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ACCOUNTS FOR THE TRANSPORT OF A BALE OF PURPLE CLOTH
FROM OLD CAIRO TO SFAX, TUNISIA (AROUND 1100)

o -

Freer ﬁallary, Haahingtnn, | Text in Gottheil-
No, XXXVI Worrell, pp. 164-6
(This document is particularly instructive, aa.it contains nu less
than fifty eight details concerning ome single shipment. In most of the
other accounts preserved in the Geniza only the major expenses and pro-
ceeds are listed. |

A full discussion of the text translated here, which may Esaﬁ- as a

commentary to it, is found in MEDITERRANEAN EDGIEIT, nhapter ﬁ {11). ﬂur

tranalatiun diffe:ra w:.del;; and alnmat in every Eﬁ:&tﬁnﬂﬂ from t.he ﬂrainn
accompanying the published text. In many cases, the reasonsfor our
deviation are aelf-eﬁdent; in others, the interested reader i& advised to
use the explanations .in MEDITERRANEAN SOCIETY and the .ﬁnuﬂt_&tim_n_s provided
hﬂ-ﬂ'} | _ . _ _ . _ .
I(n :rouﬁ nam=. . | | |
Mcnunt fnr t]m elder Ahu 'l-map, sun af Jasaph.

I have rﬂaaiﬂﬁ fran Tau, u:f 1nrd.. a hale nf purpla (clath). Ve

-"l."' -l.
,-. :h 3 * ", -;.a-;.- _\.L---- ,. n, !-EII..I,'!. 5 a..-

'b-

o fur tlm axpenns. Th& tﬂtal 72 dima._
| Th.& following e::p&nseu ‘are’ tﬂ be niedu¢ted from this: |
Transport to t;hr(ﬁila) boat: 1°, Tip for the sailors: 1. Dues paid :
at the arsenal: Half a dinar. Sealing (of the consignment), official money-

ﬂhang&:; proprietor's mark on the patch and payment to Abu Muhammad: an
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; 53'yEratu1t3’tu tha wardengz ljh- "&dvance“ (Gn thﬂ freight fur} ﬁhc &hip:

Frear XCOVI, p. 2

eighth dinar. Coveringsl: 1-1/2. Porters: 2-1/2. Spit®: 1/4. OController
of mightz: 1/8.

The Iﬂllﬁwing expenses were made in Rosetta:

Freight for the boat: an eighth dinar., Dues: a quarter (of a dinar),
a sﬁcﬂl and a gra.in d Transit permit for one shipment: 1. TUse of landing
space: 1/4, Clerk: 1/2 and 1/8. Bread for the camel driver and the guards:
1/4 and 1/8. TFerry: 1. Three guardsmen: 1/2 and 1/k.

Transit permit for one shipment at the Sidriyya Gate: 1-1/2. A4 pot: 1/b,

ILodging fnr two ﬁighta, guard.:l.ng (the bale), a wa.taz;-jug, the gate kngﬁarh'

and inspe-:turs, (111&511:1&}, a praaant,} the rolling and carrying (of the
bule) to the storage Harahmue 3=1/2 and 1/4. Hire of one camel: a sixth

(dinar) and a quarter giraj. For the officials of the Diwan®: one dinar

Tutal sil*ver spent: 22-1.{2 qlrat.s 3 Eﬂlﬂ.- b dinars exnﬂbla'; R&ceived <

| '_'frum you fﬂr axpunsea: 5 dinars. Ba.lan.ca in your favor: ome and half qira.l;-a.

Account of goods sold: One bale of purple (cloth), snlai for 60 dinars
a hundredweight, Its whight - in the storehouse of the representative (of
the merchants) - : 474 (pounds)s Tare: 30, For the Sultan and the young

munﬁt 3-1/2. Balance: 440-1/2, Price: 264 1/6 and 1/8.

- ant 15~ /s q‘.‘l.rai,'a. Packer: le and 1/b.  Ben *Afn al-Daula--l-UE- :.

Pnrtara: 5. (Eturing thg hala in.thm} caﬁi (af the storage Haruhnuﬂa)t 1F112.??:£: i'%

'Fastanuraht z-l,fz. 'Iranspart to the place nf &mh:u:'katiun. 1;'2 ami 1,/#. T 0

| _gnt-u keupuru a:ui inspa-::turs, gratuitj' to the fastanurﬂ anﬂ Pﬂ'ﬂ’mﬂﬂt '-'-ﬂ ﬂ“ ey {

{7 ertveiot the plate of sabarkation: 1-1/2 and 1/B. Tip to the asilorer 2:;_



Freer XXMVI, ps 3

ar

Expenses deducted from this:

Commission: 6-1/2 and 1/8 dinars. BSale's tax: 7 d. and 1 girat.
.I‘ar the young mehn and the Eﬁtm: one and ;.'half dinars, amd a guarter
and an eighth. A water—jug: a half and an eighth (dirham). Due at the
gate: one and a third dinar., Transport (from the ship to the warehouse): |
a quarter dinaxr. The remsinder of the freight: 3 dinars apd one qirEf.
Transport (from the warehouse) to the caravansary: a quarter dinar.
Present instead of the gold to be paid to the customs house’: Payment
for a stnrerﬁnm: a quarter ﬁin&r; | RSk s SR

