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AN INJUNCTION OF A JEWISH-EGYPTIAN COURT OF
THE THIRTEENTH CENTURY.

© Br Davin WenNen Auwan,

AMD}IG my Genizall manuseripts, some

of whith I deseribed in the March
nuniber, is the document presented here in
fac-simile. It is a decree made by the court
to enjoin the officials of the: congregation
from pledging any of the belongings of the
synagogue, and is written partly in Hebrew
and partly in Arabic, with Hebrew -charac-
ters. A

Tam indebted to the kindness of Professor,
Richanl Gortheil of Columbia University for-
wodresletion, as follows: . o

CWe i Tel Do and the olders wlhise
DS ueE sipned Behow, gy that since difi-
cutlis have happened to the Congregation
i that certain of the Kole Kodesh [smered be-
longings], such as the dressings. of the-
sefarin [seralls of the Law] and their pome-
grantes and the like, have been given in
pledge. antd their redemption i a short time
has become diffieult, thereby causing anguish
af minc to some of the Congregation: and.

Csitce we see that people will in future {on

this acconnt) kesitate to donate such ohjects
for the holy Sefarim, ant of fear shat the like
will happen: and sinee we wish to do away

-with the difficulty above mentioned, we have

cume tooan agreoment amd have poc wnder
the ban the e of asvone who would
agam givd ax a pleldge one of the thirgs-
above mentioned or the lke—of any of the
belongings (&) of the Synagogues which
are dm Fgvpt for the space of twenty vears;
Pelieving that this action will he of advanige
in the matter. We have set up this doco-

- inent on the fast tentl of the mionth of Tyyar
ol the vear one thousand, fve hondred and
Cforty and three {acconding to the Shrarot

Fra), in Fostat of Fevpt, which iz situate on
the Kiver Wila, the deenain of aur T.oed, onr:
Saih Abrdim, the intelligent Rab, the

LES

and itz wonder, the great Nagid—may his
fame be great and his bonor increase.

- “That which precedes we have written and
signed that it be for a witness and a prog;
‘all is true and clear, stable and firm ™
Natharel son of Sa'adyabh.

Eliyahu son of R, Zechariah (T. N, S, . H)
. The decree purports to have been made
by “the Bet Din zand the elders whose names
are signed below,” The Bet Din, or conrt,
consisted-of three persons learierd in (e lnw,
el e olclors wha are wentioned Ture ns gs-
sucizibed] with the court jn the making ol this
thecree. seetn to lave been the clders of the

standingg like the members of the Bep Iy,
but who, hecause of their dignity and stand-
ing in the congregation, are associated with
the members of the court in this proceeding.
The fact which led to the making of this
‘decree can readily be ascertained from the
decree itsell. The officials of the COngregis
Mon Defng short of funds, made loans and
gave the sacred Belongings (Ko Kodeslt) of
the synagogue in pledge. When the delits
were due, they were unable to repay then,
and the articles plodged were retainel by the
creditors,  Now, as ihese articles were tal
during religions serviees, their absence while
in the bands of the creditors caysed “anpnish
of ‘mind - 1o, spme - of the  congrepation.”
Sefarin, of ‘serolls of the Taw, were Clts
tomarily - robed i waliable siflk dressings,
emblazoned-and embroidererd with gold, amd
ofttifies adorned with jewels. The serolls
were “hing with Dreastplates  of precions
metals: containipg suitable fnseriptions, and
biaving silver bells and pomegranates -
dant from, them, :

The angoish of mind of the pious wiem-
Dbers of (e congrogation may have been
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faw bare of all dressing and ormamentation:
or, it may Iave been the anzuish due te the
woded pride of the patrons of the HCIL S
fogue who hiad donated these valuable artis

cles, and now found that thelr picws pifts

had been p]ulg‘-:tl to money lenglers,
e pmu& |i|-:rt1|;q_rm11-ru1|ﬂ]tt ﬂr&bu faets to

