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To: HNahray b. Nissim (Fﬁsgi;}”

From: Joseph b. Shemarya Ha-Dayyadn (.lexandria)

Date: Probably between 1053-1062

1)

Z)

)

&)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10}

My lord and mastex, may God iengthen your life and
preserve your glory, your support

your happiness and your contentment and

prestige; may ile be your iriemd and

helper and shover

His bounty upon you, entrust you with prosperity,
provide for all

your C¢oncerns, support you in all

your endeavors and concur in all your hopes., For,
you are, indeed,

deserving of this. I am writing to you on the

23rd day of Ab, may God shov you lts safety

and blessing,

and the blessing the days and months that follow

it. O my master, I already dispatched

several letters to you explaining the reasons

that have kept me {ﬂ

slexandria and that prevented me from travelling. However,
I not yet recelved any reply from you concerning

my request that you inform me of your nevs and

circumstances. I have been

constantly inquiring about you, Uatil the (recent) arrival of Salih b,

Mardik, I was somewhat

JTS

ENL 2805
£.1%



JTS
ENA 2805
r.13

10) distressed by the absence of letters to me,
11) hoping that it was due to some propitious
distrﬁctiun; |
12) I asked him about all your affairs, and he replied
in & manner which gladdened (my heart), informing me of
11} your increased eminence, favor and stature,
He also informed me of the continuing atfection and brotherly-feeling
14) between us, and of }uur regret at my scjourn
here, which makes it
15} impossible for me to be with you, (My own regret) is
even greater. §alih also informed me
16) that my master intends to travel to Jerusalem,
may it soon be rebuilt,
17) May God, blessed be His name, make you worthy
of this and fulfill all your happy hopes,
18) I would like to request of my master that, wvhen
Gﬂd.delivars him to that
19) protected place, then wherever you are and
people know me, please greet them
20) on my behalf in accordance with tﬁeir degree of
acqualntance to me. Give special greetings to all wy friends,
21) and convey to them my affection for them. Convey
(similar regards) to my masgter the Gaon,
22) may God protect hié gzlory, and to my master the

Presideat of the Rabbinical Court, and to his son Rabbi

Sadoq,

21) and to the rest of our friends, Should you encounter

my master,




4% tha elder, AbQ Iabaq b, al-Talmid, my
relative, convey to him

£5)y wmy affection and (
I borrowed tJo good-guality dinars

:6) less two and one-half girat from AbG-1-Fadl

Hakmiin

MARG I ;

b. Ibrahim b. AI-Qafgi, may God have

mercy upon him. As collateral, I gave him a

basket of red beads, some of which were loose and some
strung. If you should meet him, would my master please
pay him the two above-mentioned dinars,

take the basket from him and thank him most heartily
on my behalf, Please treat him as well as you can
with respect to hls needs. For he (1

and hastaken care of my needs; and has made

it easy for me in this matter at this *ime., I am

sure you will do this.

Please sell this basket for me -- try to sell it
as high as possible -« for my father, may he be
mentioned with blessing, sent it te me from
Barga; and I know that my father's business
affairs always receive preference on the part of my

mastec.
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1) Please send me an exact accounting of whatever comes
in,
2} so that I can pay (my father in Barqa
what is ﬁue to him, My mﬁat&r is, of course, not
obligated to undertake this task,
3} This very day, a large caravan 1s setting out for Barqa
+) with Ibn Shibl, [ hired a place in
it for myself
5y and my goods for three and one-half dinars, T
have already paid the fes, Most of the people in
the caravan
6} are from Barqa., They have promised me to stop
for watering, pasturage and the like on the Sabbath
7} For, aside from myself, there are no Jews
in the caravan, I,
8) nevertheless; place my trust in God; He will
provide for me as He wishes, I would appreciate
9) your sending me some news about my master,
the Rabbi. What are his circumstances? I
inquired of S5alih,
10) and he gave me some information. May God join
ug together with him and not deprive us of him,
11) Please convey to him my very best regards, Regards,
as well, to my wmaster, the haver, his brother-
la=-law
12) and to your brothers-in-law, the Bani




12) Al-Kohen., Regards to all
13} who inguire after me, Special greetings to

you and to all who arve dear to you.

address:
(To) 1) My lord and master, the elder, AbU Yahya
Z) Rabbi Nahray b. Nissim, may his rest be in
Eden.

1) May God lengthen his life and preserve his well-belng.

(From) 1) The grateful vecipieat of his kindness,

2} Josheph b. Shemaryahu Ha-Dayyan of Barqa

JTS
ENa 2805
£.13




