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T-S 12,512

1, In the mame of You, the Merciful, may we succeed in b

our undertalking, _ ' bl

2, The auspicious birth took place, thanks to God, at the ' %

time | i

3. which was preordained, on weekday one, the first day of |
Dulk al-(bijial.

4. [At the time of] the birth, the alti(tude) [of the Sun]

_ corresponded to (six)ty-.si(x) [degrees], It was S

5. (in) two-thirds of the fifth [hour]. The verified : o

ascendant was seven

6. [and] ten degrees of the sign Leo, On that day i
7. the Sun at noo(n) corresponded to three degrees of the =mign i
8. Gemini and (t)wenty-two m{inu)tes of the gign a{lso), E
9. The moon was [at] twenty.iwo degrees and (f)ifty minutes %
10, of the sign also, Venus was [at] twenty-five degrees =
11, and fifty-f{ou)r [?)] minutes of the sign also, Mercury, ¥l
12, whick is the lord of the sign was [at] twen{ty)-eight _ &i.
{degrees and) _ ;3
13, one (minu)te, The ascending node was in Pisces, the , . , E
(. . . three) .
14, and twenty degrees and four minutes, {., . .)
15. its degree in the sige Scorpie in the divisor [?] of (. . .) .
16, (. . .) and the degree of the lot [?] corresponded, -
from the nativit(y, , . .) g;
17. [to (?7)] nine degrees of the sign Tau{rus . . .) -
18, the auspicious birth (. . .} :
Ei
L] b M . * i . j , - » L
* = = . b 4 " . ~ 4 ’ ¥ - . )
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Notes to T-3 12,512

5. The text reads: five; emended to: fifth,

i1, The text reads: four and five; emended to:Tifty-four. |

11.12, Mercury is the lord of Gemini (cf. Biruni, Astrology,
p. 256). |

15-17. The divisor and the lot are mot ideantified,

18, The malevolent planets, Saturn and dars, ame noi mentioned
anywhere in the text, '
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7.8 12,512

The date of this horoscope is 18 May 1113 shortly befors
noon, which was a Sunday, 1 Dhit al-bijja 506 Hijra, The
positions of the planets were:

Text Computation
Saturn ' Aries 2°
Jupiter Cancer 227
Mars Yirgo ?u
Sun Gemini 3;22° Gemini 3°
Venus Gemini 25;54° Gemini 269
Mexcury Gemini 28;1° ' Gemini 24°
- Moon Gemini 22;5u“ Gemini 22°
Ascending node Pisces 23:4° Pisces 23“
Ascendant Leo 17° Leo 14°

When the solar altitude on that day reached 66° in Caire
(latitide 30%), it was about 5 1/5 equinoctial hours aftex
nun:isa.l Since sunrise wag 6:;51 eyguinoctial hours before
noon, 5 1/5 equinoctial hours corresponds to about 4 3/5

' seasonal hours, very near the textual value of 4 2/3 hours,
(Note that a seasonal hour is 1/12 of the time from

sunrise to sunset, or 1/6 of the time from sunrise to noen,)
According to my computation, Leo 14“ was rising st that time,
and this is gulte close to the value in the text,

l Cf. Nadi Nadir,. "Abu al-Waf8' On the Bolar Altitude,”

- The MathematicssTeachef, 33 {lgﬁui, pp. 460-463.1 For, -
Islam'ic tables that were constructdd to transfors” solar °
altitude to time, see D 4, King, "Ibn Yinus' Very Useful
Tables for Reckoning Time by the Sun," Archive for History
of Exact Sciences, 10 {1973), pp. 342-394,
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Translation of T-5 12.512

1. ({invocation) 5
The -auspicious birth took place, thamks to CGod at the :
3. preordained time on Sunday at the beginning of the day on the 8th of al-[ ]

4. (At the time of) the birth the altitude (7] (of the Sun) corresponded to R e
66 (7)) degrees,

5. {and) 3/5 (of a degres). The ascendant as carefully determined a) was at
6. 17 degrees of Leo, On that day

7. the Sun at noon®” .. was 4t 3 de.g'mes of

8. Gemini and 22 minutes of the szign; also .
9. the Moon was at 22 degrees and 50 minutes o
0. of the_sig:nc}; also Venus was st 25 degrees ;
11. and forty E?]-fiwd] minutes of the signﬂ; also Mercury,

12, and it is the ruler of the sign,ﬂ
13, Alone, the node was in Pisces ...
14. and 20 degrees and 4 lim.*ﬂ:\\rsg:|

15, its luth] in the sign of Scorpic ...

