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P A

by Eschiva, Countess of Tiberias (ca. 1180).

The imprisonment (and torture) of defaulting debtors was common
practiﬂe, see, €.£., pP. LB II), above. The letter here tells
1
fahnut the imprisanmgnt of the wives anﬂ chiﬂren nf ahacunding dahtura,

;-& whn nwed munay tn Eachiva (Echiv&} tha cuunteas of Tiherias anﬂ __”_\
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-:EMT:ﬁEfTha letter ia written in haautiful, claan.Hahraw suript and a vivid.
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R prunﬂuncadly vernacular Arahic, raminﬂing thﬂ reader of tha writer 8
| -anntemparary Usama b. Mungidh, axuapt thatrit is far closer to the
-spnken language. The writer is the maternal'uncle, and cartainly
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r;g;;;ﬁggggg,alan the father-in-law of the fugitiva debtnr1 .
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i 'i”:” our) name, oh Mhrci ful B0 Hes
: _"Bleﬂsed is the man who trusta in the Lnrﬂ atc.ﬂ (Jeremiah 17:7). 3
e _;Thﬂ purpose of these linea to my dear son, may - God prulang his
A :.. -about the extent of our
bR 1ife, kaap and taka care of him, is ta infarm you. hn::m::h lunging and
yearning aftar yuu. Hay Gud hring us tugethsr ‘soon in the happieat of
: - circumatanuaa.
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!ﬁw, had wa4 known that you are ahla tu fnrget your son and your
wife and put them out nf ynur haart. we would never have enabled
. lgnu tu travel. But we. had - rnur besﬁ interests in mind and thought

.f%éﬁgéﬁ,yau wnulﬂ raturn.auun. Instead, yau sit &rnund in foreign places.

; W;ﬂf?f”hat ara yuur intentiﬂna? Who dna: nnt think uf his wife and child?

fHare ynu.aﬂen anyuna acting lika ynuraelf sa that you ahnuld have
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2 heanfinﬁuuud tn act like him? Luak at'$E id. a fureignﬂ;kfhﬂ
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| 'T?"”Fﬁnre exert themselvesd for strangera. Ve really aia not believe that
it was necessary to write yﬁu.all.thia. Come under-all circumstances.
'Jffﬁﬁﬁn you are here, we might maké'pfﬁﬁiéaﬁ_fn'the Count and to the
' Tady, the ruler of Tiberias, pay them a "bribe"of (1)20 dinars’
.Fa&'thaf thny P tham fraa anﬂ yau will rerund them later what you
. owe them.
| e | Thia harah traatmant was meted uut to them nnly because you
- _:#_ remainad away sn 1nng E#an 1f rnu.had travalad tu India, yuu could
'.‘have raturnad meanwhile. Hb dnuht - the uampany of tha Egyptians,
and thair fund drink anﬂ muainlCI ara enjnyahle tn yau* Did we nat'
'{"ﬁ'iJ_. Etipulate with you that yuu.ahnulﬂ not stay more than two.. months?

What kept. you so lung? Ynu'neverutnld us-nhxt exautly what you
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ware dning, nor did we: reive any latter uf ynurs giving us a aatia-

;;?P fying report, or telling us how much ynu cullected but you 1eft your
- _uife and son impriauned without paying attention. Eo please come
3T_immediately and we two-shall canparate tu gat tham.aut.
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[Aa was nften ﬂone, a nuta ﬁn tha margin and top of the page
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i Frum his maternal uncle Zadck, son of R. ﬁi HEmar,

the member af the
caﬂemﬁ. may he rest in Eden.
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lﬂaymend, who is referred in this letter, returnad from Muslim
captivity in 1173/1174, and Eschiva remained ruler over Tiberias
.3;5mf1 until it waa taken by Saladin in 1187. Thue the letter must have been

':fﬁﬁ¥EWTitten gsometime in between thaae two datea Eee;hR. Grnuaset,
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EA foreigner in PalaatinB, and not a: native' ‘he had therefore
_1esa reason to return.

‘aﬁﬁ}?&fﬁﬁﬁ GHamely, that nis wife and’ uhild will pariah 1n the prison. Ar.

.'_-:.';Lad ‘alimt min ~squb a.l-khabar

THEaning the Jews.

Bﬁr hit aggahu, emphasiﬂing again, aee n. 5, that the addressea

sﬁmuat a:art hinself for his cluaeat relativ&a at laaat as munh aa

f,'nthars du fnr atnangers*

gTaxt. din’ wa-‘ishrin, which cannot mean l dinar 20 quats, sinca_
wia mere jaurney tu Egypt uuat a multiple nf thia Bum.. With din a new
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g 'Vfiiha°hegiﬁs'aﬁd I assume the writer skipped over the little word
mi mi’a, lﬂD. Tha actual payment dua might have been something around
300 dinars, a reasanable sum tc ha paiﬂ by a tax farmer to the

leﬁﬁgﬂvarnment, sea mh:y Eectiun'ﬂ II, ahn?e.
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Becauaa af the 1ncaaaant wars hafwaen ﬂhristiana and Muslims and

4;::_- hetwa&n.ﬂuslims themaalves apuﬂalyptic expentatiana were Trampant

in thnaa days, s6e . Hﬂﬂ. Enc., III, uh. X.
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in thelaignature,'abuve) but fhhﬁd alau amﬂng Byzantina Jews ﬂf

Breek tnngua..

1TIﬁThE letter is antrusted tu the carriar and the aarrier to God.

Ar. amana m adda, often fﬁunﬂ in 1attera sent thraugh private persons

anﬁ nnt the cﬂmmaruial mail. ) Q :F¥gf.;":A
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