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Will of & Rose Water Morohant, Appointing His Mother-in-law
a3 Se¢le Exssutor

01d Cairg, July-August 1157

S

mmigdmh Esbh. 22

(the appointment of women as sxeoutors iz in moccordanse with snsient
Jowish law {;u_- the recent discusaion by 8. Lisberman, Tosefta Ki-Fahujsh,
New York, 1955, I, ps 304). Whet s remarkable in the present will is
the fast that the testator appoints his metherein=law, although his wife
had nlmﬂ;rhornq him thres ochildren and slthough his own parents were
still alive. Olearly, the mother-in-law had already cendusted his afe

fairs during his last illness (see below, Sestion B ). The dooument ie

ingtrustive with regard to several ether points.)

Ae :h!.n testineny was given bafore us, we,; the undersignad witnesses.

_!rm hmi l&nﬂnhdtuunul uull. JHE,: m
ﬁﬂ--"*’
m '1-&-“, son uf M., and R. Imi._ thu -H-r_l_'!:_h- uhnri:t or, _11:

pamed Abu '1-RA{S, whish wa did. YWe found him 111, eonfined to his
bed, but h!.:-m: were mmu;mu-mu faoulties come
plebe; he spoke correctly, understanding what he said and what wes
utd_tuhil. being somre of his affairs just as anyone walking on
his fast i1 the marketa; he recognized each of us fully, by ks
m, person, and femily name. We asked him about the time, the
place, .ﬂmm.m;mrorutmm:.mmu

ﬂ.t-hnunhu- .hhlhnuuhuhi. mummawum;

1
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Be

mw form and plsar language.

After all thia, he deolared before ugy "Let it be kuown to you
that I sm seriously i1l and 40 not know what will happen o me, for
1ifs and death are in the hand of the Crestor - blsssed be He ~ and
I have ohildren. I wish to make a will, to be remambered and written
down by you, in ¢rder that astion should be taken exactly in acoordame
with 18 after my death, so that v mind will bs ab rest when I pass
away from this world.

Fireh of all, I hereby appoint my mother~ineluw, called Mubiraka,®
the daughter of ﬁ.lﬁ‘.:l = may God be pleased "llth.lﬂ.lh}- a8 20le
ﬂmﬂ;%qhhﬂlﬂ of all my ehildren, to take over all that I
leave, and to oollest all that is cwed to me by amyons, inm order to

preserve it for my shildren., For I Juow her lowe and devetion te

them, har f:ﬂﬂll‘h&; -M oy HIM. I h-ﬂh:r deolare that a
| lnﬂ ﬂm of heaprs MI be WH_H dnr!.ng__ny_uﬁ bims

and by my heirs after me as trustworthy as the testimeny of two som-
petent and reliabls witnesses, with regard %o any aoticn taken by her

)(M.ﬁl)(__rmmmﬂyﬁMIWnﬂhh talesn by her in future

_trunnuw on and -nﬁcr'q'duih, during my 1ifetime and after my de-
coace, with regard to sl and evorything, as well as to all I'lesve

bohinds under mio oirounstances shall she ever be obliged to give en
cath, whether simple or solems, not even s seocndary oms, or %o be
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obliged to soms under a "goneral ban,™0)
Ce Flease notice that I poscess a looked supboard, whioh she shall re-

seive for the bmﬂil of my children; furthermors, a head ernsment
for my boy Hiba, on which thers are four needles and & half moon of
gold, lant to me, jhinh have to be given bask to their Mrhtml”
furthermors, s silver cup and a silver bsby's rattles®) a pair of
golden braselets, ancther palr made of smber, a pair of golden twisted
ankleta;T ) a patr of two halves of women's belts, aderned with jewe
01a;5) tws patrs of golden rings; settees and (ether ) furmiture, two
turbans and a nigfiyya gmm.hj beelides that in which I shall be
buried. |

The head ormsnent, the silver cup, the baby's sattle, the setises,
the supboard, the two turbans, and the nigfiyys shall belong to xy bey
Hibe - may God aseist himg the pairs of the golden and awber bracelete
and the pair of the golden twisted snklets shall balong bo my two |
daughtars, 8itt al-Fakhr and 5itt al-Banit, to emch one plece of
sach pair, while to each shall be given ome pair of ringa; 1ikewise,
to sach, ona pisce of the two halvas of 'hl].ﬁl,.. or as thair grand-
mother, my sxesutor, my mother-ine=lsw, Mubfreks, shall deoids.

De Instruotions concerning some partnerships and other sssets.

