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1 the well-known seaport

'fhn letter was sent from Messina,
in nnrthnaﬂba;n Sieily, to Mazara, a town in southwestern Sielly,
which served as the terminus of the traffic between Tunisia and
the island, It was written by Perahya Yiju, a nephew of a great
India trader, who had some back to Calro from the East, after an
absence of many years, with great riches, accompanied by his only
daughter, whom ha.plann&ﬁ to marry to the writer of our letter,
In response to his uncle's invitation, Perahya left Mazara for

Egypt, turning firat north to Palermo, the eapital or, as it was
¢alled in Arabic, "The City" (al-MadIna), and from there he em-

"harknd on #hﬂ second lap of his itiperary: the Jjourney descoribed

in tﬁiu letter,

- With a eraving for adventure - attested in the Genlsa for
other young man alsg - Pera@ya'n younger brother Moses insisted
on auaunpanring.hiﬁ to tha'fnrﬂign country, Aftur“snma.mishapn -
Moses was caught by pirates = the two finally arrived and were
later followed by the rest of the family. Many lett&rn.ﬁunuurn-
ing this family have been preserved in the Geniga, which iz to be
explained by the faut that the youngest brother, referred to in
this letter, became a judge of the rabbinical court in 0ld Cairc,
a position also attained by Perahya at the end of his life.
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