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Fatimid
Five persons are mentioned in this short document: the/caliph

al-Mustangir (ruled 1036-1094); his viceroy Badr al-Jamali, entitled
Amir al-Juyush, or commander-in—chief, the actual ruler of Egypt 1074-
R94% #he.ARtiEEIBISHATSe HEIGHo1EnE0aRE: REOR ikERELLy, since the men
ﬂ-pgﬂgs without any title; after ten years of turmoil/various branches
of /administration were entrusted to personal slaves of the viceroy;

a Shaykh Abu Iﬁﬁgq, probably the finance director of the district
concerned; finally, the taxfarmer, also introduced without any title.

MﬂEVLhEJL

The two zakats, which form the object of the contract, probably were
the taxes on animals and on certain agricultural praducta.l It is
remarkﬁagﬁmigﬁzSﬁ%ﬁwgacumﬁnt contains no protection for the lessee,
EEpeciallyithat the government is not empowered to accept a higher
bid. Obviously it was taken for granted that during one year no change

was feasible.
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English syntax does not permit +o imitata the sequence of the Arahq
gentence ,where the name of the tax farmer appears only in 1. 5 as th )
'1ast of the five ?eranns presented above. /ﬂf

The ducumsnt was iasuad by & government notary aﬁﬂ is, of cuurae,.(.
{written in ﬁrabic charactars.} o

In the Hame nf Gnd th& All-HErcifulq .
Musa b. ‘Isa (Mnﬂes, son of Jesus}z guaranteed to our 1arﬂ and
master, the Imam® al-Mustangir billdh, the amir of the true-believers,
\ may God's prayers be upon him?}ﬁl %’ ure fathers, and kis sons, the |

imams, the most noble ones;
and? to the illustrious lord, the Commsnder-in-chief, the Sword

of Islam and Protegtor of Mankind, the support of the judges of the
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Huslims5 and guide of thq;rapagatars of the faith of the trues
believers’ may God strengthen through him the religion and, by
granting him long life, gratify the amir of the true believers;

and to his slave Hatim b. Faraj;

under the supervision of the Shaykh Ab@ Ishaq Ibn Timur 'b. Munajja,

that he would collect the two zakats in the village known under

the namﬂ of Qabil for the fiscal year four hundred seventy ninea

“?against thﬁ payment of an amnunt of eight dinars of full weight

avery . mnnth, equally di?idad.
He will make these ments
Paynemkxwixtxeexmade/without resistance, mmkimg objections,

advauzing excuses,or pretexts,knowing that this will be Tor his own

protection and welfare.

He accepted thia obligation in the presence of witnesses out of
his free will, ;i& fldi:é;, and endeavor, not forced, compelled,
or constrained.

. gmxihexft During the first ten days’ of Shawwal of the year

 four hundred}ﬂln three copies, identical in their wording and

‘sense. Witnessed by his excellency

11

A'azz b. nghf'al-Angari : “Witnessed|Ex Zayd b. Jabir

Witnessed by Jabir b. al-Hasan al-Saruji all that is

written in this document

and wrote this with his own hand
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NOTUES

lFur the zakat taxes see Claude Cahen, "Contribution a 1'étﬁde

des impots dans l‘ﬁgypte médiévale," JESHO, 5 (1962), 252-256,

(cee m

and id.,"Le regime des impnts dans le Fayyum ayyubide,” Arabica,
5 (1956), 20-21.

2

This Moses, son of Jesus, was, of course, a Muslim.

3ImE.m which means also leader in prayer, is a more religlous
daaignatinn of the caliph. Al-Mustangir hillah is a title, meaning
“Eeeker of support from God".

4I read here wa-li-‘inayat, "and to the attention of." Originally J
I had read wa-li-'ibadih, "and to his servants", namely the Amir
al-Juyush and his administrator; but even considering the extreme
hastineas of the writing of this e¢lerk, I cannot believe that the
last but one letter could be a d.

This title emphasizes that the viceroy supported the decisions of
the religious courts. Normally, a decision by a qadi was by no means

carried cut automatically by the secular arm. Tla's v Te #”M’“}
Ypeay © wal £t O.p e VES 8L 3;;:!*:,;4*;: M e:'ls:ﬂt‘l-”e;n'E';,3Jr £.00.
Cne of the main duties of the Fatimld government was the disseminatio

of the Isma'ili creed. Consequently, the highest dignitary of the
state was also the head of the du'at, or Isma ‘'1l] missionaries.

