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(Although letters sontaining the lsarnsd opinicne of the hsada of the

Jowiah Asademiss in Iraq forA a considerable j
in the Cairo Geniza (of. abdeve p. - )p onk¥ very 1ittle has been found
in it of private sorrespondence from cowdtries east of Palestine and Syria,
the eastern fringes of thw Medi The following example was ohosen
MHMﬂﬂgnwm e datee It 45 far later than any of the

texts Yvanslated on the proce mhnmm. for emmpls, in

'nwmmmnﬂmﬂmmummlmnmnmm
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dead, m it was under his susccesaor Ogothay {nn-:tﬁnﬂut the wz
armies bessme the undisputed lords of the Eurasian oemtinent. Kiev fell
(1240) and anolont Russian history omme to an end. The joint German and
Polish arxies were routed st Liegnits (1241) and it was only inner Mone
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m.mmtulr territory, Likewlse, in Chima the Mongole made
headway,® }

In this doswmsnk, we hear the voloe of the harrassod populstion and
1t 18 instructive to compare 1% with other resstions to the Mongel terror
dsgoribed te us in the literary sourees,

Both the sender and the reaiplent of the letber olaimed relabiemship
to the reya) house of David, the snolent, King of Jarasl, frem which "ths
Beads of the ﬁ-mu‘ ef Babylonia~Iraq had been chosen for at least one
thousand years. At that time, howsver, the Devidio family had become ex~
tremely raxified and 1ts members wore liks soms Muslim Sharifs or Sayyids,
mmmnmmnmmmmmnmm

mmmMﬂmﬂhh. nth'sw
mmmﬂnﬂm mm. mummm.qmw

mmww mn out §n ko Puilly meuston in Mesule

:mmmuunmm.mmmmhmtm
mmmm opatara," ) tho last time when an attesk was made
h;th-‘uihdwﬂhﬂtu' umhmmmmnmm

frHP'H!
of Teveth 1648 of the Seleuncdd- mﬁmh
nmm,-mﬂ-mﬂrmwﬂt‘mm&uﬂmwﬂﬁ

? Dotenber 1238, oould he mesants On the day of fasting, the writer and
some other people held thelr prayere in the village of al-fImriniyys, ube
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Mislim googrepher YEqES (sd. Wistenfeld, III, pe 723) tells us that in
al~Ciminiyya cast of Mosul there wan a save ocalled David's eave, which
;ﬂoﬂunmlﬂm Tiqlt does nob say for which religien;
bub such holy legendary places comnected with the herces of the 014 Testa=
ment woere normally visited by the adheremts of the three momothelstie reli-
glons and 1t ie not farfetohed %0 surmise that the presence of a large num-
ber of Davidids in Mosul gave rise de’this;local sanctuary. In sumother
volume (IX, p. 888, 1l. 14-15), YRqlt makes another reference to this
village, which is very useful for the understanding of the dogument wnder
diecussion. While desoribing the Kifser river--se fwmous in Muslim he-
tory-=Thqlit says that its souwve rises mear o village salled Arbin and
Mﬂmmmmﬂwmmmuum
Ithuiuﬂuhmtmmmtﬂnmnhmﬂmarnm
%o in cur Jebbar 46 moms bub thab XhilibeEe A
uhmwu,mmuumu.mmhmm
tmmml-dmtm-mmw:ﬂn I% 18, however, inter-
-munuwtwmuwmmuﬂf:ﬁmm-
mately™ 100 ridars. m#tmmmmdummnutmmud
that there ie¢ no mentiem of azy attempt at resistance iz also charasteristic.
Unlike the stories, reported by Maslim and other historians, about the
terror-gtricken pmmm whioh wag w-.lmd by fear, one oslearly sees
_hmmmmmmu-mmmm-mnm of
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mh.hmimmaminﬂm,'uﬁl;ﬁﬁiddnm“
w-mmnmw-WMt:-n Obvioualy, the
Mongolds had the habis ef resppearing seom efter they had devasteted
a region, rwm-ﬂmm.mm-m:tmmuuum
on the moumrbain, nourishing themselves with the leaves of cek-trees and
bread made of bran, before they dared to appear in the open oountry on
their way back o Mosule As is well-lnown, the Meagals wers net keea
on penstrating hills soversd with dense vegstation. That the wgiber
devobes only 22 out of 68 linss of his letter to his marrow escaps from
ﬁ-mupumlyhmm-thn;tmﬁummmmntm
imlwhthﬂtlmhmmlﬂmm;hwh-

mmmmummmﬂumm)

h!mml Ch Mereifull mm.mmm-nm,m
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mu-trﬂm.mumw,tum&mmﬂ-rm-uﬂ-

u; Sower, :

and £ #-ri) ay God mli the ihm ﬂ; v "ty EranS ‘ - 'Iilh

lﬂﬁﬂﬁlhmw waum_mﬂ (one ) ot the Sime
when he arrived in this ecountry, after he had been in danger from the

Tatars three times. Tho last was Shat they srrived on the morning sf

the Fast, whan we were hll-w They remained outside #h-im'f}

........
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mmmncnmwhummm.mﬂm
in the syssgogwe walting from houwr §o hour for what the ememy weuld do.
Indsed, OGod hed merey upom us snd they wemb away frem us. When night
had fallen, we tried to get %o the mountain, sbil)l without having esben.
However, we did net find the way. Thus we passed the night umder the
m-rummmmum.m-mutmn.mh
the mowntain. Howswer, as they came betwesn us and the mountaln, we
wmwmwmml}hﬂnmwnnrﬂﬁrm-
and when we trisd another route, we saw sboud a hundred om ite I end
those who were with me said the confessien of sins, for we were sure
we would be killed, Hewever, God inspired me %o cross cwwr %o a hedge
of raspberry--a thick ons, and I Sock cover wnder i%, I and the boyp
mtimmwmw-mw-mum,hum-rm
stretobed forth his whip, §& would have Feashod use We remaimed there
$111 noon, when they rode away frem the visinity asd went up %o ths
mmm“mm-wm.mmthMm#m
trovs and bread made of vram.”)

Finally, we went down and found the oountry full of desd. When we
arrived, we learnt that in that aight rumer spresd tha® we had been killed.
But God helped, had mercy, and saved us. However, the fact that I srrived

and d4d not find you and thus was not privileged %0 gee you was as though

I bad been killed. May God uwnite us, as Ho has separated use
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») Gf. B. Hpuler, Die Momgelem in Iran, Leipsig 1935, p. 3¢ £f. The swms,
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b) The most sommen neme for Mengols in the Arsbie of that time.

a) nuat%ynumwmmmm.wm-m'
woubaide ko bown.” Whdle the use of Bebrew and Avemaie words 18
nastural in formlas, teolnioel terms, and good wishes, it was nod
octmon in the Genlsa papers 0o mix the languagese The writers use
sithar Hebrew oF Avabls. |

4) The way of deseriding the writer's oseaps elsarly indlestes thet the

sdirecone wms thormgily funiitas with sho Lendsoages Tht 77
Ty asrs brted Mve ay ﬂ((ﬂ*m'-b (A-«. %{!E a );M
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