Total: 21-1/2 (dinars) and one qirEi;. |
The following was brought byt.n.li. {%}fﬁqﬁgﬁﬁ Weight during
_bu,ﬁ.ng and selling: two and a half hundredweights and one pound, Price
(per hundredweightd, obtained after all due effort made®: 55, Tntal
Pl‘ﬂ-:eeds' 3#8._- - - | o | i

Tn ‘na dﬂdﬂﬁtﬂd fram thiu... th& Elﬂlfa (dinarn} and ﬂnﬂ qa, charged

} h;r A:Li, t.ha repraaantativu (nf thﬁ neraha.ntnh _Id.kﬂiaa, the pricar nf the

1_-. *g_.- " " e
":I.-'-",'-u n"‘"f‘i"r.’-'-\,_ [

| nil: 22-1,!?... Haight and &:;pensau {fnr thn disp&tch”uf the uil tn ha aent
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I.._-n:n—r'_‘_—.\_u—_ ..

f:-mn Tl.miaia to Eg;y‘pt} E-J,Ja ﬂinurs, Fnr s:rax c:urrenu;r tuu ﬂ.ina.'l'."ﬂ-i ':-;;'__l';:f'.__{,'; l
i 5335@1;’3. - .. : _ | : .
Balance: ...less ZI,J'E and 1/3. Uut ﬂf this I bought 6’? dinars 1&5&

one sixth in Marr3kush Gurrenﬁy, 3 of tham less 6. graina heing worth ‘ond ';i;j?fﬁf

mithqals Their number: 68 and a quarter dinars and a r:hi;p.g
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bt e SR e e
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Freer XXXVI, p. &

NOTES

B*  On the method of expressing fractions in the Geniza papers see

MEDITERRANEAN SOCIETY, p. .« As we learn later on, the weight of the
bale was not 475, but 474 pounds. Therefore, its value is noted here
as 66-1/4, and not 66-1/2 dinars, as one would expect according to the

figures given.

P- M1 figures given in the following refer to silver dirhams, mcpt

whara dinars and fractions of them are mentioned axprassly

e Rince utensils for pﬁrsanal use, auch as a water-jug and a Fﬂt! axe

listed 1ater on among the expenses, it is not impossible here that a spit
for roasting meat is intended. It may be, however, that some technical term

is referred tu, which, so far, is without parallel in the Genizn r¢¢arda.

de grain is lf?z of a dinar.
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Eha qirafs repraaent, of caursa, gnld curranar and are used hara na

.wif:meru nnner nf ancuunt-_ !ha totﬁl amnunt uf 5111er mnm#!-ﬁpent “ﬂﬂ 31'554..:ﬁh:jjv:;

rnkel A common furtl.tla, which was a.ppmpri!ti hﬂ'h since a Priﬁe nf aﬂ, 55 __

'dinaru par hunﬂruduuight was dhtainad, aypaaad ta 60 mantianad haihre.
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L Tl mm text. is dnuhtm, the word ;l_ml {yiml ‘oad, or M]_. lam'n) 1;_.

'*f?:ﬁlperhapa an arrnnnnu: rupeﬁitiun frnm th& pre?ious 1ine.

Freer XEVI, p. 5
COMMENTS

l. Coverings: ma adhira, a hitherto unknown plural of mi‘dhar, If

raad as mu'adhara, the wurd would mean pretext", perhaps a technical term

not yet found elsewhere. *
2. ﬂ&ntruller of weight: amin, cf. Dozy, Hufplémant I, ps 38b.

Mostly, a wazzan or weigher, is mentioned in the accounts at this juncture.
3. A present: risala, cf. Dozy I, p. 526a. The word designates also

a ¢unaignmentfeng;usged to gnnthnr merchant, ef. India book, Index. Perhaps,

.g'smali additional fee was collected from the carrier.

~.+ k. "Fasteners': maggata, frommigaf, a rope.

5s Warden: 'EEEEE* a representative of a guild or class of merchants,

who acted ug_nd?iﬂnr to the supervisor of the markets, cf. Dozy p. ?ﬂ?b.;

i; Chepplen I I

S T oo ¢ _
6 Inung men: g:\'_h_m, purha dt&a o al militia, Tike their

.‘ Indﬂx .E.-lT«l

| 3 This pnsaagu EE&ME tn Eaal with annthar bale of purple cloﬁh* uhiah ’
was bruught ‘from Egypt nut uy ‘the writer nf tha account, but by the repre--ﬁﬁ“ﬁ¥?£}¥§~

. ... _..-..“.
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sentative of the merchants of 3fax. The figures in this passage do not

tally with each other.

9. A little plece of gold chipped off from a dinar,



