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From: Yusuf b. Shemaryah Hu- an {Alexendris

To:

Nohvay b. ¥lesim (Fustat

Date: ca. 1055-1065

1)

2)

3)

6)

7)

9)

10)

11)

12}

13)

T Place My Trust in God.

My lord, may God prolong your life, preserve your support and eminence
and act

&8s guardian and protector of all your affairs. I em writing to you
from Alexandria on the fifteenth

of Tevet, may God conclude it for us and for you I1n the best poselbles
manner. My lord, may God sustain you,

you probably like to know the following: When T left you, we had
erranged that I would celebrate

Hanukka with jyou, rad that T would come to visgit you. However, we
encountered [. . . ] an intense cold spell, and also these
Jdisturbances which oceurred have made it impossible for me to travel
on the river. [Similerly,] because of

the conaiderstions which I mentioned to you, I did not dispose of
[the wares.] I have decided, therefore, to spend the rest of the month
[here], and I will then come, God willing.

I ﬁave profited nothing because of all these difficulties which have
constantly plegued me., I pray that CGod will provide

a happy conclusion to the whole affair. Heyyim b. Zekkal At-Trazbulsil
vurchased a small amount of

MEALOCTE +oveveevsnesese. And assigned a shere of his profit o me. I
would like you to pleage go

with him and heip him sell 1it, according to your customary menner. I
was delighted by your safe and sound

arrivel in Fustat. Convey my regerds to the elder, fbu Ishag Barhin and

inform him
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1%) of my circumstances. I am aware that he reproaches me for the length
of my sojowrn here; especlally since hs was,
15) fr&m the very begilnning, concerned sbout my leaving Fustat and endeavored
to keep me entirely in Fustat
16) Dbecsuse of the difficulties [of 1ife] in the villages, and the increased
vwell-being thaet would accrue to me. Indeed, we are ohligated to be concerned
17) for eech other. My own hope was ldentical with that, except that it was
God'e wlgh that the extent of my sojourn
12} on the rosd and here was extended in order to be sble to dispose of some
{of the goods] that I have with me. This, however, does not obviate

19 my return to Fus?é? even though I regret [the reproaches.] I praise

God for this.

Eﬂ} It will not be poseible for me to remsin here much longer, for I do
not have the strength to endure [any more difficulties.]-

71) As the Tord said: “Have I the strength to wait? What,”™ (Job VI, 11} and
go forth. I have also received lethters from my Tamily

22) containing bad news concerning [their] city (?). [They say] that it hes
already been destroyed, and that

23) most of the Muslime have fled from it. [The price of] wheat [in Barga]
is one dinar for & wayba. Business is at a standstill, nothing is being

s0ld or bought.

Eh} Thay ais0 mentloned that the elder [my fether | 1s growlng old and wesak,
and they urge me to make haste.

25) In all their cnrfespﬂnﬂﬂnﬂe, they convey greetings to you; likewlse they
all send greetings

26 ) to my master, the Rabbi, R. Judah. [I send my own] regarde to you and

to my master, the Hebbi.
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27) My regards to Ishag b. Shalom (7), my relative, and best regards to his
son Wafl and to his mother.

25)  Convey my regards [as welll to my master Abl Bishr Salman b. Sheblb
Al-Kohen, the hrﬂker;,

79) and to R. Elhanan. To R. Abl As-Surur,

20)  Joshua b. Nathan

Margin
and his Pather, my best regards. Regards to &ll who inguire after

BE - - - - - & ™ - v - 4 @ - a B - a - a ‘A[mnar L} L] a L

- [ - - - - - - - L3 - - rﬂ‘gﬂr ﬁE- n - & ] L] L] [ ] W L] L3 L] L4

- - - - - - - - - - - L] ] L3 ] Ll i o - L] - a L] L L] L] L

e+ «CodwWIllIng. .+ v « v « 4 s e o s » » Send him the
receipt for the white ones, becauBe « o ¢« « = ¢ o & 4 & & «

& L] L] L] - - - - - - L] & L - L] L] L} = * L] 'Erﬂd b’EEt I‘Egarﬂﬂ t’g

‘R, Joshua. May your well-being increase and not diminish