16. ([the sig]n; and the lot (of the demon?) corresponded to, at (the time of) the
birth, [

17. 9 degrees of Tau[rus
18. the auspiclous birth [

o
HE R
G e s

-
-

was at 2B [degrees of the sign and -7- min]utes (7)

a. This expression [al-;ilic al-mehaggag) is not common, and thus my
I:Ei.nséla‘l:iﬂn may not convey the technical sense intended. However,
teli” is the common term for the ascendant.

b. The usual phrase for noon is nisf al-nahar.

¢. It is natural to assume that Gemini is the sign meant, but that is
incompatible with the Bth day of a lunar month (the Moom travels about
13° per day).

d. Text; "four and five" seems impossible; emended te 45, .

e. Again, presumably Gemini. e

f. Mercury is the ruler of Gemini according to the astrological rules (cf.
Biruni, Art of Astrology, ed. R. Wright, p. 256}.

g, It is not clsar te what this refers. I doubt that it could still refer
to Pisces in the previous line,

h. The word for "lot" should be sshm (cf. Birumi, Art of Astrology, p. 279)
rather than juz', but T see ne alternative explanatioen.
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Professor S, D. Goitein
November &, 1971
Page 2

is more or less compatible with a reading of 66° in line 4 of the text,

During the daytime the lo

t of fortvune, F, is computed by the follewing
formulat '

F=H#+ {1_ - A$]

where H is the longitude of the ascendant, the longitude of the Moon, and

A_ the longitude of the Sun. If F is in Scorpio (an interpretation of line
18), i.e. F = 235°, then

235 = 137 + lm - 63
or
A, = 161°, or Virgo 11°

but this shows no agreement with the text.

1f we accept the reading for X
in the text as Gemini 23° (= 83°), then :

F= 137 + 3 - 63 = 157°
= Virgo 7°
i.e. the positions of the Moon and of the lot of fortune disagree.

The lot of the demon, [Y, is symmetric to the lot of fortune, 1l.e.
D=H - Elm - ls]
If D = Taurus 9" (39"), then
33 = 137 - {lm + 63)
or
A, = 161° {or Virgo 11"} as before.
But this simply says that
i A =X =H=1D
m =1
= F=H
and adds mo new information.

. In sum, this date does not work, but I could find no other near the
latter half of eleventh century that was better. I am not at all satisfied
with this conclusion but have nothing te suggest at this time. To be sure,
I will continue to try various other alternatives.

I enclose a photo of the text which you may keep, an annotated transcrip-
tion, and a rough translatiom.

Best regards.
Sincerely,

Firag & HGad.

Barnard H. Goldstein
BRG:ls




Notes to the Transcription of T-5 12,512

L |
line 2. The hetireasonably clear. I don't think Elul is possible for two reasons.
After the aleph-lam enough of the mext letter appears to rule out a waw;
it looks to me like a resh. The only Muslim month that ordinarily takes
the definite article is al-Muharram, and no other Jewish month begins with
aleph-lam.

line 4. I would like to read: irtifi® of which only the first three letters appear.
Nevertheless the syntax 15 difficult.

tine 5, Ome, possibly two, letters are missing at the beginning of the line.

line 7. The aleph in nahar is clear under ultra-vieclet 1light: the resh cannot be
seen., After nahdr there seems to be room for a two-letter word of which
the second letter seems to be he.

line 11. The final E in wakhamsa is visible in ultra-violet light. :

line 13. BRead al-jaw *. Several letters are visible after bil-hut, but [ cannot

make sense Of them. The vertical stroke in the letter following the aleph
may belong to the line below.

line 16. After juz', there may be & symbol {rather than a werd) for "demon," but

I have never seen anything like it. I also cannot explain the letter
(final mem?} that comes after it.
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