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About the Estate of a Dr;:nfnad Sillmerchant, Handed Over by the
Government to the Jewish Court

(Alexandria, January 1143)
T.-8. 13 7 3, f. 4

(The fate of the property of merchants who died in a foreign country
was one of the main problems of international trade in the Middle Ages
(cfs ). In our document we find quite an orderly procedura: The
Fatimid Government in Cairo instructs its "Officer of Inheritances" in
Alexandria, who had first taken charge of the belongings of the drﬂm;aﬂd
merchant, to hand it over to the Jewish eowt in that town. The court
settles the liabilities of the deceased foreipgner and draws up an esti-
mate of hiz remaining assets in cash and kind, This dﬂn‘umant- - a8 Ve
know from many other similar instances - was then forwarded to the Jewish ,
court in the hometown of the deceassd for further zction.

To be s&a, the Govermnment did not act automatically. S peone had
to t-uku ﬁa matter into his 'l:ltmti'u,s:jr and gsecuring the rescript ordering the
release of the foreign merchant's estate involved expenditure, However, |
t;ha sum required was comparatively moderate and stuaﬁ in ra'u;ﬂrabie con=.
trast to wbat was usual in more rapaciocus pericds and states. Owr docu-
ment is valuable also for its details about the silk trade.)

A, . e+sh rogeript was received from the sovereign - may God enhance
bis glory and exaltednass - with regard to the estate of Jyseph be
Samuel Ben Sab@h, who was drowned in the sea near Alexandria. The
estate was to be handed over by the Muslim officer of inheritances
to the (Jgwish) court of justice in Alexandria, which derives its
authority from our lord and Nagid Samuel...(titles and epithets)...

The rescript was brought by M. and R. 'Eolmm ha;Lavi, son .-::'f'tha
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B,

C.

D,

E.

late R. Semuel.®

Fnlluwiﬁg this, we assembled in the new (government) house, in
the presence of the Kadi ﬂm,h} two trustworthy Muslim witnesses®)
end government scribes. A bundled up coverl of silk was produced,
bearing a plate on which there was engraved in Arabic and Hebrew lot~
lets: Joseph b. Samumel Ben ﬁabﬁp, and this aign‘? was on the outside
of the cover. Then its contents were weighed and found to be as fol- |
lnws:'i)

.mazs-“silk of medium quality, 84 pnakaguu,j weighing 41 3/4 pounds.

Ehaﬂzﬁah;silk, "peeled" and "unpeeled,” 198 packages, weighing 1023
pounds, "

Of the Eha;zsﬁsh, we sold 12% pounds for 14 1/4 dinars, while the
rest was deposited with the court of justice. These fourteen dinsraﬂ}
were put together with the proceeds from the sale of the deceased's
belongings, Hﬁﬁh were 23 dirhams, converted into 6 dinars and 15
qirﬁt.hﬂ These two sums together make 21 dinars less 1;"&.3)

From this, the following expenditure was made:

Customs 7 dinars 14 qirEt.s

Freight for the ship® 3% d.

Sy |

Payment for the man who brought the rescript, his expenses and -*Iil].I&‘.hr"..

had to be paid in this matterl) 6% a.

Faas,":’ storage, cords,
sundry expenditure? 1d. 1 q.

Total Expenditure 18 d. less 1} q.

Belance in cash®) 2% and 1/4 4. and 4 q.

We then estimated the '_mlua of the silk:

Fhazz, after deduction of 1 1/4 d. for threads 78 d.

o
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Khazzg&sh, "peeled™ o 112%' d.
Total value of the silk 190% d.

Balance in cash from the other
belongings 2% and 1/, d. and ¥ g

We uumplutadﬁ this and set it down in & document, in two copiles,
in the last decade of Teveth, in the year 490¢3 of the creation in NG

Amon, which is situated on the coast of the great sea, under the juris-

‘diction of our lord Sammel, the great Nagid...(titles, etc.)

