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Agreement Betweon a Woman About to Give Birth, Her Husband
and Her Mother

Caire, Septamber-October 11357

TER
“¥isnma, Ersherscg-Ralner-Gelleotion, Hab. 89

(Ths background of this rather sompliosted dosument may be recom-
structed as followss !hm‘lhﬁmihdﬁudnanw
marriage, and ghe waa, ﬁlrurnn. partioularly eager to safeguard the
Mmurthﬁuulhmm% mmm«mmu-
large extent in her marriage comtract, where 4% was ¥bipuleted that the
mﬁuhmw. n1_-11u all payments dus to her, would go to
muﬁldmhthmhliulfmmﬂMElhm In addi-
t1ca, ahe now wants half of @ house, ghven by her %o her mother prior to
mm“.-t-mﬁhwm-hﬂd. mmwmnmw
ur.mmmmmmmmrmttumhmam
thmmatthwm The sld lady, mhhdur-
urkdﬂﬂmoﬂ#hrlhﬂ-hrhrhmhrmm“-ﬂfoﬁy
wuﬂMuMﬂhh purposess In view nr thia, pur deswsent stipa=
lates that the gifts M-ﬂﬂ by the old woman will be made by her ascn=
in-lsw in cash after her death, while the half of the house referred to
ﬂllhngim-lmpﬂtyurthm

The document should be understood in its historical somtext. Tﬁ
expsoting mother belenged to m1 of the Itttﬁng fumilies of her commmity,

as hor grandfather was the "Head of the songregations® m. 6 man



Woman About t¢ Oive Birth/Rainer 60 | e

prominent inm the politios of the acmmunity sbout the middle of the
eleventh contury (ofe MJ I, pp. 148«7)c On the other hend, her unele,
the judge Nathan b, Solomom, signatory of many doouments in Fustat during
the years 11!!*114!. was a refugee m Palestine, which was oooupied at
that time by the Orusaders.®™’ It stands to reason that her mother, too,
had come frem Mﬂm and hag, therefore, no possessions of her own in
Cairee This explains why she was uvﬁ. in her old age, m-hﬂrort:
house by her daughter, who had inherited or reselved it as a gift from
her fatherts family, or perhaps m- fmhahlﬂ;.- Por one geta the
inpression from our dooument that the expeobing mother was a-fully mature,
resolute woman, and no too yowng asy more herselfo This tallies well
with the feot that her grandfather alresdy appears as an influsntial msn
1n o letter datedNE Klmost a mm@mhhn our dosunsrt

We, the undersigned, kiow the following for certais and bear witness
%0 $%c -We called on Sheikh Abu *1-Faraj, Mo snd B. Yeshl s, the slder,
sm of M. -.m’l. Re Judah, the honorable elder « m(ay he rest in) E(den),

known as *the son of the sparrow,"®/ in the presense of his wife Sitt sl-

an1,%) ehe daughter of cur Teacher :m,'n.n.,_ son of M. end R, MeviriEkh,

the Head of the Commnities, m.B., who sald te uss
"I am a woman about to give birth, and IhMMMﬂllhm




Woman About to Give Birth/Rainer 89 =S

to mes I have made an agreement with my husband, whioh I would like to
be written down in a_dogwment, 8o thad none of us cam amnul or rencunoe
it, We agreed that I should buy for him, from my mother, half of the

house which I gave her as & gift befors I married him, and ask her to
sell it to him for a hundred dinars, forty of which will be given to the
m&ﬁ}ﬂ'}ﬂ Cairo and Fustat, fifteen to the three daughters of my
maternal sunt, five dmumu-rm and the vest of the hmndred
dinare, whioh is forty diners, imx beleng 0 my maternal unaols, the

Javér, our Teachor Nathan ha-Xohen, memberf) of the Great Court = ma(y

his) Ro(ek presorve him) - to do whatever he likea with 1%, mispne having

3
axy right %o interfere or te hﬁiwlu in the mettare

All this will be dene in the evemt that X have a ohild from this
husband of mine, and that the ehild will be alive st the bims of the
purshase of the. half e¢f that house, whish I promised to 'ssquire from my
‘mother afber her desthyd and en condition that my husband registers it
for the ehild - whether male or fomale - in addition %o sverything else
due te the ehild on ths ’hiltl of my nnh;t sontraot, to the exclusion
of his ohildren, who m-mt from me, m'ur anyone else."

The elder Abu 'l~Fara} .lgrud to this and undertook to fulfil her
stipulations.

sle bvomght Lo

Then her mother, omnlled hm." daughter of our teacher Solomon
’t\ .

hawXohen = o(f bleszed ) m{emory ) = same-—im and shs. informed her of the

¥ spre ‘-'Eaiff.’; ( r’.’('

“J
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agroemant made between her and her husbend and asked her to sell him the
half of the house, of whioh she had made her a gift before her marriage,
for one hundred dinars, the purohase t¢ become into eff'set after hsr death,
on conditicn, eto.D)

Finally, m the elder Abu *]=-Faraj had accepted all thess oonditiona
and underteken to sarry them ocut, the above mentioned Fasans sold Mim the
complete half of the house which had been given to her on condition, otoe’/
and m.-mﬂm that he pay the price of the house in ocash, not in ingtall-
ments and without asking for respite, that is to aay, sixty te the three
daughtars of her matermal aunt and to her matermal mﬁ. the fivir, while
the mm#uuma mgnum-ummr.mum-w
monthe |

 (The dosument reiterates that the purohase will be valld enly &£ the
ehild Mﬂn; and donaludes with the uﬁnl reforenne that the mbim o
purohase nesessary for uumm any transaotion had been made in the
sorrest form. The date given iss Tishri 1449 of the ora of the doouments
in o1-Ma®dssiyyn al-Gihira, the official name of Cairo st that tims. The
lower part of the sheet whioh oentalned the signatures is ouk away. The

dooument 1a in the handwriting of the famous poribe Half®n b. Manasse ha-

Levi (ofs pe "




a)

a)

- £)

g)

h)

Woman About to Give Birth/Rainer 89 | B

Hotes

Details about him in the present writer's Introdustion te the Study

‘nf the Calro Geniza Dosuments (in preparation )

Gf: W} II, p. 169, Note 1, where 1057 is a misprint for 1039, The
father of ths lady, M#‘; appears in warious undated Genisa frage
ments which wers written by soribes who flourished shortly before
or after 1100.

This sobriquat was borme by the father, Judah, as is prﬂﬂllhj;’lll-
TowBs 12-94, lime 4, which deals with ancther son of hig, Maosss.
The word “sparrow” (in the feminine) has mo artiale whish suggests
that the sobriquet had beoome a fawsily mame: Dem Sugfra (“sparrow-
aon® ).

"ZThe mistress of the family."

Noody people of good family, whe do mot secept alus in publise
Hobrew hEvir, -ﬂin: lﬁl’l ef a proper mamse of the person bearing
it (909 below and p. Jo

*The fair,* the femals squivalent of fasan, dub mot at all as cemoon
ag the latter.

The conditions and stipulations ars repeated here in full.

Ben Note sl
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Commants
1, Toxts 5a%d %ainink, later on twisss ba®d bayit “ainihi, "after her

gubstance,” or "after the life of her aubstanve (has occased )"
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