by ﬁha fact that of the more prﬂninnnt Nagide only he 1s known tn have had
two sons, who often were referred to in letters addressed to hin.

none

c)}Psalm 45:17, This wish was not fulfilled. As far asz 1e known, mek of his
sunlfqunnuadad-sumunl b. Hananiah in his office of Ragid.

COMMENTS®S

1) mnt.{pmnm Aneni). stands for Anani, a family. maj’ derived
from the Palestinlan wvillage Kefar Anan, see J.Braslaveky, Our Country,

1554 ‘e 78, ?hn~ﬂlI:_Qnﬂﬂnlwiwﬂth*ﬂF4E“EﬂI‘Ifiﬁ?”fT“ii—!n&-ﬂiv axul e }Exﬁ
2) Text: gagiral-hujja. ~ L . l
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