(Three signatures, the first being that of Aaron b. Iushl'i“a, the phrai;
cian, who is none else than the famous Ibmn ;l;ﬂnmEnI, who wag for many
chief justice of the Jewish community of Alexandria, and et the same

time a poet and a public figure (cf. p. Vo)
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Notes
a) The signature of this man appears in three documents, dated Fustat 1156

¢)

d)

e)

g)

and 1158, and Cairo 1170, Therefore, he must have been a person of soms
public standing. In addition, his hand is that of & trained seribe.
About this famous Muslim judge of Alexandris, see p. a

These witnesses - “_gg; in Arabic - were permanent adjunets of the Mpslim
courts, and are almost comparable to modern notaries (see p. Ve

In the original, all the numbers are given in words, and there is no
tabulation as made here. For the various types of a:llk mentioned and
the prices usually obtained for them in that period, see p. « The
estimetes made here are fair and in scecordance with the prices normelly
attested.

The quarter listed before is not mentioned agein, ‘but is, of course, in-
cluded in the following account (see Note g).

The dirhems referred to here ars the awall-&&!ﬂ.ﬂtk dirhams, which had
the value of only one-third of the full silver uuin. For these nii'rhams,
the ratio dinar:dirhem = 1:36 approxinately, as hars, was normal (see

Po de

A ginar has 24 qirﬁ;s, Thus, the two sums add up .;l'..a 20 din. and 21 q-,..
which is indeed 21 din. less 3 q. or 1/8 din, |
For freight and passage, a small sum was paid in asdvance, tut the main
payment was made after safe arrival (s{ Pe Y.

It is easy to understand why even a court could not be too specific con-
cerning this item. |

17 d. and 22% q. plus 2 d, and 22} q. make 20 d. and 21 q., which is

dindeed 21 d, less 1/8 4,
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1.

2,

3.

o

5a
6.

Commentg

Literally: pillow, makhadda; used in the same sense in T.-S. 13 J 27,
f. 22, |

dr. rasm. The usual word for the merchants' plates bearing thelr names
was Salima,

dr. lupms, an expression reserved for the silktrade., Such a lujma, as
we see here, waighed about one half pound.

omall fees to customs officers, scribes, etc., Ar. rusiim.

Ar. pawa'i |

Text: anhain#, which word is normally used in the Geniza papers in the
meaning "to inform.” Something seems to be written here sbove the

line, but it is not clear whether it belongs to the original text.
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~ About the Estate of & Drovned S{limerchant, Handed Over by the
Goverpment to the Jawish Qoupt

. (Alexandria, Japuary 1143)
ri"ﬂn H ;j' fi ‘

(mnhumwmur‘mmhmmu-:mam
vas one of tho main problems of internatfonsl trade in the Middle Ages
(oo Yo In cur dosument we find quite en arderly prosedure: The
Fatindd Goverment in Calro instrmots {ts "Officer of Inheritances® in
Mexandria, who had first taken cherge of the belengings of the drowned
mhnhhhﬂitmtothm:mnﬁnm Toe court.
settles the liabilities of the decemssd foreigner and draws up. an esti-
mate of his remaining assets in sash and kind, This dooument ~ as we
know from many other similar instances = was then Porvarded o the Jewish
oourt in the hometovn of the deceased for further astion.
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the amm mw vas nmﬂln!yw&mh and stood h
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Ao sush reseript vas mm-ﬂq._m mnm-wﬂednhm
his glory and exaltsdness - with regard to the sstate of Jysuph be
Samuel Ben Jabfh, who was drowned in the sea near Alexandria, The
estate was t0o be handed over by the Muslim officer of inheritences

 to the (Jowish) Mﬁmmnﬂmmm&mm
lntharitr frea M I-lll m MLii{ﬂﬂ'! ud lﬂm“)ﬂm

.r"f'"""

‘!‘hoﬂmipl‘..-m W hrl!l;. m&h ﬂﬂ“h"ﬁl‘ﬂ; umﬁi‘t&

........

TR AR e



"T--B.ISIS; £o &/ 811kmerchant Alexandria 1143 e

3.

Ce

late R, Semual.® | |

roumm-,u-mnmm{wmﬂ;mﬁ
the presenss of the Kadi ﬂm" twe trustworthy Muslin vitaesses®)
and governmemt soribes. lhtudlu&upuﬂuj-dmnupm .
mlmhnﬂhhmn-mﬂhmmmw
letas Mthmlim vas on the outside.
of the cowel. mmmmmmmmuhumt
1ovas®)

Iass~silk of medivm quality, 84 m-;’ mchlu 41 3/4 pounds..

