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letter to Nahray from, probably, Missim b, Ishag, brother of Earbum b. Ishag.

This lomg, but unfortunately damaged, letter contalns the key to one of
the erucizl events in Nahray's cereer - the death of his early mentor and
ratren (and older relative)( Abu Ishag Barbun b, Ishag. This affected mbot
only Nahrey's career, but also that of several of hies colleagues who were In
one menner or another connected to Barhum, The latter seems [o have financed
In various ways the parly careers of several Maghreblis active in Egypt. Alsao,
the shipwreck in whieh Barhun perished may have aleo caused the death of
severgl other important Mediterranean merchants, not to speak of much loss of
property which resulted in complicated settling of accounts for yesrs to come.

The top left part of the letter iz torn avay, and other portioms of 1t
are damaped. Among the miesing sections is thet containing the pase of the
gender. On verso, line 10, the writer refers to "p¥ brother, may he rest in
Eden:™ he refers to "the deceased” (al-marbum) versc, 1, #%., The contents of
the letter snd the handwriting have puch in common with K170 and W1E2 - both
emanating from Nissim b, Ishag. There capn te litrle doubt that thie letter is
from him and that it wae written shortly after the death of Barhun and
coptains conetant and repeated urgings that Nahray draw up accounts, collect
#11 the informatlon about the late Barhun's debits and credits, etc. As
evidenced by N170 {writtem ca. 1035 or 1036}, this process dragged on for
thrée aOr moTe YEears.

That Barhun b. Ishag died in & shipwreck is fairly evident from this
letter. Whether this was @ natural disaster or caused by an act of piracy or

a raid is not clear, With Barhun on the 1ll-fated ship was “your maternal



i

aunt and ker daughter.,” E£ince in other letters from members of the Taherti
fawily, Fabray is called wpon to contribute to the support of davghters of his
maternal uncle or sunt, it i1s possible that Barhun's wife - Mahray's maternal
aynt = survived the destructlon of the ship together with her daughter = and
pessibly other children., This could indicate o pilrete raild, or = military
raid of the Normans In the vicinity of Sicily in which Barhun perished, but
from which his wife and family escaped or were taken captive and ranscmed, Im
any case, one should check the chronicles, ete, for ralds in and eround Sicily
and Tripoli In the early 10307s,

The year in which these events occurred was probably 1052, Lipe 3 of
thizs letter mentions the year £12 or 813 (=4812/4813), i.e. 1052 or 1053,
This date connects well with the account contaiped Ipn 1070 which fg stdll
settipg in order the fallout of Barhun's death and which refers to the vear
215 (=48153) = 1055,

This letter 1s 1052,

Fahray's junfer status at the time of Barhun's death Is highlighted by
Nissim's request that he send all the data possikle, and that be (i.e. Kissim)

will put it in proper order and form for him - see recte, 11. 21-22,

If Rarhun'e derige came &g a result of Normen and activity sround Sicily
{the ¥orman conquest of Messina cccurred &t about this time) then this
represents not eply a turning point in ¥abhray's career — 5 kind of
independence and alsc pertial Inberitance of Barbun's position - but it elso
represents a turning point for other members of this networTk which was
impertant in the trade of the southern shores of the Mediterranean and, by

extension, Rarhun'e death syoholizes - and 15 a kind of turning peint - the




k|
shift takiemg place in the ensemble of Mediterranean trade - of which the
center of gravity was moving eastward. Egypt was replacing Tunisia and Sicily
as the entrepot. The compercisl revelutlon of Euwrope was propelling Italian
serchants and their ships in incressing numbere over increasing distances
toward the Easr,
Thus the Tunisian Tahertis ceding their preeminence to s First generation

Egyptian merchant is in a way a metaphor for thie trend.
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