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TESTIMONY ABOUT THE FAMILY STATUS OF A GIRL. ENA 140 (-1-f“f€}

(May, 1217)

The girl concerned no doubt was a former slave bought by the
pious physician as a child, brought up in his house, and freed.l
The witnesses did not wish to use the word "freed woman", and clad
therefore their testimony in negative form using anclent terms, some
of which had long age lost a2ll their meaning. Their declaration is
not s;gued: when they came to court, it was explained to them that
tﬂey_cﬂuld testify ﬁith good consclence that the girl had been
liberated, but could hardly know for sure all that was implied in
thosd’ ameient ferme.

This certificate was needed because the physician wished to marry
off his foster child.’
TS 133 3, £. 26.

We, the witnesses, who will put their signature at thé end of this
document, declare that we know for sure and are able to testify without

3

any doubt or ambipguity that the girl called Akramiyya,” who has been

.bfnught up in the house of the physician al—ﬁsfad,h the esteemed

elder, (may his) e(nd be (ood is not of noble descent, that is, of
the assembly of God that derives 1ts origin from Israel,S o{ver whom may be)
p(eace), nor does she have any connection with anyone of their families.

On the other hand, she is not a bastard,® Nethina,’/ born out of wedlock,
8

foundling, or onme who cannct tell who her parents are.

When we were asked to testify about what we know so that it shotld
be established fdréver, we did so and fortified our witness with our

signature which will remain after we shall not be any more.



This happened during the last ten days of the month of Iyyar 1528
of the (era nf-the} ducumﬂntE( ending on May 8, lle)rin Fustat of
Egypt, situated on the Nile river. We have written and signed that
" which we have known to serve as-a title of right and proof Ifrom now

on and to eternity. And everything is correct and confirmed. (gpace

=
-

left for signatures, but unsigned).




Notes
cf. Med. Soc., I, p. 135, and €2, n. , and Part II, no. .
For similar such declaraticns see Part 11, no. .

'"Most honored", or originally belonging to a man ealled thus.
"The auspicious™, no doubt identical with the physician mentioned

in Med. Soc., II, p. 485, sec. 36.

Meaning Jacob, the biblical patriarch.
Progeny of an incestuous connection, like brother and sister.
Offspring of the ancient Gibeonites! (Joshua, ch. 9).

Terms taken from Mishna Qiddushin 4:1-2.



