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lease of a Fiece of Land Eelﬁnéing. to the Holy Shrine of Dumilh

for a Nominal Rent

Tl"Ei 10 J 4.. fsa 11 . Text in.ﬂ'aﬂ, Pe 158=9

In (Your name, oh) Me(reiful)

N
We, the undaraigned, trusted, and agpru'ruﬂ. uldara, ﬂuulmw ,"

- ‘ni!hh that we have duuiduﬁ and agrﬁﬂﬂ to Iﬂﬂ“ "‘-'-hﬂ Piﬁ'“ of lend 111

e

i'?f'-'.f{lf?_Q-’_éjwhiuh -t:here u 'l:hu 'nrell of Erannhl n'bei"J of Dumlihe 1t 1s situated

.....

"I:hs nrchnr& ‘balonging 'lsu itr- Tha lunaa ia fnr 'I:ha ﬂuratinn of 'bhirty

years fur & 'bn'l:-al of one hundred and uig!:l.'.y ﬁirhma - gix dirhems par

- 3_'.“.'?‘-"{ 'l:a anyone prepared to ;-aﬂ'n“) it wi'th the i;pana given him by

God's grace sud bountys The piece of land will be held by him, end
his ochildren after him, for the length of this period, and will then

revert to the pious foundation gu*rarnad by the original conditions,

under whichessour elder and no'l:n'hla Ilﬂlh M—Lwi..-snn of s s s our
:e}.'.-'.
eminent grnndat lﬁnhﬁ" gl J." - ma'y tha munurL of the rl&h:bunus be

blegsed -~ donated ite, We have agreed to this lease, because it is

to the benefit of the holy shrine that Its neighborhood be under cul=

tivations®

Then we all consented to lease the place to the noble elder Re

"Abraham hn-Le'ri..-:hhu Crown of the Iaﬂtg_ﬁ the Daliﬁht of thes

Erandaegj_ the Friend of the heads E.f E_ha Lnadamiaa, those far awey

‘and those nears.sthe man whose advice 1s sought by them and by us,
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may our God preserve him and his only son... I‘ﬁera was complete and

free agreemesnt in this matter on our side, and we do not permit any=
cne to raise objections. We all conourred and the signature of every=
one of us is on this dﬁﬂmu‘h- This was the right -I:hing %o do, and we

inaiut ancarrying it but. Hu giva 8 free hand tu ‘bhﬂ lanuu of ‘I:hi!

5;'--.;piaua o:l? Iund tn ru'vi'nf) 11: i any way he sees fit. ond there will ‘“i =

i _.nn nlniana" lElinat hin, or di#pn'l:u with him. ﬁuring thil perinﬂ ’i““ e

.: H‘é‘:’i‘lﬂ

“ hﬁ, .,gnﬂmﬁ thin 1;53.1‘13. 'l'ha leanae hu tha righ‘h tn sow thiu Co

'15:111 nnd tn inata.ll an irrigation whael in 1%, du:riug this p-ariu-:’l,

'r.nh

muurﬁing tu hin nmu.' And Peacel All is valid confirmeds

(Aa the manmuscript contains no signstures, it nbvicrﬁal}' represents
a copy or, perhaps, s drafts Despite its strong wording, the extremely
fevorable conditions granted to the lessee ln the dooument possibly

gave riﬁa_ to oppositions )
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Notes

-y

a) Literally: "the -mi:_:;Ll (Ar. bIr), the spring (Hebrew ma’y&n )"

b) Literallys "Its fortress” (fign)s The place of pilgrimage was
surrounded by & high.wnll, as we know rrﬁm_litera?y gources (see
'.ET!_AE_ 155 ff); From here we learn that, 1naﬂd1‘b1ﬁn, it pﬂﬁsaﬁuad'

A littiﬁ-rurtrua: or 1utuhturur- 'J;ig;ﬁéiﬁ;i :

'.ﬁiﬁjﬁjTha'imrﬂ uaad in.tha ariginnl hﬂra and halnw;z.;ﬁar;.méans hﬂfh

i 'l:n erau‘h a huilding and tu put 1md Imdar uul'l';i'i.raittinn;. ﬂunuida-r:';'-;i-x';": -

i:ag the long term of the lease, the ﬂiwyiynf:mat pra'hnhly-ru-.

fers to the erection of ﬁuilﬁinga; &haifiﬁﬁ;qgnﬁs, perhaps; that
the neighborhood of the ho 1y ah:ina*raul&uﬁﬁﬁa'ﬁudum; less lnnﬁlya

As an afterthought, at the end of the document, the lessee was per=

mitted to use the site for agriuultural_pgiﬁﬂuua onlye

~d) This man was of an ancient family and thg-grgndfuthar of Maimonides?
wife (see ATaS, po 157 ) o

e) Or: built up (see Note o e

f) 8ee Note c.
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with that 31.._ have dos aided and -smx;:wf;{__ e i%é@;m of land fn |

| which thm h the mll of |
i N
: sesthe ﬂrm of thn hﬂm th- Delipht of the
andess, the Friend of *&!ul hoads ﬂf'thl As




Pt
D
zHE
-
iR
-C_
i,
e
-F'
;.-h
r
_.,.._h.n:.nd_}
-J

# .fﬁ;;p.umﬁﬁh m: mw on our m. mﬂ wo do not ﬁuﬂi w-

£ one to rates obfections. We all comurred and he siguature of evory-
ks mufﬁlhuthhdﬂw. m:m:thm%ﬂimhh,m“
mm**w carrying it out. We give a frée hand %o thi lessee of this
plose of land to revive®) 16 in wny wy h m- £1%, Mthﬂwﬂlh
mﬂniu:ﬂinnhh'wmlﬁthm mmmumd tlm-
nmmﬂmm.m.nf The lesses Tms the right %o sow this

IMMhmu ummtmmd_?l%th during this perdcd,

T T

unurih;tnhum mmn mhm&d&nuﬁm&.

Qlth mmm sontaine 20 ﬂguﬁrn, 1 Mm}ar sents

- r .' * -"'i‘ ‘h
_:‘r.. . }'“‘ :-'%

{’?ﬁf ¥ 'P"'**ri"?"sf"{r
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e)

b)

Notes |
Literallye “the wall (Ar. bfr), the spring (Hehrew ma’yin )"
Literallys "Itz fortress™ (Yign)e The plase of pilgrimage was
surroundsd by a high wall, as wo knmow from literary sourdes (see
ATaS 158 ££). From here we learn that, in addition, 1t poseeased
& little fortresz or watohtower.
The word used in the original hare and hlﬂ,.m means both
to erect s building end to put land md'ur ﬁltimim Consider—
ing the long term of the luu,m stipulation most probably re-
fers to the q_rwt!.nnfufj"t;ﬂdingh Thoir hope was, perhaps, that

the mighherhaoﬂ*’:ﬁ' the hely shrine would thus beopme lesp lonely.

"
J""

-

As an afterthought, at the eml of the dooument, the lesses was per—

mitted to use the site for egrioultural pirposea onlys

_ This men was of an ancfent family and the grandfather of Natmonides®

wife (ses ATaS, p. 157 )
Ors budlt up (see Note o )e

Bae Note a.
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