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Line 1 e .-’-1-4’;_ This probably goes-back to S e ;-( s ;fE "?’LLg:},.r‘fEL{ —

an plder Arsbic formula: bismika allihumma,

which was & formula used in inter-tribal contracts,

cf., J. Wellhausen, Reste arabischen Haidentums,

2nd edition, Berlim, 19327, p. 224.

r
Lines 5-6 Kharajtu “anhu: One usually encounters the verb
Kharaja coupled with the preposition min;

however, “an is also possible in the sense of parting

with socmeoma. See Dozy, EuEElélEnt, Vol., I, pp. 338.

Line 6 wapsha c_aq'{_m: The adjac:ivc-ﬂ_l!@ in the masculine does
not agree with the feminine noun

wahsha because it is intended as a qualiiier for the

fmplicit and unarticulated shay’. The phrase as the urrer

intended it should read: wa-nAlani wahsha

shay? ¢a§m+

Line 8B aghtivd: heavy rains; see Dozy,

Supplément, I, p. 726.

-~ -1 E
= Ih' . ¥ ! T o
Line 8 tajrim: the unloading of merchandise N S S Y. 9 g
« _.
from a larger to a smaller vessel for the purpose ’/ ) th .
I R I iy IR I :
of bringing it ashore. BSee Dozy, Supplement, I, b i :
P- 13.3. This is probably a verbal formation ' ({ .n"rj E{{.'L"lie; i
I.n' -

ﬂ-li.'i\l'-ll-d from the noun jarm devoting certain
kinds of Nile boats; see Dozy, lL.e, In

this particular case, the writar was unloading
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bales of flax from Nile boats heoping to ]{ _
load them cate smaller eraft which plied the AL o ‘(" {,;?/’ AL
d.-—'_'_'_'-‘_.-'_.
e ‘

canal connecting the Nile to Alexandria,

Line 9 gl=Khalij: The canal which '
connected the Nile with Alexandria. Re: the
khalij and difficulties encountered by merchants similar to the ones

described here, see Goiteln, Mediterranean Society,

I, pp.

Line 11 Jarar: From the context it would

appear to denote some sort of conveysnce on which the
pack animals could drag the bales over the mud;

it is possibly related to jarrira,

which Dozy, Supplement, I, 180, gives as

traineau - sled.,
Margin istakhartu: Re: this prayer, see Goldziher's
article istikhira in EI, lst editiom.

Margin: AbE Nagr al-Baghdddl:

Margin: Abl Bujayr the money-changer:
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Margin: AbTi-1l-Faraj Yeshii‘a is probably the
same pexson as the R. Yeshu'a mentioned on line
13, and is Abl-1-Faraj Yeshii‘a b, Ism@<Il,
oA
a frequent correspond and c¢lose business
associate of Nahray's whose home base was
in Alexandria,
Side II, line 1 AbO Manglr al-Zayyat:
Side II, line 2 Abl 53*Id Khalaf b. Qumgumi
His father Qumquin, & Muslim business
associate of Nahray's, ie mentioned in P. Heid. 917, .
: 'En/tﬂ ¢£7 ’ p/g;hlﬁhid by Goitein in "Banker's Accounts," JESHO,
WI-I gl [lg }j F‘Pl 5‘1"‘5'&1-
It is interesting to note that Jewish-Muslim
comnercial relations continued from father to son. In
P. Heid. 917, Nahray was dealing with Qumqum; and
in this letter we find Nahray continuing this association
via coomercial contacts with the latter's somn
AbT Sa‘Id Khalaf b. Qumqum.
Side II, lines 2-3 The background of this particular
trangaction geems to be as follows: Since aloes-wood was imported from India,
it wvas a commodity that any Alexandrian merchamt visiting Fustat would be
interested in acquiring for hie home wmarket or for re-export. While in i}
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Fuu:ﬁi:, Misa b. Abl-1-Hayy purchased

& quantity of aloes-wood from Thn Qumqum, paying

him only part of the price, and faithfully promising payment
of the cutstanding 8 dinars upon the latter's return

from Tinnis. MGsE then left for Alexandria with his
merchandise, and now requespthll: Nahray oversee

the payment of the ocutstanding sum from the money that

Misd sent and from the debts owed him in Fustat,

Side LI, lipe 3 la wekhkhartuhd - "thaet I would not delay.”
The waw and slif are
often interchanged, see Blau, Linguistic Background,

PP«

Side II, lines 3-4 Misd 1s requesting a letter from

Ibn Qumgum as a rteceipt for full payment, and also hoping

to solicit further business.
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