“ibe ottention of 1he w-mt thae inguity was

micle, witnesses were. Dvard, and the G
after having satisficd itself that' the ST
gogue belongings had in fact Deen pledged,

came to the conelusion, “that the people will -

in futsre (om this sccount) hesitate to dopate
sch objects for the haly Sefurim out of fear
that the lilke will happen,™ :

The court, apparently, had no furisdiction
in the premises, to compel the séficers of the
congregation whoe had pledged the property
to restore it At any rate they made no e-
eree to this effect.  Jf may be mh,m-;[ from’
this that the b dongings of {he synagogue
had been pledged to pay :'4:111g“|‘=,;:qrmnnt
delits ard nod the private debes of the olfi-
cers; amd lurthermore, that it was within 1he
power of the efficinls of the eonpriration to
pledge its property in this manner: hence
the court and the elders did not attempt to
interfere with what had ajready’ béen donc,

and contented themsclves with |.5-.~;.umg the

decred.

After setting forth the facts as abnove
stated, that such conduct on the part of the
officials woull cause people to refrain irom
donating to the synagogue, and ‘averring
that it was their desire to do away with this
difficalty, they make the lollowing decree:
“We have .come to an agreement and have
pat under the ban the name of any one wha
would again give as a pledge one of the

 things zbove mentioned, or the like—of any

of the belongings of the synagogoe which
are in Egypt for the space of twenty years”
The threat to put the name of the offender
under the ban was equivalent to au injune-
ton, for-ne one would run the risk. of a0

- great_a-misfortune as bm’ﬁpug under the:

ban ‘of E:E'l‘.‘ﬂ-mmt'im!::ttlﬂl'l. “The ban; in 'ﬁah—
hinigal mm.-a ‘Was pronounced aceording ra

i

fiswal ang dcﬁml: riles and in s cxrrene
form resuhed o whaoloiely astraeieing the
unfortunate person aeainst wlent itowas di-
recled. He Became an outfaw: all fnwer
eourse with him was 1hmimq_hr feertaiddelen -
he waz fremally curseds i soane inetrnees
Bis antire property was combraented; aind he
waz aubjeeted to severs eorpors) jHaniali=
inent,

The ban could onlv e enforced against
the offender i & was published: henee it i
probable that this document, afres Arving
Been edrawn up and sigaed, was pradblicly [‘LII-E1
n the grnagomue, perlaps on severad oocn-
sions, and that copies thervol, wore eent to
s¥nagogues in other towns as far 1s the jur-
iscdiction of the court extonded. Tn Talnudie
times, ane In later thues alzo. the oo Was

Mrequently used as o punishinent In eames

i which modern law woulid preseribe a Gne
and imprrisonment, such as, for fnstniee, 1he
cnses of lited stannd !-:|."|r||h'-r, ceanlo iy qif IEIRT
mmtintiwie o padennee, asd the Mk

After provonmcing the las, our Aocwment
procesds with these worla, “heliee iy Lhat
this action will be of advantuwe i (e it
ter,™  Trom what we know of 1he fores s and
cffeet of the ban, we have no doubt thar this
action was of adv antage o the matter, and
cffectuaily provented the officials of the con-
grfgmu:m from offending in = lilke manner
in the futare.

The date of the dr:rcttmmt 1% given as the
Iast tenth of the month of Tvvar of the vear

one thousand five hundred and Ia:urt}atihrr.-e._ :
This corees- -
ponds to the fourth day of March, 1237, of o
the Christinn era. Fostas of Egvpt, "which. -
g situate on the River Nile” iz the name of n

according to the Shitarct era.

2 town immediately adjoining the city af
'['mrn and was the ol capital of Bgvpt. Tt

was destroved by fire in the vear 1168 by the

Vizier Shawir in order to prevent it from
{;tﬂmg nto the hands of the Crusacers, Tt

ik ig probahie that the Jews. who had fieen..

