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A GBAH]JHJTHER ARRANGES A SETTLEIEHT (SURA, LITERALLY, PEACE) ..

H'ITH A GRAHIISGH AND THE GUARDIANS OF HER OTHER GRAH]]{:HILDR.'EH FOR

HER DAUGHTER AND HERSELF.
(Alexandria, May 28, 1207)
.' This document is of special interest for several reasons, in-
particular, because it shows again the dﬁminant position of "the

old I-.ady“ in the Hed:lterranean house., . Here a widnw whuse sons are

| deaﬁ? and twn of her grandsuns are alraady grmmﬁﬁ anﬂ f:i.ght each

T ntl-rer J.n cuurl: take& the :luitiative for. the peaceful sattlemen!:,;(

- r.r:E a f&mily strife over a will.

1

’Ihg- dﬂcmnent :I.s* a ﬂraft written on a' l.nnz stri:p of' papar cnntaining

123 lines. It is in the hanﬂ of Judah, the teacher, son nf.ﬂarnn, the

phys:l;cian,;-- [A'ninan'i.'- who served also as court clerk and notary |eeikessf (aq. h

™M | —
Mhandmifmmd in Alexandria from 1201 through 1243,

have been presexved,

TS 24._.81
w”‘ 4

Testimony

Sitt al- Ma®ani ("Lady ElﬂquEﬂtE"),z the accomplished wcrman,3

" the daughter of (his) h(onor), g(reatness, and) h(oliness, our) m(aster)

and t(eacher) ‘feshﬁfﬁ,' the esteemed elder, son of Mr. Hillal, the esteemed

elder, son of Mr, Japheth, the esteemed elde;:, (may he) r(est in) E(den),

the wife of (his) h(onor etc.) Abraham, the esteemed notable, son of ...

Solomon ..., appointed her own son, ... Solomon, the respected young

maﬁ,:__ son of Mr. Abraham ..., (may his) R{ock, that is, Cod) k(eep him), as

'3



her representative, to secure all that her father had willed her in his
féﬁtanmnt at.the time nf:hig ﬁéaﬁﬁ; namély'the {familyﬁ hﬁﬁse ﬁnd 100
dinavs, |

Long megotiations had been going on between the repfesentative
Mr. Sclomon, the aforementioned respected young man, and the guafdianﬂ,

namely (his) h(onor etc.) Amram and ,.. Zechariah, the respected elders,

the sons of (his) h(onor ete.) Nethanel, the honored notable, the

trustee of the cnur:ﬁfﬁm&g-hé} r(estuin)=ﬁgden}; and_théiel¢er

J§W-’1?Faﬂ1, son ofﬁﬁhgﬂelde;“ﬂu ’lrﬂajﬁ, son of the qldgqﬁﬂpﬁ’lfFaraj,

son of Hilal, the aforementioned deceased, (may he) xr(est:in) E(den).

... Finally the deeds: of the house were presented to the aforementioned: ~ .

Sitt al- Ma‘@nl in our presence, we; the witnesses, after we had taken

proper cognizance of her, whereupon we made the symbolic ﬁufnhase from her
correctly and completely to the effect that she had received, acquired,
and taken possession of the deeds ufﬁ the house, which is known as

their’ domicile up till now and which her father had bequeathed her

in his testament.

Then she released the aforementioned guardians and all others
mentioned in the testament with regard to this house: in a legal and
valid way, testifying complete receipt, after which no revocation was
permitted and which no other document could annul nor any interpretation
could weaken. This declaration like other releases nﬁ this type was
final and binding her and-her heirs after her death for the benefit of

the guardians and the orphans under their tutélage and the latters'

heirs after their death.




This sxggnlic Eurchase was. made frum.51tt aI- Mﬂ‘ﬁnl in the

preaence of hEr hushandE ‘vau &braham .. OD the EBth lyyar of the

vear 167 of the Cr{aatiunz,g HEfes,lu son.ﬂf'Hr. Joseph, (may he)
. » *

r(est in) E(den), acted as witness together with me.

Sub reqpent 11
On the nbkxt day =~ the gold was brought, to be delivered to the

aforementioned Sitt al- Ma‘@nI. We, the witnesses, after having taken

propex- cngnizance of her,l made the symbolic pur:hase from her currectly

A% | and completely to the effEct fhat sha hﬂd rec&ived and. taken delivery of

 < f.T”ﬁflﬂﬂ dinararuf Fuatat\cuinaga anﬂ that she had released the aforementioned.

guardian& and or ha ns , tha children-uf he: two hruthera, from the

'fff“:%'weighing;dnﬂ aaﬁaying anﬁifrﬂmnsivins an;nath abuut it or about: anything . i

else cnnnacted Hith the hequest.mada tu her by her father ... Yeshi‘d ...

