whum:luttnrﬂhhﬁnﬁmmm.ﬁt.wﬂuulhmm&

Arles, anse the eapital of Provense, whis which is situsted where the Hhone River
flows into the Mediterranean. This maritine elty had, d‘mwrﬁ-
latione witk Egypt; our letter is indeed addregssd to & man besring an Arabic
name, ﬂwnn-mmau-mmmm'hmmwmw
gatimamml-

The letter is written on vellum in elsborate and dignified Hetrew, which
du:hmmwmihmﬁm&mlmmu. It 1e proceded
wammmnpmmwm saven lines, ccntaining an
WhhMIumwﬂuIEMitmhMMuw
n'.luﬁn,uilnmlhmuhwmwhﬁthlﬂnmmmmﬁl_
of abarity. These sections are caitted have.

muwmmmmﬁmmwmmwd
01d Oairo not bsgause the old man died there on his way %o Jerusalep, but
beczuse & seribe, perhaps Sdentiesl with the eddvesses, found 4t so well
vorded that he deaidsd to wee it s cae of his models for simllar ccoamions.
MulurdnﬂmmwmfmthrmuﬂhﬂmnM
of vellus eontains forms of letters to various dignitaxies.)

Paage upan you from your mwummuﬂmmmnf
A(rles).) Wa ave writing to our bretbren about the beaver of this lotter,
thlllﬂlrﬁ.nlubmb. Iml.mm:umtnulnmthaﬂtrdﬂ#m h
the land of France. MIHWMW mmmmmm

farm-lands than all...ml wmapu.? But he was gaught in the snares of
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tﬁc avil-doers of his country and was despolled of everything. OUme day,
homthiam];mf:omﬁthhiumntnwrkhmﬂﬂdn
M.Mtwﬂmm:fmst, bhe was suddenly attacked by wild,
ﬂmm-,hntmihoédlmg,nﬂmmhdtmmﬂﬁ
his servants. When this became knowm o his father, he hurried to the
m.mrmuummmmﬂmrmmmmummﬂ
dene amymere. Realizing the disaster which had befallen him, he was cca=
pletely broken and struck by herrer. Be complained to the ruler of the
country, but the latter did not respondj ...on the cdmtrary, vhen he saw
the man's misfortune, he robbed him of all he possessed end left him de-
prived of everything, like an empty vessel, saying to him: "Iou are an
old man, and you no longér have a sonj therefors, I shall teke all your
riches.” Thus he remained lomely and pour. He lef% s placs and vame
here to us, saylag: "I was throws out from my hewe tGm and have oome
here to you... You have hesrd what happened ¢o me and you wnderstand my
berbaric language. Up $411 mow, I have not needed a letter of introdue-
tion, DPut mew, dear lmothers, have mersy upen me and write a latter for
me to all the holy congregations beyond the ssa, oomtaining an aceount of
-y-i-fm,ulaammmmmm In the name of Him
vho guides the steps of men, I intend to go to the Land of Igrasl, to
Jerusalen, to dis there, for timsz have come upon me in which I £ind no
pleasure,” |

When wa, the Writere of this letter, saw hils sorrow and his downcast
nind, we folt eompassion for him and wroté him this message.’ And you,

our brethren, cur honored seniors, be quick to take gare of him. ZEneourage

bim and help him tc reach his destinatiom. This will justify yeu om the
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dsy of Judgement, for he is like a dumb man, who camnot open his mouth.
Therefore, your revard frem God will be double.

Addresss To the elder AbSes.(gon of) the elder AME Isplg.

20

3.

Botes
The text hast "om, upon,” perhaps under the influence of the French

dielect apoken by the writer.

Gomments
Only the firet lotter is clearly visidle. Avignon, which sould also
be ¢onajdered, had a less active dewish cemmwmity at that time, while
rolations between Arles and Rodas are kmown alse from another source
(ef, H, Gross, Gallia Jodaica, -
Texts purshth, vhich I take s parSsheth (ef, Exedus 31s5). As the .
preceding words are misging, the translation of this word remains doubt-
ful. Eardlys (bebind) hSresheth, ploughing cattle.
Hebrew m384, not knovn otherwise in this mesning, The nsmal meaning,
"at this time," is less appropriate here,