TThis name could be read in many different other ways.

BThe year 479 A.H. began on April 18, 1086. The village of Qabil

was situated In the Buhayra province in the western rart of the Nile
Delta and had,according to Ibn Dugmag, V, p. 110, a fiscal value

of 4,000 dinars. Here, its two zakats brought 12x8=96 dinars. See
also Omar Toussoun, La Géographie de 1'Beypte a 1'épogue arabe, I
(Cairo, 1924), p. 275.
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ianr this way of dating see above, p. . The reference is, of >—

IXyhether this strange date is a flagrant mistake, which, in any
Jewish court would invalidate this document, or whether this re-
presents an elegant abbreviation permitted in a Muslim deed, I
cannot say. Too few Muslim documents from this period have been
preserved, or atl least seen by me.

A'azz-"The most honored"(I am not sure that my reading is correct),
Nimesk Namir - "Leopard". Zhg %Efﬂﬁ; odelper”, was a title of honor
for the Muslims of Medina who prnvided[ﬂuhammaﬂ and his followers.

l2]5‘1:*:»:& Saruj, a town in northern HEsnputamia (today Turkey). The new

viceroy, an Armenian by birth, brought many people from south-western
Agia with him to Egypt.
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f course, to the preceding year, A.H. 478, in which the first of
the mnnth nf Ehawwal fell on January 20, 1086. o —-
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Claude CAHEN

UNIVERSITE DI DPARIS

Paris, le 6 5 71

FACULT® DES LETTRES
ET SCIENCES HUMAINES

SECTION DES ETUDES ARABES Dear Professor Goitein,
ET ISLAMIQUES

- - Thank you for your letter and your Geniza text.
I regret of course,but I cannot say I am supprised,that you give up re-
viewlng Ashtor’s Frix,as ¥I myself do not know how to get out of the rex
view 1 have promised to write for the Revye HistoriqugeI camnot tell at
present what I shall do for JESHO,so don’t worry about the check now.

_ As_for your rather puzzling Genlza text3I am ‘afraid I have nothing
. worth interest to say.I don’t remeuber having ever come agross the for-
S mula or the verb Jjarrag in that technical usesHowever the rea-.

_here evident I have to.accept them.In some cases there are
obut it isg likely heresas you say,that the reference is to
L WO, : s Legally the zakal being a procent tax,lt is impossi- .

 ble to pro " inadvance a fixed sumibut it dis: ' thatyat least for

the agricultural R X RAR R IR XX AR ] 't.ﬂ:'_ in Eeypls eir ﬁﬁgﬂ was indeaj

converted imto a fixed sum.The system of farming,which is more usually
t

ngmed gabdla,is well known for 3but,though. I know of no other case
of zakdtfarming,T don’t see why it should not be,Legally too the zakat
should usually be a lunar and not solar( )taxsbut we see from Na-
bulsI,for instance,that the agricultural(and pastoral)zakat at least was
?al%hgccﬂrding to the sgolar year,and of course it could not be otherwise
in this case. |

As Tor the dating,I think that in muslim courts too the mistske ig £
too great not to be a cause of invalidationyhowever I cannot ascertain
it completely.

How did such a contract find its way into the Geniza?

Perhaps you heard of a thesls by Hasanayn Rabie,a fermer student of
Lewigs,which 1is just about to appear,on the fi es of the Ayyubid and
early Mamluk periodjLewis says it is very ‘goodyand . I know the man who
surely deserves consideration.He had about six years ago written an ara-
bic thesis on the same question,much shorter and less accurate,but al-
ready valuable. )

Probably you heard of the | Inopinate death of Le Tourneau,and that -
of Wiet.Il don’t know how the colleag@les in Alx will manage without Le
Tounreau. I suppose you had met him at Princeton.

I don’t remember whether I should write to Philadelphia or Princeton
In any case I suppose the letter will be forwarded to vou.

Mogt sincerely and respectfully
Claunde CAHEN

z“ i
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