Fhass¥sh-silk, poelod” and "unpeeled,” 198 packages, welghing 102}
pounds.

mmmmmnmuipm-mumum-.mm
rost vas deposited with the court of justice. These fourteen dinars®)
ware put together with the provesds from the sals of the deceased's
belongings, which were 236 dirhams, couverted iute 6 disers and 15

qTripe.t) MHMMWﬂhﬂMIRHw@‘)

Froight for the shigd 3 de
mrwmmmmmnmm.unw-uaWt
Mhhmﬂhm-hﬂuﬂﬂd.

4
Yoo storage, cords
“rundry ezpendttors’ 1 d. 1q

" Total Drpeoditure = 18 d. less 1} q.
Belanos in cash®! 23 and 1/4 4, axd #aq.
Ve then estimated the value of the wilks
'-‘-mrmndmumaufu.mm ﬂu

. |
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Thasstoh, "pesied” 112} 4.
Total vaiue of the silk 1504 4.
Balenos in cash from the other
belongings 2% and 1/4 4, eod ¥ 4.
Vo acmpleted® this and set 1t down in a dooument, in two ooples,

in the last decade of Teveth, in the yesr £90/3 of the ovsaticn in NB
AnBn, vhiok 1s situated on the ecast of the great see, under the juris-

; miels the great Nagld..s{titlss, dte.) .
{mmmu,mmnmmntuonhnﬂﬁ.mm-
oian, wuumﬂummmmuwﬂm,uhnmruw Y 24~
ohief fustice of the Jewish community of Alexandrias, and at the ssme
time a poet and a publis figure (cf. p. Ye)
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a)

b)
s)

a)

h)

1}

Eoten
The aignature of thies man appesrs in three documents, dated Fustat 1156

and 1158, and Caire 1170, Therefare, he must have been a persca of some
public standing. In addition, his hand 1s that of a treined seribe.
About this famous Muslim judge of .Alexandria, see Pa .

Thess witnesass = %ad] in Arabiec ~ ware permanent sdjuscts of the Muslim
courts, and srs elmost ccmparable to modern motaries :m;. Yo
nmmmd.mmmmﬂmummmuu
tabulation as mede hare, mmmtmhpn#ﬂnmﬁmm
the prices umally obtained for them in that peried, mee p. « The
sstinstes made here sre faly and in scaardance with the prices mermally
attested. | “
The quarter listed befere 1s mot mentioned again, tut is, of sourse, ine
cluded in the folloving agsount (see Nete g)o

The dirbans referred to hare are the so-callsd Black dirhsws, which had

'mmdmwamm:nm-m !'urthnld.irhni,_

.......

the retio dineysdivhan » 3138 ww,um,mml{m
Pe Yo

A g1oer bas 24 q¥riys, Thus, the two sums add wp to 20 din, at 2 qes
Vhich 43 fndeed 21 din. less 3 q. er 1/8 din. |

For frefght and pessege, a muall sum was paid in edvanse, but the main
peyeent was made after safe arrival (ss p. ) -
Tt is oasy to understend why even & acurt oould net be oo specifis com

eorning this item. *
17 4. snd 22f q. plus 2 4, and 22} q, make 20 4. end 21 q., whioh 4o
indeed 21 4. lese 1/8 4. BRI S
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1. Literally: pillov, pakhaddas used in the same sense in T.=S. 13 7 27,
£, 22, | "
2, Av. pagE. mlm'ﬁﬂrwmmm#ﬂlhahmm-ﬁnﬁms
“._m'__ o
3. Ar. lubms, an exprassion reserved for the silktrede. mn:m,i-
nmmmmmmwm N | |
4 Sasll foss to ustoms officers, saribes, eto,, Are Fusine
i e kMY - ke O
6o Text: sghmind, vhich vard is mormally used in the Genisa papers in the
" meaning "to inform." Semething seems to be written here above the
# line, but it 19 not clear whether £t belongs to the original teat.
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