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Crphans

The Undertaking by a Marchant to Provide His Orphaned Nephews
Iith One Dinar per Month by Trading with Their Capital
1 |m:}fﬁ_+}ﬁ1;hm -'|.-'|,Er.'-'l"|.-"
(B2 Cairo, January 1151)
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The fﬁllﬁﬁing action was taken in the presence of the undersipgned

witnesses. Thus it was: Mo EKaethir, the son of Abraham, m(ay he rest

in!'E!dan!, eppeared before us, carrying with him a letter of our lord,

Samuel the pgreat Nagid, the prince of the people of the Lord of Hosts,

chisf of the notables, the prince of princes, the right hand of the

gn?ﬂrnmﬂnt,“J the disdem of the house of Daviﬂth} may his rule las

fnﬂﬁvar, as enduring as the moon, stating thet the widow of Einyﬁm,n
1

the son of Ibrih!n,dJ appeared before his princely glory seeking his

help with regard to the state of the orphans of the aforementioned
Binj&m, whe had no means of support exmcept for some shops which their
father had bequeathed to them in the town of Mellj, which is near
Fuatat, the rent of whioh did not provide them with adequate means
of gubsistemce.

Therafors, the two judgaaaj (of Fustat ) authorized an allotment
for them of ons dinar per month for food and clcthing and released for
them from the estate which their father had left, and which was held

in trust by the two notebles, M. and R. Shemaryahu ha-Eohen, the "per-

fect bﬂnutx,“f} and his pertner, M. and H. Samusl, the son of our

h{onored ) g(reat and ) h(oljr) M. end R. Judeh, known as Ben Asad, the
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equivalent of twenty dinara, to be held in trust by Kathir, theilr
uncle, who was to trade with it and add the profit te the income
from the aforementioned shops and glve them one dinar per months

He then came end, in our presencs, received ten pounds of silk
of the value of twenty dinars from the twe aforementioned \nﬁlu{;—m
M. and K. Shemaryshu and M. snd R. Samuel,

Then M. and R. Kathir, the son of Abreham, sald to usi: "Be wit-
ness to my obligation and contract with me an agreement walid from
this time; write it down and undersign it, using all the binding ex=
pressions, strict terms, and s wording which conveys rights, viz.,
that I have received and taken delivery of these twenty dinars; that
they have come into my possession, and that I am responsible for
thems I have taken all risk for them upon myself, sand I ghall hand

over to the orphaned shildren of my brother Binyfm, m(ay he rest in)

E(den ), one dinar per month, without delay, refusal, argument, or ex-
cuses, in addition to repaying this sum of money."

We mads the symbolliec purchase from M. Kathir, the son of Abraham,

m{sy he rest in) E(den ), stristly and completely, in the reguirsd man-

ner, sonserning everything which was written and stated above.

What has taken place before us, we have written down and signed;

this was done on Wednesday, the 2lst day in the month of TEvéth, in

the year 1462 in the town of lﬁnyat Ashna, which is near Pustat on

—_— i
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the Nlle, under the jurisdiction of our lord, Samuel the preat Nagid,

the prince of the people of the Lord of Hosts, may his rule last for=—

ever, as enduring as the moon. Ratified, conflrmed, and valid.

Solomon, son of Zur®ah, m{ay he rest in) E(den)
Ferslyah ha-Eohen, son of Aaron, m(ay he rest in) E(den)

YEkhTn ha-Echen, son of Saadish, m(ay he rest in ) E{den)
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Notes
a) The Nagid Samusl b, Hananiah was called "the right hand of the

v)

g)

government™ because of his honored position at the Fatimid gourte
Literelly: "the diadem of the Nasiship." "Nasi® is a designation

of the Jewish Exilarch of Baghdad, which traced its genealogy back
to King Davig or of e member of his femily. This henorific title
indicates that.tha Egyptian Nagid wes recognized by the Exilarch

of Baghdad (see pe Je

This is the Arabie form of the name "Benjamin," which itself is &
Greek form used by Jews in Byzantine times.

Although the scribe uses the Hebrew form of the name Abrahsm through-

out, in this one instance he lepsed into the Arabic form which was

obviously used in daily lifes

Literallys "the two courts.” 4 judge wes celled fspurt,” which is
an ebbreviation of M"president of the court,™ becsuse normally each
community had only one professional judge, aseisted by Lwo or more
learned lay memberss However, the affalrs of the u?phnns were ad=-
ministered by the twe judges of the Palestinlen and Iraq sommnities
of Pustet, sitting together.

For this etrange honorific title, see pa .

511k was normally traded in umits of ten pounds. The gquotetion of

twenty dinars is rether lows The average price in the middle of
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the eleventh century was twenty-five dinars for ten pounds of

silks
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