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Letter of the Nagid Yehuda b, Safadya to the Community of Sahrajt and
1ts judge Yaphet b, Ell with regard to a deferred law ault

' Around 1070
Oxf. b 11 (2874),£.9 , :
Thizs most beautifully written letter opems with 5 lines of & well phrased Hebrew
proemive and ends likewlse with 2 Hebrew lines. The rest - with the exceptlion of
someé quotatione and phrases - 1s in Arabie,

The Nagld calls himself simply by hie name (the by-name "the physlcian®(in
Hebrew) belongs to the name of his father). The letter is addressed to +hw

a a men, called Yaphet, whose fathes's name is glven overleaf as Ell, how-

eve} in the letter itself egain Yaphet; thls cbvicusly was a mlstake snd most
likely for thés reason the letter was not sent off, but was relesgated to the
Geniga.

The addressee 15 called Mumhe, which at that time perhaps had not the technieal

. ﬂf - -
meaning "an expert privileged to give judgements, while sitting in court alone®,
as 1t bad both earlier and later, but was a homorific title, given to a person
actually serving ag judge, ¢f. Mann, Jews in Egypt etc. I, 266, Clearly, this
Yaphet was the judge of the 1ittle town of Sahr{gt - spelled here SHRSHT, which

cehows that,in those dayg g waz proncunced in Egypt | and apt g, as today. ?. is
sltvated in the Nile-delta, on the Damiette- arm of the Nile, between Benhs and
Minyat Ghamr, both of which alsc had Jewish communities at that time.

The Nagld addresses the whole community, women and children included, but ase
in particular the elders and of course the judge, expreszssing astonidhment that
aﬂtiﬁﬂ,?ﬁiiaet-%gﬁﬂvﬁlkﬁn in the case of the sister of the benker (jahbadh)
lbu-#i-ifrt? b, Hiba according to his rulings in a previons letter. From the details
mentioned, 1t appears that she wag a widow living in the house of her former hus-
band, whoge relativee claimed that the house belonged to them and who threatened

governmantal

to drive her out. The banker had alrugdr raceived u?finatructiun to the Qadi
to deal with the matter, but the Nagid had ssked him to defer ¥ww hig application
to the Moelim court, as thie would be detrimental to both sldes. %ltllﬂ, he
edvises to ssttle the case elther by agreement, which would be preferable, or
by & judg%mn » waich would izpose on the slster of the banka:; an ocath, as
specified in the Nagid's previous letter. Clearly, the judgﬁlant was Lo be glven
by the Mumhe sitting in court together with the elders.

¥ost characterlistically, the letter emphasizes not only the injustlce of de-
laying and procrastination, but also the soeial standing of the banker
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