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A Deal in Antimony

Deposition in Court, Made on Fubruﬁrjr EE, 1098

Cambridge, Westminster College, Fragm. Cairens. Misc. 50a
(For the wide use of antimony, uhl, es an ayu-potd-r,,'-‘nu Pe ||.
The document is of interest, as it throws light on the roles of both

the representative of the merchants, wakll, and the broker, dallil.)
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On Thursday, the-twenty=fivsb-of Adar, Ii" the runrnnn..‘lihnns-aﬁ-
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,fmwm of the arni according to whioh we are acoustomed

to reckon in Fustat of Egypt, which is situated on the Nile river, the

following cccurred: Ehene appeared bafore the uﬂurt, inati‘tutuﬂ by
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Gapi‘bhata} our Mev3rakh™ }-.-(titlas M, Sason bs Hnthan, and M.

Moses he=Levi bs Mose The former claimed thet the latter had come

with him to his storshouse and asked to be offersd a basket of antimony;

he opened it and looked n‘b it, lmﬂ the prias was fixed at five dinars
for one Ia{l:h‘i qin‘hﬁr,h} payable after four momthse The agoused called
a weigher and porters, but while the basket was trensported, it -buru'l;,
whersupon he said: "There is much earth in this hauket; How much re-
duction do you grant me?" I said to hims: ™I have bought a number of
such baskets; I shall grant you the same reduction as that made in my
favor by the representative of the mershants.” Upon this, the accused
sald: ®*I bought antimony through Ben Salman, the broker, and hs reduced

the prioe by the value of thirty pounda' weight per basket,™ I replied
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that I agreed to acoept the aﬁiuntion of Ab# ®Al1T b, Salmén. Then
the accused, after having divided the load into two baskets and having
them transported away by porters, met Husain, the Damasoene, who asked
to be offered some of the antimony; he gave him a sample and, winking
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his eye, said to hims "It was bought from that man, twenty (pounds)

for a dinare"d)

On the following day, the accused came to me and asked me to fetch
AbT ©A1I, that he should evaluate the redustion, I brought Abil CAlT to
his houss, and in the presense of Ishdq bs Funain, AbU ‘a1t evaluated
the antimony and ruled that the reduction should be fifteen, but the
acoused swore that he agreed solely to thirty, whereupon I sald that I
would grant only what the broker had fixeds 1 wai-l:qd until the stipu-
lated time of payment, which I now demand from hime

Asked shout thie, N. Moses deoclared that he had agreed to buy the
antimony for the price ma:rhiamd; Howaver, at the time of the weigh-
ing, the basket burst, and I saw the antimomy, and its weight was three

hundred and sighty-four poundm”
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- Notes
a)

d)

The Nagid or Head of the Jewish oommunities in the Fatimid empire
then in power (see p. " |

100 pounds of the gross type used for weighing less valuable goods,
82 kg (see pe )-.

The translation ia not sure (of. Note 1 at the end of this volume )
This statement was ocorrect (see Note b)) The claimant mentioned
it %o prove that the accused had actually bought from him the anti=-
momy for that prices

And not full four qinkirs (400 pounds )« There are no signatures on
this records It was intended as a preliminary statement, obviously

made redundant by the two parties coming to an agreement out of

~ocourts On the backsids, thers are two records of depositions in

court, made by the same M, S&s%n against the same M. Moses b. Moses
on Maroh 29 and April 12, respectively, of thes same year. However,
the goods ooncerned were saffron and robes, sold by the latter for

for former on a business trip to Upper Egypts
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Comments

N

le Text:; wadafa®a lahu minhu jamjamat ®ain (ef. Dozy, Buypl;mmt II,

.
pe 211, jamjama ®sl8, faire allusion & )+ The letters are olealy

visible, For jamjamat, of course, jamjama and ghamghama(t) can be

reads Perhaps jamjemat “ax_z}_in a colloguiallsm meaning "a little

bit?"