-in:his will. ©She has not retained any: night or claim against the

<" aforementioned guardians, or anyone connected with that will and has

released them from all claims, suits, and types of naths.lﬁ

Then the symbolic purchase was made from her husband ... Abraham ...,

son of ... Solomon ..., son of ... Jﬂshiahﬁls «»»y the husband of the

aforementioned Sitt al- Ma‘ani, that he approved in a correct, legal

way all she had undertaken from beginning to end. The aforementioned
Sitt al~ Ma'3ni had acted on condition that the aforemeantioned guardians
stood security agalnst the nrﬁhanslﬁ and safeguarded her rights by
registering the house bequeathed her by her father in her name.l?

This happened on the 29th lyyar of the year 167 of the Cr(eation).

Hﬁfe% B. Joseph ... acted as witness together with me,




........
S .

-1tﬁﬁ?31¥5Thqsba1anca nf #ﬂedinaratremaineﬂ 1nfher favnr and will be: paid out to

Testtmnny

We, the witnﬂsses, made the symbnlic purchase frum Sitt al- Kuttﬁh

the accomplished woman, the daughter of ,.. Aaron, ..., son of ...
Japheth ..., the widow of ... Yeshii‘d ..., son of ... Hillel c-.y SOM
of ... Japheth ,,., after having made proper cognizance of her, to the
effect that she had received and taken possession of 60 out of 100

dinara of Fustat coinage due to her. Whereupon she released the

guardians and: the or hans ns, the children.nf her sons, the elder Bu ’I-Hajm
fﬁf?fﬁ;ﬂ;anﬂ the elder Eu:’l-Hasan,'mﬂy God'have mercy upon them, from the

“;”:'w&ighing anﬂ asaaying and any oath concerning this or any other matter.

' 'har 11:. full 19

+' G
:Sha,recetved.alsn a pair of-meedies with pearls bequeathed her

by her husband ,.. Yeshii‘a in his will, Thus there did not remain

for her any.claim or right emanating from her marriage contract or
anything else against the executors and the orphans under their
tutelage, and she released them ."EG

The widow Sitt al-Kattab arranged this "peace" only after she had

'said to us many times: you cannot. get a settlement ‘from me unless you

have first settled with my daughter Sitt al- Ma‘dni., When she will be
settled, you can get a settlement with me, tun.z}
Sitt al-XKuttab said to us also: I shall not release you until

22 .
the guardians release me from the oath of the widow and from all other

possible claims and demands of the orphans and stand security against
them, also from all other claims, demands and oaths., Therefore, the

symbolic purchase was made from the guardians, namely ... Amram ...

and ... Zechariah ..,, and from Joseph ..., son of rabbi Hillel

I
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the schnlar,%& san.nf ....Yeshu E eees that thay released tha widow

Eitt al—Euttab daughter uf .o Aaron PN frum the oath ﬂf the widow

which to give she was obliged while cnllecting what was due her from

her marriage contract, Thus there remained with them no claim ete,

Then the marriage contract of Sitt al-Kutt3b was torn in our

presence, we, the witnesses, and no right or claim emanating from it

remained with her.

This happened on Monday, the 29th lyyar uf-the.yearclﬁl'ﬁfithe

f- geatinn!.'-Hﬁfes b. Joseph ... acted as witnasé-tngethérﬁﬁithfme.

Then.tha‘_ymhuli: purchase was made from the above ment foned

R gua:diana, nﬂmelr v+ Amram’and ‘.. Zechariah,: and. -..,g{!fthe:» esteemed i i A iy

Epunggman, that they would register Sitt al- Ma‘Enl with both Jewish

and Muslim authuritiESEE as proprietress of the house will&d:tu hexr by
her father ... Yeshi‘d ... and stand security fnr=this-regiﬂtiat1nn-

against the orphans.

This happened on the date mentioned above. Hefes, son of Joseph,

the i:r.'l.mi:ﬁha':,,Z'Ij‘El (nay he) r(est in) E(den), was with me.




1.

2.

