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i COUNTRY PEOPLE BEFORE THE COURT IN THE CAPITAL

TE 20,93, sec. Ll
This short entry in the records of the rabbinical court of

gheet
Fustat was written on the top of a large pimeme of paper, composed

of two pleces glued together. As the contents of the document show,
the scribe eipéatad that there would be a sequel and left therefore

much space free, The space was used, however, for a testimony on

‘a transsotion taking place on June 22, 1094. Cur entry presumably

was written only a few days before that date, for it is made out
under the authority of the Hagiﬂhhhvﬁrikh, who ragainud the leadership
of tha Egyptinn Jews unly arﬂund that timg;hgbrahnm.b. Isaac, the
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; judge Manasse, mentioned at the end of the dacument, most probably

|

'; is identicsl with Manasse b. Eudf%s the judge of ﬁba‘;, who pre-
sumably had dealt with the matter in the distrlct court of Sunbat

t Saé
-FMalI{ and now accompanied the litigants to the capital. Mana
wrutajiha letter TS 53 J 6, £f. 21, and Bodl, MS Heb. e 44, f. gg(cat.

- Since the camplnint is directed against hihree brothers and thuir

Zrown up sons, 1t5 object, I assume, was economic cunpat#itinn‘ l
family had opened s workshop or a business or had received a con-

trﬁct of taxfarming datrimental to uatahliahed ntarustu recq%niztnd

The ‘VEM—F',!‘T"“J e ToarTy

by the Jewish community of Hnlijhxiﬂr Ashtor,’ Zion 30 (1965) , 55,
Eﬁi:iin be corrected in sccordance with the translation given below.
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]iiii_ijfers to al-Malik al- Af@nl, th auccaaded his father inF .
spring '
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Thué:mia;hgﬁ;mtinu being, this antry wvould be the lntaat d;;;EiEF ;
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| COUNTRY PEQOPLE BEFORE THE COURT IN THE CAPITAL
TH 20‘93. Eﬂﬂ-. A

[The following occurred before us, the court appointed hr1]
our lord Mevo®rakh, the Prince of Princes, the wise Allﬁfl

the Scholar (of the Yeshiva), the great Ennhadrna, the

Strength of the House of Israel, son of his honor ete.

Saasdya, the Pious = the memory of the righteous is blessed =-:

Our coreligionists of Mallj presented themselves, asking help

against Mangur b. Menasse and his son, Fudayl b. Manasse and his

son and Tarif b. Menasse and his son, and submitted relevant documents,
witnessed by various pecple from MalJij. The president of the court
addressed them (the accused) concerning this matter, whereupon

boorish talk and much shouting against the president and the
occurred on their silde.

(others) present wusxutiwrsdxkyxiksw. Theyalso said:"We shall
applr3 to our lord al-Afdal - may God give him glorious vietory."
They also threatened |to apostate %o Tslan\several times/
(Addition in the hand of the judge signing below: Tarif also said:

G

amn ef ‘l'-l‘l,.-im.?"';q.
"Thig was only—a-seandisel’ ) They also shouted upon the Jjudge

Manasse and upon one of the elders who kxied upbraided them J
and tried to put them in their right plnmef
We have written down that which happened in our presence,
have signed it and given 1%t to their complainants so that it should
be for them a tesimony and title of right.

Abraham, son of Isasc, the Scholar - may he rest in Paradise.



TS 20.93, sec. 1

Notes

1 This was a title given bl the academies of Baghdaed.
(honorary)
2 For synhedrion, Council, meaning/memgber or head of the yeshiva.

3 ILiterally:"Go out", i.e. we shall leave Jewish jurisdiction and
shall apply to the Muslim authorities. The reference is to the
viceroy al-Malik 2l-Afdal(in office 1094-1121).

4 Text: mayshima (for maahiﬁna. see Dozy, Supplement, II, 853a, who
renders the meaning as sinistre, mechant, abonimable. Obviously,
this word could not be used in good society.

S The verb nawwab of the text stands for annab, see Dozy II, T3la.
6 See Denizeau, Dictionnaire,s.v. kagsar ‘ala, noted as
Syro~Palestinian usage.
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COUNTRY PEOPLE BEFORE THE COURT {N THE CAPITAL

78 20,93, sec. A

The following cocurred vefors us, the court appointed hy3
our lord Mevotrakh, the Prince of Princes, the wise Allu

the Scholar (of the Yashive), the great Bnnhadra , the
Strangth of the House of lsrael, son of his honor eic.
Saadya, the Plous - the memory of the righteous 18 blessed - %
ﬂuf coreligionists of Mallj presented themgelves, esking help ?
againat Mangur b. Hanaaaa and his son, Fudayl b. Manasae and his

son and Tarif D. Hannaaa and his son, and Eﬁbmittndhrﬁlaiant documents

witnessed by various people from Malllj. The president of the court

addressed them (the accused) concerning this pmatter, whereupon

boorish talk end much ghouting against the president and the
occurred on their slde. |

(qthsra} present pasyeiinrEd Xy TIHER. Theyalso sald:"We shall

app133 to our lord al-Afdal - may God give him glorious victory."

-
They al80 tnreatened' to apostate to Islam Tal 8.

 ?(ﬂdd1t1un tn thn hend of the judge gigning below: ?anr also said:
:"Thia wa.s nnlg S unnnﬂt!alu¢) They also shouted upon the :judge

Manasse and upon OnR® of the elders who kmimd upbraided them

and tried to put them 1n their right place. | |

) We have written down that which happened in our presence

nave signed it and given it to thelir complainants so that it should

ve for them a tesimony and title of right.
Abraham, son of Isaac, the Scholar - may he rest in Paradise.



