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The document does not specify the tax forming 1its

TAKING OQVER FROM A BROKE TAX FpRMER TN AL-MAHALLA

subject but there is 1ittle doubt that it was the tax on the
manufacture and dyeing of silk fabrics and their sale. In
his list of Fatimid imﬁasitinns, (temporarily) abrogated by
Ea;ggfn,_ﬂaigizi,'l, ?'_105‘ 1. 5, nates that rusum al-sahgh ;
-wﬁi?@ﬁrir "the dues for dyeing and silﬁ“ in Fustat amounted j
to 334 dinars - almost exactly the sum we find here noted for ;
al—Ma?allé (335 dinars). From a query submitted to Moses j
Ma;haﬁides, it is evident that the Jewish silk workers of
al-Mahalla were at least as strong as those of Fustat, see
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This deposition was made before us, we, the under-

signed witnesses. Thus it was:
‘ There appeared before us the elder Ahil ll—Rigé, ,
r’/’}gh@, MK, Jacob, the honored elder, fzhe#p'bhle and %enercusza
.'EI son ﬂf;bf@;hilﬁ”'gﬂ-;ﬂ. Joseph, the elder, ?ng. hé%'x;il sggﬂﬁ ic:-*n&g: E[dﬂt}
"I had intended to take over the tax g;%ming of great al-
F

mirired T
of the elder Abi Yl-faraj,
ke ) glext i) T Eldewt oo

' E Mahalla, which is in the hand(
' - I".h a - et A -
son of R. Abraham, gj é'./.,”ﬂnd of his son Abi »1-Khayr.

M. Yeshil,
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Then I pondered over the straitened circumstances of these

people, their liabilities and indebtedness to the diwén3

and thought that if I tocock that thing from theghﬁhrnugh
machinations, force, and getting the better of them, they
would suffer damage, both from the side of their relation
with the diwan and their loss of income. Thus, considering
their welfare prior to my own and confident that with God's
favorable decree and help the welfare of all of us would be

served, I make this proposal.

0f the debts of these people, I pledge to pay to the
diwéq,faﬂ dinars //in the course of four vyears//, 20 dinars
each year, not more than that. Whatever might be above that
sum I am not obliged to pay. This on condition that the
suqerintendent and director of that office grant me the tax
ggiming at the same estimate and price imposed on them at
present without any rise and that they relinquish the lease
-4

and transfer it to the aforementioned elder Abi ?1-Rida

without rise,

The aforementioned declared that the estimate of
the lease imposed on them amounted to 335 dinars. If the

superintendent and director of the diwan would be prepared to




transfer the lease solely with a rise, then this rise would be
included in the sum of 80 dinars, mentioned before, and the
elder Abi ?1-Rida would not be obliged to anything more than

80 dinars for both payment of their debt and a possible rise.

On these conditions the symbolic purchase was made
by us from the aforementioned elder Abi ll—Rigé, and alsc from
the aforementioned elder Abi »l-Faraj and his son, especially
on their obligation to transfer the lease; we made it completely
and strictly, valid as from now, in the prescribed manner,

voiding all secret depositions and stipulatilons.

This happened during the first ten days of the month

Cﬂﬂ.ﬂ.tﬂt; -
of Elul, 1458, Fired—fidle—ahc valid, q,n—u:{_ Cgh‘fq'rz_wg).
A s ¥

Amram ¢. R. Jacob, M.A B«
(M.g:pa irtE) ——L{:t;‘f'j ey,
| Efelen ).

Zakkay}ﬁ. Moses, m{ Er
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NOTES

lThroughnut this document the writer uses the form
Abi 2?1, which is neither classical nor colloguial, probably
because he believed it was correct Arabie, In TS 12,594,

translated p. , below, he writes Abu, the form normally used

in spoken Arabic,

2& Hebrew title, based on Isaiah 32:5 and conveyed

on its bearer'hy a Jewish authority or the grateful local

community.

a
3The government office concerned with tax fé¢rming.

éThusﬁ instead of "me", for the sake of clarity.

5This was the Jewish judge of al-Mahalla at that time,

who also wrote this document., He was alsoc a copyist of books,
and fragments of his productions have been preserved, see
PP. {H)IIIJ'.1 below. See about him and his library N. Allﬁny,

Kirvath Sepher., 43(1968), 125, and S. D. Goitein, 1ibid., 44

{1969), 127-128 Med. Soc. I1I, p. 574, n. 50. The six letters

written in zigzag above and beneath the signature can be
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1dentified with the help of other signatures of Zakkay;ﬂfrﬁl

Moses. They are E, m, Y. E, sh, w, an acrostic of Psalm 121:2:

“My help comes from the Lord, who makes heaven and earth.”
Zakkay's son, Sclomon, adopted the same motto while signing

TS 18 £ 1, £. 28 in Cairo, in the year 1177,

When our document had fulfilled its purpose,
presumably after the lapse of the four years stipulated in
it, Zakkay re-used the paper for copying on it a long passage
from an ethical work in Arabic language. He filled the top and
margin of the document and the whole reverse side (which the

librarian tock as thefiectn}‘

9y
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