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Econouie Life
A Farm Manager Advises the Absentee Landlard to Replenish
His Stock of Dees o
7.~8, 13 J 26, £. 19

{i» san be coneluded from the epithts used in this letter, it was
addressed to Mevirakh, Nagld, or head of the Jews in the Fetimid empive,
arcend 1079-1310 (see p» ). The high priee of the beebives and the

faet that a wpecial letber %o the tex=-farmer of the distriet sonserned ves
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aterest mnﬂm@t W-ww Mwﬁﬁﬂh’ 1ttls mate-
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ufwur m}lw, cur lord, the ¥

vax - 4n to inform you that the bees will parish if they are not reinforced

ymdﬂiﬂmlm It was agreed between your Mmdmthﬂ

feiayms..

mmmmmmmnummn:. oﬁsﬂum

. dinars. m; nothing has arrived and only the remainder of this

nonth of Toveth (December/January) = may God lot you experience ite bless»
ings = yemains for purchasing bess. I will await an answer to these lines
ﬂnmmmm-mmu. Ifmdniﬁutumhln-thmk
please send the money immediately, and Sogether with 1% » latter to the
oldar AV OHILED, the tax-farmer of JasIrst Gamsaniyys.®)  For the bees
m1muummm,m.wmwmmummm
servant to cmry out yowr instruotions. |
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If, however, you have abandoned your plan %o buy bees, please send
a messenger together with a letter to vhomever you see £it to assist me
in the selling of the small stock of bees, whish still remaing !’w-i.f':lt
w11l not be sold immediately, it will p-mn. Whatever you see fit to
" order w11 be um-a out. May the | ' "

a) 1ummumw,mnmmmm
b) From Lover Egypt, m‘:ﬁmllﬁmmlﬂhupm-tnm
o) Presumably the local judge of the plave, from which the letter was

. semt, Most likely, he also copled out this mest beautifully written
Y{E mm;rawmmummmmmwﬁwmm
attached to the werd "Judge."



EoconemioLife
A Farm Manager Advises the Absentse Landlord to Replenish
His Stock of Bees

 T,-S. 13 J 26, f. 19

(i3 can be cnnc:ludud from the apith-ta used in this letter, it was
addressed to Ha?ora.kh, Nagid, or head of the Jows in the Fatimid empire,
around 1079-1110 (see p. )+ The high price of the beehives and the
feaect that a special letter to the m;farmar of the district concerned was
nacessary for their acquisition, as well as some minor details, are of
interest. The postseript explains why we have comparatively 1little mate~
rial about farming in the Geniza: fhese affairs Iwere horﬁa.lly attended

to in person and not by correspondence.)

In Y(owr name,) O Me(reiful),

The reason for the writ.iug uf thase 11:1&9 - magr God prnlma t.har life

of your Eceallannr, our lnrd, in ‘the s, t gid, th

wex - :ls to ini‘crrn rau t'.hat thu "beea will perish i.f." t.hey ara nnt reinfurud'. |
h;' anme additimal s‘bonk. It. m um&d b&twanm aarm}ﬁﬂn& m tha-t. G
rﬂu would s&n& mm&y fur i:.he pumhasa I::-I' fiftr b-aahi'ras, cna'bing 'l:wentr

| '_::dinars._ Hmm, nbthing has arriwﬂ and unl:r the remaindar of thi&

'manth of Tﬂ?&th (Deuambarf’.hnum} - na;r God 1&1; ;ram: a:.perianne fts 'hlusa— :
ings - remains for purahasing beess I will aweit an answer to these lines

with your instructions and orders. If you decide to purchase the beesg,
please send _‘f.ha money imheﬂatel;r, and together with it a letter to the
elder ALl Ghalib, the tax;farmer of Iaz;fat Qausanijr}ra.a) For the bees
will heve to be purchased there, and a kind letter from you will help your
servent to ir:ﬁrry out your instruetions,
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If, however, you have abandoned your plan to buy bees, please send
a.massenger together with a letter to whomever you see fit to assist me
in the selling of the small stock of bees, which still remain; for if it

will not be sold immediately, it will perish. Whatever you see fit to

order will be caerried out. May the uglg?b&igg of your Excellency and

thét of your two sons, the noble princes, wex forever, Amen, Se;l.ah,. .
Your servant kisses your kind hand. He is full of longing to see

- you. May t(he) H(oly one) b(e He) b(lessed) accept from him his prayers

for you and for your sons, may their wall;hei_ng be plenty.
Instead of writing, your servant intended to come uph) to your Fx~

eellency, but was advised by the Jhdgg“} not to do so.

Name of the sender, written on the otherwise blank reverse side of the lat.ﬁr:
Your servent Abu '1-Faraj, son of Hillel, m(ay he rest in) E(den).

Notes

a) 4 district in Lower Egypt, between Alexandria anﬂ:ﬂa.iru.

b) From Lower Egypt, one's travel led on the Hile upstream to C#ira.

c) Pfam‘hly the local judge of the place, from which the letter was
sent. Most likely, he also copied out this most bﬂa.uti.f;illly. written

letter; for otherwise, one or more honorific epithets would have been -
attached to the word "Judge."