3-- ’

Notes

This is her family:

Japheth (¢ probably identical-» ) Japheth
[ i

Aaron Hillel (Ar. Hilal) | Joshish
| I |

Sitt al=-Kuttib m, to Yeshi'Z (Bu ’l-Faraj), d. Solomon
i i b | |

Hillel (Bu 1-Najm), 4% Bu *1-Hasan, d. Sitt al-Ma'ani, m. to Abraham
Joseph (Bu!’l-Fadl} sungL} : Sﬂlimnn
and sibling(s)

Tha strange name "Eluquﬂnce“ fur bnth.mﬂlaa and females is perhaps

a mother' s-jnke,-Whaﬁetha newbnrn.mada'much nuise.

.t.
An epitheﬁ ‘in: the fhirteanth centurr*ufiiiiﬁgi?en to a respectable.

woman {al-mm:ra ’1-kam:lla-). o ﬂj’- FQ;;I_M‘E

The two brothers had inherited the nffice of their father as
trustees of the court. They had probably argued that the execution
of the testament should be deferred until all of the orphans would
be of age aﬁd able to submit any objections to their grandfather's
will they might then have.

Solomon's first cousin, For varietyléake the clerk replaced the
Heb.  Joseph b. Hillel b. Yeshti‘Z b, Hillel by its Ar. equivalents
and expressed the name Hillel (which was understood, like Ar.
Hilal, as "new moon") once by Bu ’1=Najm ("the one with the star")
and once by Hildl., See p. 16.134 ., n. 8, above and here, nn.

15, 23, 26. Even the simple words "orphans" or the™aforementioned"

are sometimes in Hebrgw and sometimes in Arabile.




6. Ar, ma;tﬁt, a colloquial form of expression, see Zlau, Grammar,

o P;,iﬁg; SR | Y- . -

?.' Of the family.

8., Since a husband was financially responsible for his wife, he had to
approve her dealings. But he rarely acted as her legal representative.

9, The number 167 is abbreviated from 4000 + BOO + 167 = 4967, cor-
responding to 1207.

lﬁ. ﬁiég&&,iShL21593 as member of thé-rabﬁiﬁi;alicnurt_nf'Alexahdria

.:lmgﬁ%iﬁéiﬂé.-fha:namaggﬁfeg;(Fuhjact of ané")fiﬁ'nnﬁ bibiica;, buﬁ-

* was uséd. during the Middle Ages. See also Isaiah 62:4.

TSI Al thandsyawm; - which is.very colloquial, see Blau, Grammar,

ﬁ;fl&ﬁr'

12.. Here one clearly sees that this phrase, normally used when a female

ey person: is introduced, was a mere formulary.

13. ﬁﬁ doubt the gold had been delivered in a sealed purse certified
as the correct sum by a govermment office or a licensed assayer.

14. Nine lines, repeating the usual phrases of a release (see here, above)
as well as the types of oaths from which the other party was freed.

'_:15;; The nﬁhﬁ.nf the grandfather had not been gi?en'befufe. This addition,

too, served the aim of avoiding monotony.

16, That is, defended her rights, when the orphans, come of age, would
sue her.

17. The last five lines of the first page are much damaged, but the
meaning of the passage is clear: The first word in the last line
is bipmuklitahat, the technical term for registering a house, see

the end of the document.



18, "Queen nf the Scribes' = a rather common name, probably in f&milies.
| with mEmbérs in govermment service (k3tib). |

19; The marriage contract of the old Iaﬁy'had.stipulated that she would
receive 100 dinars from the estate of her husband. in order to
settle first the affairs of her daﬁghter, she <ontented herself,
for the time being, with 60 dinars. Nothing is said here about
the term of the payment uf_the balance. Obviously, this was still
a moot point, and Sitt al-Kuttab, wishing_un:e'and fur all to
secure her daughter's righis, left her own claims fnf-a.Later

occasion.

§% %20, Again nine lines of almost the same:legal parlance as-above:

21. This explanation was uﬂcessﬁry-in order to justiff the stfange facf
that the-mnrriagg contract was torn to pleces (see bel&w}:althuugh
the widow had not yet received all due to her.

22, The widow, before receiving what is due to her from her marriﬁge
contract, must give an oath that she possesses nothing belonging to
her late husband,

23. This is the first time that this title is attached to the name of
Sitt al-Kutt3b's son. |

24, Here the scribe (at the end of a line) skipped over the name of
Joseph, 8itt al=-Ma3nl's nephew.

25. About the usage to register a house both before Jewish and state
authorities, see p. ;belnw.

26, Only here, where Hefes 1s mentioned for the fourth time, the position

of his father as trustee of the court is indicated, see Med. Enc.jII,

pp. 80-81.
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