As sail that the' ritw-Bormed. Mﬂm‘ &, 2 chieas mnhﬁﬂ“ﬂ

.. Tiving there, together with thie th mmm_&ﬂ s S
Eﬂntﬁ meved fu T ﬂh al: r-tw” b o L".. :
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Whether the eity of Fostat was rebuilt after

~the fire, I have not been able to ascertain;
but it seems that the fact thas in-our docy-

ment the eity of Fostat is mentioned as the
Place where the document was writtem,
would indicate that 1he vity had DLeen re-
populated or it may be, that e avgient
name of Fostatawas carried over by the Jews

who settle] in L[l-l:'imigh_bénring city of Crira,

and retained brthiir decuments as the name
“of the Iatter gity, _ L

This decree of the court is fessved in the,

" name of Abrabam who was.the son of Moses

- Maimonides, whio is deseribed ag Your Lord,

our Nagid [prince]. Albrzbam, the intelligent

- Rab [Rablbi); banner of the Rabbis, and the.

first of his time amd its womider, the preat
Negid—mav hiz fame he great and  his
honor increasc.’”  After making dne allow-
ance for the exaggerated style of the author
of this doecnment, it iz ohyious tlat Abraham
was a man of great importance.  The fact is
that the Jowish Nagid Was recognized v 1l
Caliphs.  The Nagid was the religions aml
judieial head of the Fmyptizn Jews: he ajr-
pointed rabbis and other officiuls of the can-
gregation and was the supreme mdge in
crmminal and eivil matters. He was sup-
ported by the various congregations and re-
ceived fees for all Jegal decuments that wers
dssued in his name, Abraham Maisronides
succeeded his father, the great Moses Aai-
momides, 25 Nagid. Like his father, he was
2 great scholar and the great physician of
the Caliph B! Komil, o that in zeldition 1o’
kiz power as the head of the Jewish com-
mimities, he had great influence and FOWer
A& 2 etatesman and 2s & member of the roval
hotsehold,  Although a grear schelar,. he
was an insignificant figure in Jewish Bistory
comparad with his father, Moses Maimonides,
whose. wonderful intellectual gifts and at-
tainments, whose scholarship and statesman-
ship and Dusiness capacity and medical akill,

_ull combined, strengthened and inspired by a.
most remarkable qﬁg_in.-.-,litg___a;;ll_:i inteliectizal
© ", boldness and independernice] completely over-

“shadewed those who preceded as well as
~those who followed . him. '

Qur decres is signed Ly two men. It iy
probable that they were clders of the COTEre-
gation, for otherwise, if the signatures yrere
intended to be thiose of the B i ther
shoulll have been at least (hyeo mames.  Irds
possible, however, that tle doetfrent i
nntilared wt the endd, amel that the auler sigr-
Datires have been destronved, althemgly T am-
nelined to think from an examination of the
cdres af the clocunent that it is complate
s we have it 1t is possifle, also, that tie
two signatures may be those of members of
the B¢ Lin, it being sufficient to have twe of
them sign the docomene in the <haracter of
withesses, the decres having beefi made by
il court, The Tetters T, X, = 10, H, after
the Tast name are the initial letters of a He-
briw plirase which may beo rendored Ymgy
hiz soul he mathered inte il everlasting.”
A pious praver for a deceased father,

Annther feature of this document s that
althougl weitten aned published in tronlions
tmes, 0L shows no sipns of the excilemant
that st hive affected all the members of
e Jewish comembity as well as their do-
hammedan eompatrions, ’

At this time the crusades wera huing cone
ducted  with  unabated vigor, The zigth
crusade had ended in the voar T2zn. and the
seventl eommenced in the vear 1230, Only
8 few years hefore this decument wae WEja -~
ten, the city of Damietta ot e moutl of