Furthermore, I possess a2ight flasks of rose water in partmership with



Mothar-in-law as Exeoutor/Rainer 28 oa

Mufagdel, the son of Hiba, the silk mhnt = may God be pleased
with lﬂlnt ) while two flanks and another quantity consisting of e
bottle and & Malf of rose water are with Abu *l1-Hasen, the Earaite,
also in partsership with Mufagdal, Of the latter gquantity, tem out
of twenty-four parts belong to me and to Mufaddal and the rest te
Abu '1-Hasan, the lmit--: After the oapital and {i‘hipul_l'hd) pro=
£1% will have been paid back to us, the remaining profit shall be

given to him az a remmeration for his servicess He owes me and

Mufajddal three dinars leas ome-gixth; I also posseas safflor, the
profit of cne~half of which belongas to the abovementloned Karalte,
who hag twenty pounds of it. When everything will be seld, the

Earaite will receive his share of the profits, and sccording te

what has been #aid, remmeration for his servises. From ths total

dus to him, three dinars less oné-gikth shall be dedusted and the

-

. . A
’ IJ_--"' .-'“'-._\J E‘:L =, . '_-:'* { ¢ 1__|I -:il —_—
balanse shall be paid to hime . [ji,.u P 2 J’\ 6 e
E— YAERAY

LY

Detalls uﬂnn:ln; the testator's wife and lﬂlhh- c

-~

y

¥y wife, 8itt al-DEr, the daughter of M. and R. lei:.ﬂ:h. the elder -

m(ay he rest in) E{den) - will 1ive with hor shildren.*) Nome of

my ohildren, :II#:: anyone alsge having rights in my egtate, is sntitled

%o ralse any olaims against her or te impose on her any cath, ntu..”

a8 long as she remaing ummarrieds

After my death, my mother-in-law will take osre of my eatate
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end maks the necessary expenses according to her judgement, What~
ever remaing, after my instructions have been sarried out, will be
given, through her, to my son Hibas Bhe, to the mluainn of others,
is alone emtitled to dispose of my property or the property of my

ohildren afber me.

Take notloe of all this and write it out a8 a deed to serve as

an instrument for seouring righta and as a proof for those to whom

I have willed.

Fa Em_or_ngﬂ the testator's parentas.
8ix dinars of the most readily availeble money, whish I shall leave,

shall he given to my father and four to my mother to serve them in

sage of an emergensy.”

Ge ﬂmw datuils.

We took notlase of all that he willed and get down the main points

in his presencs; then we left., We wrote and signed this testimony

and gave it to Mubiraka, his mothar<in-law, whom he hed appointed

ag sxsoutor for his ohildren, to serve her and all of them ae sn in-

strument for gecuring rights and as a proof.
He also mentioned that he 4id not ows a thing to any one.
This happened during the firat decede of the month of Av in the

year one thousand four hundred and eight of the ers of the dcouments,

in Fustat, Bgypt, under the authority of cur lord Magllah ha-Kohen,
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Head of the .Au.dmy, "rhe pride of Jaooch"®) = may his name last
forover, like the moons. The signing was deferred umtil the middle
decade of the monthe™’ ‘Ratified, confirmed, snd valid.

(In a postsoript, Hlf%l..thn testator's partner, is freed
from the obligationm to give any oath (lee Section D)s» The document
wag written and sigued by HalfBn b. Manasse (ses p. J, and

signed first by the judge, Nathan b. Solomon (wee p. )e )
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£)

Hotes
"The blessed one,” the rather rare fomale equivaleont of the common
male name Mub&rak; Hebrew, Mevlrikh.
Thia is a Muslim eulogy, usually referring to a dead salnt, and is
normally nmot sald with regard to a Jewish person. GSee, however, be~
low, Note 1.
For the meaning of these legal phrases, see p.
Hiba = the word means "a gift® and .i.l an equivalent of Hebrew Nathan -
was still a little boy, who wore a shiighiya, or turben, bedecked with
jewelry., It waas common prn&tiu to borrow jewelry from frieands to be
worn on special cocasions {-.;-. as the first cutting of the hair of a
ehild )

Literally, "a peppy," khuskhisha, becauss the rattle had the form of

that plant (see Bmﬁlq. Dist. Arabe-Fransais, p. 203 )

Of the thirtesn types of snklets, called khalikhil, deseribed with

illustrations by Paul Eudel, Dioctionnaire des bijoux de 1'Afrigue du

HNord, Parie, 1906, pp. 97-~102, none has thias form, whish, on 'hh_m other

m. waE oOommoOn for hm.l"t' ('-I E. WNe. LI.IIH.. Th‘ Hﬂm'ﬂ'# ‘ﬂd Um

of the Modern Egyptians, Appendix A, pps 573-4)s However, the anklet

known as radif consists indeed of three twisted, rather heavy threads,
and was popular as early ms Roman times (see Budel, op. oibte., pp. 180-

90, wherd an illustration ia alao given)




Mother=in=Law as Executor/Rainer 22 =8

g)

h)

1)
k)

1)

m)

le

About this lmportant plece of a lady's attire, ses p.

A fabrio made half of silk and half of cotten (of. p. Jo

See gbove, Hote b. |

Iiterally: "Her hand shall be in the hand of her children."

The game legal phrases as sbove, Seation B.

The first decade of the menth of Av iz a peried of intense mourning
for the Temple of Jerusalem, and was regarded as insuspiclous, where-
fore all legal transaotions, or at least their wvallidatien, were da=-

ferred to the second deoads.
The Palestinian house of learning, whioh had moved to Egypt and whose
head was at that time the highsst religicus autherity for Jews living

in the Fatimid empire.

Comnante

Fifiy, “protection (of the family )," an extremely rars name, ccourring
also in Ma. Tv~B8. 12.8, written in Alexandria 1070. It oould be read
alao gafffy, "proteotor,® but the first form is preferable, as our

dooument is written with great oare and normally indisates the doubls

consonants with a ghadda, inoluding such dialect forms as yadd and

shayy.




