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Ciamher of Abraham Maimonides! Mystical Girulgj

Appeal for a S1lk Weaver

To=Ba 124289

(the writer of this letter was certainly the EEyE Rt et
al-Mahalle in the Nile delte, to which town our scholer had come from

0ld Cairos

Your grateful servant
Judah

I shall clothe her priects with salvation, ut-:-n}

This lettsr has been pr&uad&d by uthara aﬂdrunsed to the Prumu

of my lord, the meost 111u=‘|=ri.nun elder, tha Eu:rﬁr Hla h{nnur )y 55 'l;'!

neas and ) h@_ﬁ_.;;ﬂﬂ_} Ha{:‘bur} n(nd) T(amhar 2 .ﬁ.‘br 1, tha re=

_pented ‘elder, the honored nntnhlu, “the wl.aa and the p:'udarﬂ:! *The Pri&.

h_-_

 of the EShanin® = m;r Gaﬁ El'l'-a].'l'lilh hin pmspurity, 1:1 -lhinh X e:pruaaﬂ

my 1°='£iﬂs for m and my regret of no% sharing tha privnesu ar m pra-»i; e

gence, ag well as !Ir_pr_u.:.rera'. for him end hise Tha Grui:nr i (H’ h'

exalted ) = knows that it is my wish bthat your position should be even
more exalted, your influenoce enhansed, and your name become famouse

You know that the besrer of this letter, the i.lluzt:fiauﬁ mﬁur;

the religious and devout M. and T. J8h8r, the scholar, who is Godfearing
from his mtg,h_._)i:u__ one of the diseciples of our lord, the HnEid“) - may o

Jq,a#::{ ng) The JE,;.H'I-J» Do mm H'H:.!‘Ir} 4/’
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his glory be exalted and his honor bes enhanced. My tongue fails to

tell the praise of a person like him, who has pushed out the world
of exiétﬁnca from his heart eand is seeking only the Creator, He in-
tends now to marry & girl, who has been orphened by the deeth of her
mother, solely for the sake of God, for no other reason, and since
she does not av;n possess a robe, He took off one of his own robes
and clothed her with ite. A long time ago, he had taken an osth to
marry only in al-Mahalla; therefore, he had to leave for al=Malalla
with the girl, her father, and the latter's wifea

When I exemined his situation, I found that he wes in arrear
with the poll¥tax, and had left (0ld Ceiro ), while in dire circum~

stances, having little for his maintenance, except a féw dirhems

given to him by our lord, the Ra.win,d) to enable him to make this
Journseye I ¢ollected for him secretly one hundred and twenmty dirhams,
most of which has been already 'spent, with only a little remaining.

I am applying now to you to kindly help in this work of charity,

which is very worthy, for"s document becomes valid only by its signa-

turas-“EJ There is no greater charity in the world than marrying an

orphen to an orphan and to pay the poll¥tax for him, as this is like

the ransoming of a uaEtivu.f} By this, you will secure respect,

honor, and gratefulness from men, in addition to the intrinsic merit
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of the deed. And please, it should be done in a dignified way.

He also mentioned to me that he had some experience in the art
of silk weaving, but did not have the equipment nor the means to mo=
gquire 1t, in addition to being sought for {by ths police ) in connec=-
tion with the poll¥tax. There is really no nsed to 38y mores Every

dirham given to him is (like ) a whole burnt sacrifise on the al‘bar-g)

For first of all, he is of a good familye Secondly, he oecupies him=

gelf with study and exertion for whet pleases the Gma‘bl}r,h} in eddi-
tion to his utmost ;‘aliginait:,r. Hed I not knowm that you have the
highéﬂt aspirations, I would not have troubled you with this. May
the H(oly one ) = b(e He ) b(lessed ) = lst you always be one to whom
ell needy a;-nply, may He further you in your undertskings, may He let
no one rejoice at any calamity of yours, and mey He preserve you your
dear nnﬁ._,

In conclugion, I kiss again the hends of your high Presence and
send you my best wishes on the ocoasion of these high holidays. May

the H(oly one) inscribe you in the bock of 1ife and in the book of for=

giveness, pardon, and atonemente I esk you kindly to greet all our

friends and to give them my best wishes for this happy and blessed
faast,
Kindly try to provide this contribution quickly, for it is possible

~that he will pass the Fast in Minyat Ghamri} and come to see you during
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the Holidayse I want to spare you inconveniences There is really

no need to say more, IYour welfare may inaruasaigprmnnantygf To

the illustrious lord, Haver Iﬂmﬂﬂll,k) respectful greetingse



Appeal for a Silk Weaver T.=S5S. 12.283 : -

a)

b)

d)

e)

Hotes

Paalm 132_:16 = g reference to the recipient’'® lineags from the
priestly tribe of KShanim, a fact, about which he was obviously
var;r.prﬂud, as his honorific title "The Pride of the E." - for
which he had certainly paid much = indicates.

Cfe I Kings 18:12s

The reference is to Abraham Maimonides, head of the Jews in ths
Fatimid empire 12065-1237, styled Nagid in Hebrew and Rayyis In
Arshbice He was the initiator of a pletist religious reform move-
ment (see pe )a

.;Eea Note ¢ )e

The addressee had obviously eontributed previously for the man con-
‘serneds The pum on the legal phrase means te say that just as a
dooument becomes valid only tﬁrnugh its eignatures, thus the ad-
dressea should orown his benefactions by a special effort.

For if the man is unable to pay the polljftax, he will be thrown into
prison (see pe Je

Ts¢s, is given wholly to Gode Cf. Deuteronomy 32110

I.e+, meticulous cbservation of the injunotions of religions
Minyet Ghamr is a town on the right arm of the Nile, on the way be-

tween al=Mspalla and Cairos The man plamned to spend the Fast, lee.,

the Day of Atonement, in that town end to come for the Feast of
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Tabernacles, which is five days later, to Calros Most prdﬁﬁhly,
a copy of the letter was sent well in advance by messenger, while
the devout silk weaver carrled with him s second copy in the way
of introduction.

k) Most probably, the recipient's son, an actusl or honorary graduate

of an mcademy like his fathers