‘the Nile had been taken by the Chsstian
invaders, and the entire cofitmenity massa-
crec. The invaders in mirn were driven o
by the Caliph el Bamil, assisted by a timely
overfiow of the river Nile, The Jund wae
filled with alarm, and war wae heing roo-
tinnously carcied on Retween Cheistfan and
Moslem.  In these wars the Jews fougle
under tlie crescent against the eross, The
relation between the few and oslem was
brotherly, hoth af then, being separated fram
the Christian throvgh the Trinitarian doe-
sArine. and more esnecialle bverrason . of the i
fact thiit in the eve of the erusader, Jew amd
Moslem were alike childrer of the deovil, -

‘whom it was 2 sacred duty to destror. Tn.
discriminate application wof this doctiine

-2

- BT PR T
1= cat oy lr,.-__ll_

: Sn e s



Wﬁﬂfs in @ Nm.rm ? . 343

tiavow the Jew aund "'-Ic-a]cm closer mgcﬂler,
atid i therelore does not seem o be remark-

airle that 3 digtinguished professing Jow like

lufmmmides o lids son should at the same

e beoone of the chiel mivisters at the
conri ol o Alohammedan ruler. Bat of ali
s cvems oy slocument says nothing, Be-
vued e lmts wf the Aghiing and out of
varsliar of the polse of combat, life went on
matelly &l e accustomed lines; mea pears

saidl thwir daily vocations haled each other

llltl:b eourt and lived their lives as though

there was no such thing as the holy sepul-
elire, ahont which millions of men were con-

teneling, :

This decwment, having served its purpose,
fownul fiz way ioto the Genizali where it lay
neglected for nearly seven Lundrad years,
until i was resarrected by an English uni-
versity professor, and has now become an
ﬂh]n:i;t ﬂf mmqua.ﬁan interest.

I

CWHAT'S IN A NAME ?

Lr ] M. Pﬂ.'l‘l‘}:ir_'-:ﬂﬂ.

Juln THROTTER TIROWH, the tipstafi, was a student of the Lm-.rs..

Sund all his time was occupied in learning legal saws.

Tz seommed to live a famcless life— mere lackey of the Court e

At nightly did he Juéubrate on Contract, Crime and Tort.

For Job had sworn right zolemaly, forensical renown

shoiid trumpet to the universe the worthy name of Brown ;

Aged, though his ewn accomplishments ne'er reached the outer throne,

His guenivs hatched a Brilliant scheme to help his oath along,

“Su il bis little children, as they numerossly eame,

Hes? c]1l istetod after jurists i thae ]’“:mtILtun of Fame,

“Henge Mansficld and then Webster Brown and Salmon Chase Brown appeared

And Brewster HBrown and Blackstone Brown and St-c:-rg,f Brown were r-._nr::d

P, Heary Brownand I, Coke Brown arrived at'man's estate -

And,Bacon Brown and James Kent Brown filled wp the f;n.r_nuj:,r slate,
«0ldJob believed his great-named boys pﬁ:dr:stinad to renown :

And that, in time, they'd lift the sod from t]u: buried name of Bmwm .

TRut still that great day has not come, and still that worthy ' ﬂ.ﬂ'['ﬂt

Is missing from the pedestal within the Hall of Fame;

For Mansficld Brown, the farmer, is the man behipd the hur.:,

Mod Webster Brown ‘s a tailor, content Lo sit and sew ;.

.

Salmon Chase Brown’s = monger, of fish, both shell and sc*'lln :

And Erewster Brown 's a maker of eheicest brands of aley

Young Blackstone Brown delivers coal — good anthracite's his Jine —
And Story Brown fs pitching for the Tallahassee nine;

Fat Menry Brown, the liglitweight, is a pugilist of note |

_ sned . Coke Drown’s x stoker-on a Jersey * ferpy-hoat; ._
sl The butcher shop is Bacon Bn:.-rwn g.and ﬂmre he tmﬁ each dil:..',

Bbdal ks - L " rrangy egn
4

" While James Kent' Bmwn makﬁ m‘cl:-l;ﬂ]%;i;n a‘-ﬂnp p]!: Creck café,
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